















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































JuLy 2021

Page D-12 Imperial County Housing Element

EEC ORIGINAL PKG



JuLy 2021

Two-Family Buildings: These dwellings may also be referred to as single-family attached because a duplex
with a shared wall would qualify in both categories. Other two-family buildings would include older single-
family homes that have been converted into two separate living spaces or “flats” that do not share walls,
but do share a floor/ceiling.

Unemployed: All civilians 16 years old and over are classified as unemployed if they (1) were neither "at
work" nor "with a job but not at work" during the reference week, and (2) were actively looking for work
during the last four weeks, and (3) were available to accept a job. Also included as unemployed are civilians
who did not work at all during the reference week, were waiting to be called back to a job from which they
had been laid off, and were available for work except for temporary illness.

Unemployment Rate: The proportion of the civilian labor force that is unemployed, expressed as a
percentage.

Units in Structure: A structure is a separate building that either has open spaces on all sides or is separated
from other structures by dividing walls that extend from ground to roof. In determining the number of units
in a structure, all housing units, both occupied and vacant, are counted.

Vacancy Rate: The housing vacancy rate is the proportion of the housing inventory that is available for sale
or for rent. It is computed by dividing the number of available units by the sum of occupied units and
available units, and then multiplying by 100.

Vacant Housing Unit: A housing unit is vacant if no one is living in it at the time of enumeration unless its
occupants are only temporarily absent. Units temporarily occupied at the time of enumeration entirely by
people who have a usual residence elsewhere are also classified as vacant. New units not yet occupied are
classified as vacant housing units if construction has reached a point where all exterior windows and doors
are installed, and final usable floors are in place. Vacant units are excluded from the housing inventory if
they are open to the elements; that is, the roof, walls, windows, and/or doors no longer protect the interior
from the elements. Also excluded are vacant units with a sign that they are condemned, or they are to be
demolished.

White: In decennial census data, the White category includes persons having origins in any of the original
peoples of Europe, the Middle East, or North Africa. It includes people who indicate their race as "White”
or report entries such as Irish, German, ltalian, Lebanese, Near Easterner, Arab, or Polish. The "alone"
designation, as used with decennial census data, indicates that the person reported only one race.

Year Structure (housing unit) Built: Year structure built refers to when the building was first constructed, not
when it was remodeled, added to, or converted. For mobile homes, houseboats, recreational vehicles, etc.,
the manufacturer's model year was assumed to be the year built. The data relate to the number of units
built during the specified periods that were still in existence at the time of enumeration.
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150 SOUTH NINTH STREET TELEPHONE: (443) 268-1800

EL CENTRO, CA 92243-2850 o FAX: (442) 268-1799
AIR POLLUTION.CONTROI| DISTRICT
- el oy
S
L{FoR
July 7, 2021 ,
RECEIVED

Mr. Jim Minnick JUL 07 2
Planning and Development Services Director IMPERIAL COUNTY
801 Main Street PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

El Centro, CA 92243

SUBJECT: County of Imperial 2014-2021 Housing Element

Dear Mr. Minnick:

The Imperial County Air Pollution Control District (“Air District”) appreciates the opportunity to
review and comment on the County of Imperial 2014-2021 Housing Element which is one of the
ten components of the County’s General Plan.

The Air District reviews projects of this nature not for technical perfection but rather for adequacy,
completeness and consistency with Air District rules, regulations and programs that work to keep
the quality of air in Imperial County from declining. These policies, in conjunction with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the most current CEQA Air Quality Handbook for
Imperial County (CEQA Handbook), and the Air District's State Implementation Plans (SIP's) for
Ozone, PM2.5 and PM10, work together to assure that air quality improves or does not degrade.
Currently, the non-attainment status of "moderate” for ozone, "moderate” for PM2.5 and the
maintenance requirements for PM10 are the driving criteria in establishing the thresholds for NOx,
ROG, PM10, SOx and CO found in the CEQA Handbook.

Critical to the approval and implementation of a SIP is the assurance that transportation budgets
will “conform” to the purpose of the SIP. That is, transportation emissions will not cause new air
quality violations, worsen existing violations, or delay attainment of the relevant National Ambient
Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) pertinent to the SIP. This assurance rests on consistency of data
used in both Imperial County’s SIP(s) and the Housing Element. In this instance, population
growth projections from the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) Regional
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Growth Strategy (RTP/SGS). Upon reviewing the Housing
Element, Air District staff identified Table A-3—Population Projections, 2020 and 2035 was based
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on SCAG's 2012 RTP/SGS, while Imperial County's 2018 PM and 2018 PM_; SIPs projections were
based on SCAG's 2016 RTP/SCS. To ensure compatibility and adequacy with the aforementioned
5IPs, Table A-3 must also be based on the SCAG's 2016 RTP/SCS.

Two new rules which were not in existence during 2013 are relevant to Goal 6 of the Housing
Element, which promotes sustainable development by encouraging the inclusion of energy
conservation features in new and existing housing stock. Rule 400.6 limits oxides of nitrogen
emissions from natural gas-fired Water Heaters. This rule applies to manufacturers, distributors,
retailers, and installers of natural gas-fired Water Heaters with heat input less than 75,000 British
Thermal Units per hour. Rule 428 limits emissions of particulate matter from wood burning
appliances. This rule applies to any person who manufactures, sells, offers for sale, or operates a
permanently installed, indoor or outdoor, wood burning appliance within the Imperial County
PM2.5 Nonattainment Area, and; any person who installs a wood burning appliance in any
residential or commercial, single or multi-building unit within the Imperial County PMas
Nonattainment Area. Current and future development must adhere to these rules. As discussed
in Appendix A, various amenities directly influence the cost of construction. The elimination of
wood-burning fireplaces and the installation of cleaner, more fuel-efficient water heaters will
provide tangible savings in construction costs.

Finally, a major impact to air quality within Imperial County comes from fugitive dust (PM1o).
Table-41 provides a summary of vacant parcels within Imperial County. During wind events open
spaces (vacant lots) can be a potential source of dust. In the spirit of Goal 7, encouraging
coordination of public agencies, the Air District points out that Rule 804 of Regulation VIl makes
landowners responsible for the mitigation of fugitive dust.

For your convenience, the Air District's rules and regulations are available via the web at
https://apcd.imperialcounty.org. Please feel free to call should you have questions at (442) 265-
1800.

Respectfully,

Curtis Blondell
ﬁ?al Coordinator
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