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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2021-10-0191
	Project Title: Gibson Solar Farm (ZF2020-0043)
	Lead Agency: Yolo County, Department of Community Services 
	Contact Name: Tracy Gonzalez
	Email: Tracy.Gonzalez@yolocounty.org 
	Phone Number: (530) 666 8803
	Project Location: Madison, Yolo County 
	Project Description: Gibson Renewables, LLC is seeking a Use Permit to construct and operate an up to 20 megawatt alternating current (MWac) solar photovoltaic (PV) electricity generating facility with a 6.5 MWac/26 megawatt hour (MWh) to 13 MWac/52 MWh Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) called Gibson Solar Farm (“Project”) on approximately 147 acres of land 1.2 miles east of Esparto in unincorporated Yolo County. The electricity generated by the PV field will be used in part for charging the batteries and the remaining energy generated by the PV field will be delivered to the grid. The Project has a Power Purchase Agreement with Valley Clean Energy, a community choice aggregation public agency that focuses on providing its 150,000 customers with cost-competitive renewable energy and local reinvestment.
	Project's Effects: The Project is located on Prime Farmland. Even with implementation of MM AG-1, potential impacts to Agricultural Resources would be significant and unavoidable. The Project is also located on land that is currently under a Williamson Act contract and the Project would not meet the compatibility requirements of the Yolo County Williamson Act Guidelines. MM AG-2 would require non-renewal or cancellation of the Williamson Act contract, or a determined a compatible use by the County Board of Supervisors. 

In addition, the proposed Project has the potential to disturb an active Swainson’s hawk nest. MM BIO-1 would implement avoidance through proposed Project construction/decommissioning scheduling, establishment of buffers, or consultation with CDFW and potential compensatory mitigation. Ground disturbing activity has the potential to impact unknown buried resources that may be considered a unique archaeological resource per CEQA. Implementation of MM CUL-1, MM CUL-2, and MM CUL-3 would reduce impacts to unknown resources to a less-than-significant level. The potential for any soil erosion during ground disturbing activities  would be addressed through preparation of a Construction SWPPP, which would also apply to decommissioning activities. Should unknown paleontological resources be inadvertently found, implementation of MM PAL-1 would reduce impacts to Geology and Soils to less than significant. Because there is always the potential for ground-disturbing activity to cause an unexpected impact to buried Tribal Cultural Resources that are presently unknown and unrecorded, MMs CUL-1 through CUL-3 are recommended. 
	Areas of Controversy: The proposed Project is located on Prime Farmland and is under Williamson Act Contract. Building the proposed solar facility would require conversion of Prime Farmland to a non-agricultural use and non-renewal or cancellation of the Williamson Act, or a determination by the County Board of Supervisors that the Project is a compatible “electric facility” use under Government Code section 51238(a)(1).
	List of Agencies: California Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Department of Conservation will be CEQA trustee agencies for the Gibson Solar Farm Project.


