
Date received for filing by OPR: ______________________ 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 
 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
 Post Office Box 3044 
 Sacramento, California 95812 

 
 
From:  Department of Water Resource 
 State Water Project Analysis Office  
 1416 9th Street 
 Sacramento, California 95814  

 
Project Title:  Common Landowner Transfer of up to 200 acre-feet of Empire West Side Irrigation 
District’s Approved 2021 State Water Project Table A Water to Kern County Water Agency 
(SWPAO #21024) 
 
Location – Specific:  From the Delta to Kern County Water Agency’s (KCWA) turnout(s) in 
Reaches 9 through 11B of the California Aqueduct. 
 

Location – County:  Kern County 
 
Description of Activity:  The project is for the transfer up to 200 acre-feet of Empire West Side 
Irrigation District’s (EWSID) approved 2021 State Water Project (SWP) Table A water (EWSID’s 2021 
Table A Water) to Kern County Water Agency (KCWA).  The request was made on behalf of 
landowner Sandridge Partners Incorporated which owns land in both EWSID and KCWA service 
areas.  Sandridge Partners Incorporated will use the transferred water to better manage its water 
supplies.  The delivery of EWSID’s approved 2021 Table A water to KCWA under this Agreement will 
be completed by December 31, 2021 for use within the SWP Place of Use. 
 
Name of Public Agency Approving or Carrying out Activity:  EWSID (lead agency), KCWA, and 
the Department of Water Resources of the State of California (responsible agency) 
 
Exempt Status: 

 ☐    Ministerial 

 ☐    Declared Emergency 

 ☐    Emergency Project 

     Categorical Exemption: Class 1; CEQA Guidelines Section 15301, existing facility 

 ☐    Statutory Exemption: California Water Code Section 1729 

 
Reason why activity is exempt: 

a. State Water Project long-term water supply contracts include provisions for delivery within 
SWP place of use. 

b. No construction is required to implement the proposed points of delivery. 
c. The facilities are existing facilities that have not been expanded or modified to implement the 

proposed change in points of delivery. 
d. The water will be delivered to lands that have been in agricultural production for many years. 

There will be no change in land use 
 
Responsible Agency Contact Person:  Patrick Luzuriaga Telephone:  916-820-7778 
 
Signature:   _____________________________ Date:   _________________ 
  John Leahigh 
  Water Operations Executive Manager 
  Operations & Maintenance 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 608F973A-9F39-4208-8479-88B089D412D5

9/13/2021



Certificate Of Completion
Envelope Id: 608F973A9F394208847988B089D412D5 Status: Completed

Subject: Please DocuSign: 21024.DWR.NOE.docx

Source Envelope: 

Document Pages: 1 Signatures: 1 Envelope Originator: 

Certificate Pages: 2 Initials: 0 WOEM WOEM Support Staff

AutoNav: Enabled

EnvelopeId Stamping: Enabled

Time Zone: (UTC-08:00) Pacific Time (US & Canada)

1416 9th Street

Sacramento, CA  95814

woemadmin@water.ca.gov

IP Address: 136.200.53.23  

Record Tracking
Status: Original

             9/13/2021 10:44:35 AM

Holder: WOEM WOEM Support Staff

             woemadmin@water.ca.gov

Location: DocuSign

Security Appliance Status: Connected Pool: StateLocal

Storage Appliance Status: Connected Pool: Department of Water Resources Location: DocuSign

Signer Events Signature Timestamp
John Leahigh

John.Leahigh@water.ca.gov

Water Operations Manager

Department of Water Resources

Security Level: Email, Account Authentication 
(None)

Signature Adoption: Pre-selected Style

Using IP Address: 136.200.53.19

Sent: 9/13/2021 10:45:48 AM

Viewed: 9/13/2021 6:04:10 PM 

Signed: 9/13/2021 6:04:18 PM

Electronic Record and Signature Disclosure: 
      Not Offered via DocuSign

In Person Signer Events Signature Timestamp

Editor Delivery Events Status Timestamp

Agent Delivery Events Status Timestamp

Intermediary Delivery Events Status Timestamp

Certified Delivery Events Status Timestamp

Carbon Copy Events Status Timestamp
WOEM WOEM Support Staff

woemadmin@water.ca.gov

Department of Water Resources

Security Level: Email, Account Authentication 
(None)

Sent: 9/13/2021 6:04:19 PM

Electronic Record and Signature Disclosure: 
      Not Offered via DocuSign

Witness Events Signature Timestamp

Notary Events Signature Timestamp

Envelope Summary Events Status Timestamps
Envelope Sent Hashed/Encrypted 9/13/2021 10:45:48 AM

Certified Delivered Security Checked 9/13/2021 6:04:10 PM

Signing Complete Security Checked 9/13/2021 6:04:18 PM

Completed Security Checked 9/13/2021 6:04:19 PM



Payment Events Status Timestamps


		2021-09-14T09:31:12-0700
	Digitally verifiable PDF exported from www.docusign.com




