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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2021080104
	Project Title: City of Huntington Beach 2021-2029 Housing Element Update Implementation Program 
	Lead Agency: City of Huntington Beach
	Contact Name: Alyssa Helper
	Email: Alyssa.Helper@surfcity-hb.org 
	Phone Number: (714) 536-5438 
	Project Location: City of Huntington Beach                                                                       Orange County
	Project Description: The Housing Element is a State-mandated policy document that is a component of the Huntington Beach General Plan. To comply with State law, the City is updating its Housing Element to ensure City policies and programs can accommodate estimated housing growth need identified by the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG). Huntington Beach's current 5th Cycle Housing Element was adopted in September 2013 for the 2013-2021 planning period and subsequently certified by the State of California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) in October 2013. The City is currently developing the respective actions and programs for SCAG's 6th Cycle planning period, which covers years 2021-2029. Huntington Beach was allocated 13,368 dwelling units to accommodate the existing and projected regional housing for all income levels. The City is not required to build dwelling units to meet the 13,368 dwelling unit allocation, only to identify potential sites and create the framework to provide the market with the opportunity to develop these dwelling units. The Housing Element will explore opportunities to accommodate projected regional housing needs through current production (construction of dwelling units), entitled (approved but not constructed) dwelling units, and the availability of properly zoned land that can accommodate additional growth.
	Project's Effects: The City of Huntington Beach, the lead agency for the proposed 6th Cycle Housing Element and Subsequent EIR (SEIR), is subject to environmental review under CEQA. Using the CEQA Guidelines Appendix G Environmental Checklist as a guide, the following environmental topical areas will be addressed in the SEIR: Aesthetics, Agriculture and Forestry Resources, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Energy, Geology and Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Mineral Resources, Noise, Population and Housing, Public Services, Recreation, Transportation, Tribal Cultural Resources, Utilities and Service Systems, and Wildfire.

As concluded in Section 5.1 through Section 5.15 of the SEIR, the Project would result in significant and unavoidable impacts concerning air quality, greenhouse gases, hydrology and water quality, noise, and utilities and services systems.
	Areas of Controversy: State CEQA Guidelines §§15123 (b)(2) and (3) require an EIR to identify areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, issues raised by agencies and the public, and issues to be resolved, including the choice among alternatives and whether, or how to, mitigate the significant effects. The following areas of concern/controversy have been identified during the Notice of Preparation (NOP) review period and scoping meeting:
• A desire to utilize the local workforce in the construction of new housing;
• Concerns related to high-density dwelling units;
• Concerns related to impacts on utilities, water, and sewage;
• Concerns related to impacts on emergency resources;
• Concerns related to impacts on public education;
• Concerns related to impacts on street traffic;
• A desire for the subsidization of additional low-income housing;
• Concerns related to impacts of rezoning for multi-story dwellings in single unit zones;
• Concerns related to CEQA air quality analysis and mitigation measures;
• Concerns related to hazardous materials sites;
• Consistency with Connect SoCal; and
• Consultation with Native American tribes.
The above issues have been considered in this SEIR, where applicable, in Sections 5.1 through 5.15. Concerning the candidate sites, this SEIR discusses and evaluates the locations and potential impacts associated with future development facilitated by the HEU.
	List of Agencies: City of Huntington Beach
California Department of Housing and Community Development 
South Coast Air Quality Management District 
Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board 


