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Table 1-1. Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

  Impact Significance* 

Impact Mitigation Measure 
Before 

Mitigation 
After 

Mitigation 

Effects Found to be Less Than Significant    

C.2.1 Aesthetics    

a. Would the Project have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? None required. NI NI 

b. Would the Project substantially damage scenic resources, including, 
but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings 
within a State scenic highway? 

None required. LTS LTS 

c. In non-urbanized areas, would the Project substantially degrade the 
existing visual character or quality of the public views of the site and 
its surroundings? (Public views are those that are experienced from 
publicly accessible vantage point). If the Project is in an urbanized 
area, would the Project conflict with applicable zoning and other 
regulations governing scenic quality? 

None required. LTS LTS 

d. Would the Project create a new source of substantial light or glare 
which would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area? 

None required. LTS LTS 

C.2.2 Air Quality    

a. Would the Project conflict with or obstruct implementation of the 
applicable air quality plan? 

None required. LTS LTS 

b. Would the Project result in a cumulatively considerable net increase 
of any criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-attain-
ment under an applicable Federal or State ambient air quality stand-
ard? 

None required. LTS LTS 

c. Would the Project expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant 
concentrations? 

None required. LTS LTS 

d. Would the Project result in other emissions (such as those leading to 
odors) adversely affecting a substantial number of people? 

None required. LTS LTS 

C.2.3 Energy    

a. Would the Project result in potentially significant environmental 
impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of 
energy resources, during Project construction or operation? 

None required. LTS LTS 
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  Impact Significance* 

Impact Mitigation Measure 
Before 

Mitigation 
After 

Mitigation 

b. Would the Project conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for 
renewable energy or energy efficiency? 

None required. NI NI 

C.2.4 Greenhouse Gas Emissions    

a. Would the Project generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly 
or indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the environment? 

None required. LTS LTS 

b. Would the Project conflict with any applicable plan, policy or regu-
lation of an agency adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions 
of greenhouse gases? 

None required. LTS LTS 

C.2.5 Hazards and Hazardous Materials    

a. Would the Project create a significant hazard to the public or the envi-
ronment through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous 
materials 

None required. LTS LTS 

b. Would the Project create a significant hazard to the public or the 
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident 
conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the 
environment? 

None required. LTS LTS 

c. Would the Project emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or 
acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter 
mile of an existing or proposed school? 

None required. LTS LTS 

d. Would the Project be located on a site that is included on a list of 
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code 
Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard 
to the public or the environment? 

None required. NI NI 

e. For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a 
plan has not been adopted, within 2 miles of a public airport or public 
use airport, would the Project result in a safety hazard or excessive 
noise for people residing or working in the Project area? 

None required. NI NI 

f. Would the Project impair implementation of or physically interfere 
with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation 
plan 

None required. LTS LTS 

g. Would the Project expose people or structures, either directly or indi-
rectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving wildland 
fires? 

None required. LTS LTS 
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  Impact Significance* 

Impact Mitigation Measure 
Before 

Mitigation 
After 

Mitigation 

C.2.6 Hydrology and Water Quality    

a. Would the Project violate any water quality standards or waste dis-
charge requirements or otherwise substantially degrade surface or 
ground water quality? 

None required. LTS LTS 

b. Would the Project substantially decrease groundwater supplies or 
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge such that the Pro-
ject may impede sustainable groundwater management of the basin? 

None required. LTS NI 

c. Would the Project substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of 
the site or area, including through the alteration of the course of a 
stream or river or through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a 
manner which would: 

   

(i) result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site; None required. LTS LTS 

(ii) substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a 
manner which would result in flooding on- or off-site? 

None required. LTS LTS 

(iii) create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capa-
city of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or 
provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff; or 

None required. LTS LTS 

(iv) impede or redirect flood flows? None required. LTS LTS 

d. In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of pollutants 
due to project inundation? 

None required. LTS LTS 

e. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control 
plan or sustainable groundwater management plan? 

None required. LTS LTS 

C.2.7 Land Use and Planning    

a. Would the Project physically divide an established community? None required. NI NI 

b. Would the Project cause a significant environmental impact due to a 
conflict with any land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the 
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect? 

None required. LTS LTS 

C.2.8 Mineral Resources    

a. Would the project result in the loss of availability of a known mineral 
resource that would be of value to the region and the residents of the 
State? 

None required. NI NI 



GIBSON SOLAR FARM USE PERMIT (ZF2020-0043) 1. INTRODUCTION 

 

MAY 2023 1-9 FINAL EIR 
 

  Impact Significance* 

Impact Mitigation Measure 
Before 

Mitigation 
After 

Mitigation 

b. Would the Project result in the loss of availability of a locally impor-
tant mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, 
specific plan, or other land use plan? 

None required. NI NI 

C.2.9 Noise    

a. Would the Project result in generation of a substantial temporary or 
permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the 
Project in excess of standards established in the local general plan or 
noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies? 

None required. LTS LTS 

b. Would the Project result in generation of excessive groundborne 
vibration or groundborne noise levels 

None required. LTS LTS 

c. For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an air-
port land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within 
2 miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the Project 
expose people residing or working in the project area to excessive 
noise levels? 

None required. NI NI 

C.2.10 Population and Housing    

a. Would the Project induce substantial unplanned population growth 
in an area, either directly (for example, by proposing new homes and 
businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or 
other infrastructure)? 

None required. NI NI 

b. Would the Project displace substantial numbers of existing people or 
housing, necessitating the construction of replacement housing 
elsewhere? 

None required. NI NI 

C.2.11 Public Services    

Would the Project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associ-
ated with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facili-
ties, need for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the 
construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts, in 
order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times, or other 
performance objectives for any of the public services: 

   

a. Fire protection? None required. LTS LTS 

b. Police protection? None required. LTS LTS 
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  Impact Significance* 

Impact Mitigation Measure 
Before 

Mitigation 
After 

Mitigation 

c. Schools? None required. NI NI 

d. Parks? None required. NI NI 

e. Other Public Facilities? None required. NI NI 

C.2.12 Recreation    

a. Would the Project increase the use of existing neighborhood and 
regional parks or other recreational facilities such that substantial 
physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated? 

None required. LTS LTS 

b. Does the Project include recreational facilities or require the con-
struction or expansion of recreational facilities, which might have an 
adverse physical effect on the environment? 

None required. NI NI 

C.2.13 Transportation    

a. Would the Project conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy 
addressing the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle 
and pedestrian facilities? 

None required. NI NI 

b. Would the Project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines 
section 15064.3, subdivision (b)? 

None required. LTS LTS 

c. Would the Project substantially increase hazards due to a geometric 
design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or 
incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? 

None required. LTS LTS 

d. Would the Project result in inadequate emergency access? None required. NI NI 

C.2.14 Utilities and Service Systems    

a. Would the Project require or result in the relocation or construction 
of new or expanded water, wastewater treatment or storm water 
drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications facili-
ties, the construction or relocation of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

None required. LTS LTS 

b. Would the Project have sufficient water supplies available to serve 
the Project and reasonably foreseeable future development during 
normal, dry and multiple dry years? 

None required. NI NI 

c. Would the Project result in a determination by the wastewater treat-
ment provider which serves or may serve the Project that it has 

None required. LTS LTS 
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  Impact Significance* 

Impact Mitigation Measure 
Before 

Mitigation 
After 

Mitigation 

adequate capacity to serve the Project’s projected demand in addi-
tion to the provider’s existing commitments? 

d. Would the Project generate solid waste in excess of State or local 
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or 
otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals? 

None required. LTS LTS 

e. Would the Project comply with federal, state, and local management 
and reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste? 

None required. NI NI 

C.2.15 Wildfire    

a. Would the Project substantially impair an adopted emergency 
response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

None required. LTS LTS 

b. Would the Project, due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, 
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project occupants to, 
pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread 
of a wildfire? 

None required. LTS LTS 

c. Would the Project require the installation or maintenance of associ-
ated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water 
sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk 
or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environ-
ment? 

None required. LTS LTS 

d. Would the Project expose people or structures to significant risks, 
including downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result 
of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes? 

None required. LTS LTS 

Effects Found to be Less Than Significant with Mitigation    

C.3.1 Biological Resources    

a. Would the Project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or 
through habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candi-
date, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, 
policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

MM BIO 1. Avoid Construction and Decommissioning-related 
Disturbances to Active Swainson’s Hawk Nest. To avoid this 
impact, construction and decommissioning should occur dur-
ing the non-breeding season, September 1 to March 15, unless 
it is determined that the nest is inactive or young have fledged 
during the construction/demolition year. If construction/de-
commissioning is scheduled to occur during the breeding sea-
son (March 15 to August 30), surveys should be conducted 
prior to proposed Project activities to determine activity at the 

S LTSM 
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  Impact Significance* 

Impact Mitigation Measure 
Before 

Mitigation 
After 

Mitigation 

nest site. If the nest is active, a 1,320 foot no-disturbance 
buffer should be established around the nest to minimize 
disturbance. Alternatively, an incidental take permit may be 
sought in consultation with CDFW pursuant to Section 2080 of 
the state endangered species act. Doing so, however, will 
require additional compensatory mitigation to be specified by 
CDFW during the consultation. Because there are no other 
potential nest trees within 1,320 feet of the proposed Project 
site, no other preconstruction (or pre-demolition) surveys for 
Swainson’s hawk or white-tailed kite are necessary. 

b. Would the Project have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian 
habitat or other sensitive natural community identified in local or re-
gional plans, policies, and regulations or by the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

None required. NI NI 

c. Would the Project have a substantial adverse effect on state or 
federally protected wetlands (including, but not limited to, marsh, 
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) either individually or in combination with 
the known or probable impacts of other activities through direct 
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means? 

None required. NI NI 

d. Would the Project interfere substantially with the movement of any 
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with estab-
lished native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the 
use of wildlife nursery sites? 

None required. NI NI 

e. Would the Project conflict with any local policies or ordinances pro-
tecting biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or 
ordinance? 

None required. NI NI 

f. Would the Project conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat 
Conservation Plan, Natural Communities Conservation Plan, or other 
approved local, regional, or State habitat conservation plan? 

None required. NI NI 

C.3.2 Cultural Resources    

a. Would the Project cause a substantial adverse change in the signifi-
cance of an historical resource pursuant to §15064.5 [§15064.5 
generally defines historical resource under CEQA]? 

MM CUL 1. Worker Environmental Awareness Program. Prior 
to the initiation of construction, all construction personnel 
shall be trained by a qualified archaeologist meeting federal 
criteria under 36 CFR 61 regarding the recognition of possible 

S LTSM 
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  Impact Significance* 

Impact Mitigation Measure 
Before 

Mitigation 
After 

Mitigation 

buried cultural resources (i.e., prehistoric and/or historical 
artifacts, objects, or features) and protection of all archaeolog-
ical resources during construction. Training shall inform all 
construction personnel of the procedures to be followed upon 
the discovery of cultural materials. All personnel shall be 
instructed that unauthorized removal or collection of artifacts 
is a violation of State law. Any excavation contract (or con-
tracts for other activities that may have subsurface soil im-
pacts) shall include clauses that require construction person-
nel to attend the Workers’ Environmental Awareness Program, 
so they are aware of the potential for inadvertently exposing 
buried archaeological deposits 

b. Would the Project cause a substantial adverse change in the signifi-
cance of an archaeological resource pursuant to §15064.5? 

MM CUL 2. Inadvertent Discovery of Historical Resources, 
Unique Archaeological Resources or Tribal Cultural 
Resources. If previously unidentified cultural resources are 
uncovered during construction activities, construction work 
within 50 feet of the find shall be halted and directed away 
from the discovery until a Secretary of the Interior qualified 
archaeologist assesses the significance of the resource. The 
archaeologist, in consultation with the County, the Yocha Dehe 
Wintun Nation, and any other responsible public agency, shall 
make the necessary plans for treatment of the find(s) and for 
the evaluation and mitigation of impacts if the find(s) is found 
to be eligible to the National or California Registers, qualify as 
a unique archaeological resource under CEQA (PRC §21083.2), 
or is determined to be tribal cultural resource as defined in PRC 
§21074 

S LTSM 

c. Would the Project disturb any human remains, including those 
interred outside of formal cemeteries? 

MM CUL 3. Treatment of Human Remains. All human remains 
discovered are to be treated with respect and dignity. Upon 
discovery of human remains, all work within 50 feet of the dis-
covery area must cease immediately, nothing is to be dis-
turbed, and the area must be secured. The County Coroner’s 
Office must be called. The Coroner has 2 working days to 
examine the remains after notification. The appropriate land 
manager/owner of the site is to be called and informed of the 

S LTSM 



GIBSON SOLAR FARM USE PERMIT (ZF2020-0043) 1. INTRODUCTION 

 

MAY 2023 1-14 FINAL EIR 
 

  Impact Significance* 

Impact Mitigation Measure 
Before 

Mitigation 
After 

Mitigation 

discovery. It is very important that the suspected remains, and 
the area around them, are undisturbed and the proper author-
ities called to the scene as soon as possible, because it could 
be a crime scene. The Coroner would determine if the remains 
are archaeological/historic or of modern origin and if there are 
any criminal or jurisdictional questions. 

After the Coroner has determined that the remains are archae-
ological/historic-era, the Coroner would make recommenda-
tions concerning the treatment and disposition of the remains 
to the person responsible for the excavation, or to his or her 
authorized representative. If the Coroner believes the remains 
to be those of a Native American, he/she shall contact the 
Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) by telephone 
within 24 hours. 

The NAHC would immediately notify the person it believes to 
be the most likely descendant (MLD) of the remains. The MLD 
has 48 hours from the time given to access the site to make 
recommendations to the landowner for treatment or disposi-
tion of the human remains. If the descendant does not make 
recommendations within 48 hours, the landowner shall reinter 
the remains in an area of the property secure from further dis-
turbance. If the landowner does not accept the descendant’s 
recommendations, the owner or the descendant may request 
meditation by NAHC. 

According to the California Health and Safety Code, six or more 
human burials at one location constitute a cemetery (Section 
8100), and willful disturbance of human remains is a felony 
(Section 7052). 

C.3.3 Geology and Soils    

a. Would the Project directly or indirectly cause potential substantial 
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving: 

   

(i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most 
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the 
State Geologist for the area or based on other substantial 

None required. LTS LTS 
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  Impact Significance* 

Impact Mitigation Measure 
Before 

Mitigation 
After 

Mitigation 

evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and 
Geology Special Publication 42. 

(ii) Strong seismic ground shaking? None required. LTS LTS 

(iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction? None required. LTS LTS 

(iv) Landslides? None required. NI NI 

b. Would the Project result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of 
topsoil? 

None required. LTS LTS 

c. Would the Project be located on geologic units or soil that is unstable, 
or that would become unstable as a result of the Project, and poten-
tially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction, or collapse? 

None required. LTS LTS 

d. Would the Project be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 
18 1 B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial direct 
or indirect risks to life or property? 

None required. LTS LTS 

e. Would the Project have soils incapable of adequately supporting the 
use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems where 
sewers are not available for the disposal of waste water? 

None required. NI NI 

f. Would the Project directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleonto-
logical resource or site or unique geologic feature? 

MM PAL 1. Inadvertent Paleontological Find. Although highly 
unlikely, should any significant paleontological resources (e.g., 
bones, teeth) be unearthed, construction activities should be 
diverted at least 15 feet from the find until a professional pale-
ontologist has assessed the find and, if deemed significant, 
salvaged it in a timely manner. Collected fossils should be 
deposited in an appropriate repository, such as the University 
of California Museum of Paleontology (UCMP), where they will 
be properly curated and made available for future research. 

S LTSM 

C.3.4 Tribal Cultural Resources    

a. Would the Project cause a substantial adverse change in the signifi-
cance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in Public Resources Code 
section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that 
is geographically defined in terms of the size and scope of the 
landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a California 
Native American tribe, and that is: 
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  Impact Significance* 

Impact Mitigation Measure 
Before 

Mitigation 
After 

Mitigation 

(i) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical 
Resources, or in a local register of historical resources as defined 
in Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k)? 

MM CUL 1. Worker Environmental Awareness Program. 
MM CUL 2. Inadvertent Discovery of Historical Resources, 
Unique Archaeological Resources or Tribal Cultural Resources. 
MM CUL 3. Treatment of Human Remains. 

S LTSM 

(ii) a resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and 
supported by substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to 
criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code 
Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) 
of Public Resource Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall 
consider the significance of the resource to a California Native 
American tribe? 

MM CUL 1. Worker Environmental Awareness Program. 
MM CUL 2. Inadvertent Discovery of Historical Resources, 
Unique Archaeological Resources or Tribal Cultural Resources. 
MM CUL 3. Treatment of Human Remains. 

S LTSM 

Significant Effects that Cannot be Avoided    

C.4.1 Agriculture and Forestry Resources    

a. Would the Project convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps 
prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring 
Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use? 

MM AG-1. Farmland Conservation Easement. Mitigation for 
the permanent loss of agricultural land will comply with Yolo 
County Code Section 8 2.404 (the Agricultural Conservation 
and Mitigation Program), which requires the acquisition of an 
agricultural preservation easement at a ratio between 1:1 and 
3:1, depending on the location of the easement areas. 

SU SU 

b. Would the Project conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or 
a Williamson Act contract? 

MM AG-2. Williamson Act Incompatibility. Avoid the incomp-
atibility with the Williamson Act by: 
(1) Non-renewing the Williamson Act contract and delaying 

the Project until the nine-year non-renewal period has 
lapsed; or 

(2) Canceling the Williamson Act contract by making the 
necessary findings; or 

(3) Determining that the Project is a compatible “electric facil-
ity” use under Government Code section 51238(a)(1). 

S LTSM 

c. Would the Project conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning 
of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(g)), 
timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or 
timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government 
Code section 51104(g))? 

None required. NI NI 
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  Impact Significance* 

Impact Mitigation Measure 
Before 

Mitigation 
After 

Mitigation 

d. Would the Project result in the loss of forest land or conversion of 
forest land to non-forest use? 

None required. NI NI 

e. Would the Project involve other changes in the existing environment, 
which, due to their location or nature, could result in conversion of 
Farmland to non-agricultural use? 

None required. LTS LTS 

* NI: No Impact 

   LTS: Less Than Significant 
   LTSM: Less Than Significant with Incorporation of Mitigation 
   S: Significant 
   SU: Significant and Unavoidable  
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2. LIST OF PERSONS COMMENTING 

Table 2-1 lists the persons and agencies that submitted comments on the Draft EIR. No members of the 
public commented orally at the public meeting held at the regularly scheduled Planning Commission 
meeting on February 9, 2023.  

Table 2-1. List of Comments on the Draft EIR 

CMT NO. DATE FROM 

 A: Agencies   

A1 2/17/23 Gary Arnold, Branch Chief 
California Department of Transportation 

 B: Organizations   

B1 2/27/23 Sophia Markowska, Senior California Representative 
Defenders of Wildlife 

 C: Individuals   

C1 1/15/23 Brian Paddock 

C2 1/18/23 Chad Roberts 

 D: Applicant   

D1 2/27/23 John Ewen, President, North America 
Emeren US, LLC 
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and Water Quality, Regulatory Background), the Project would be subject to the Clean Water Act. The 
Applicant would obtain an NPDES permit and implement a SWPPP for the Project to address impacts to 
Hydrology, as stated in Section C.2.6.3, Items a and e, in the Draft EIR. Additionally, as stated in Section 
C.2.6.3, Item c(i), of the Draft EIR, the proposed Project would adhere to BMPs and all requirements of 
applicable permits and regulations to reduce erosion.  

Section G (Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan) of the Draft EIR discusses the parties responsible 
for overseeing implementation of mitigation and other conditions of Project approval, including permit 
conditions. No revisions to the EIR are necessary in response to this comment. 

Response to Comment A1-4 

The commenter states that any project along or within the State’s ROW requires an encroachment permit 
issued by Caltrans. Section C.2.13.3, Item c, of the Draft EIR states that Project construction, 
decommissioning, and operation do not include any changes to the roadway alignment or intersections 
along SR 16. However, stabilized construction entrances and exits would be installed at each driveway to 
facilitate access for construction vehicles and equipment. As shown on Figure A-2 in the Draft EIR, there 
is an existing driveway off SR 16.  

An encroachment permit would be required should these entrance/exit improvements or any other 
Project components extend into the Caltrans ROW along SR 16. If signage required to comply with the 
Caltrans permit is located within County ROW, a concurrent encroachment permit would be required from 
Yolo County. Section A.3.4, Table A-1 in the EIR has been modified to add the Caltrans Encroachment 
Permit requirement (see Final EIR Chapter 4). 

  



mailto:Tracy.gonzalez@yolocounty.org
mailto:Tracy.gonzalez@yolocounty.org


Defenders of Wildlife 
Comments on DEIR – Gibson Solar Farm 

SCH 2021100191 
Page 2 

habitat for prey species.  Additionally, the Project site contains low wildlife habitat connectivity 

value.1 

As we transition toward a clean energy future, it is imperative that we consider the near-term 

impact of solar development on our biodiversity, fish and wildlife habitat, and natural landscapes 

while addressing the long-term impacts of climate change.  Therefore, renewable energy projects 

must be planned, sited, developed and operated to avoid, minimize and mitigate adverse impacts 

on wildlife and lands with known high-resource values.  Defenders finds the Project is fully 

consistent with these criteria through being sited on previously distributed lands and applying 

appropriate mitigation measures to reduce the impact on special-status species in the region, 

including Swainson’s hawk.  These measures include construction and decommissioning 

occurring during the non-breeding season for Swainson’s hawk, conducting pre-construction 

surveys, establishing no-distance buffers around active Swainson’s hawk nest sites and the 

creation of a multi-use plan that includes growing native plants and is expected to enhance 

foraging value for Swainson’s hawks. We are pleased the County has ensured the Project is 

thoughtfully planned, sited and developed and that Valley Clean Energy will be procuring energy 

from this Project.  We encourage the County to continue its commitment to avoiding lands with 

high-conservation value for the development of renewable energy projects and mitigating any 

unavoidable impacts.  

Thank you once again for the opportunity to provide comments on the DEIR for the Gibson Solar 

Farm and for considering our comments.  We look forward to reviewing the Final EIR and request 

to be notified when it is available.  If you have any questions, please contact me at 408-603-4694 

or via email at smarkowska@defenders.org.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Sophia Markowska 

Senior California Representative 

1 See https://databasin.org/maps/new/#datasets=03764f94cffc4888b4ac7427a57a57cc 
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Responses to Comment Set B1 – Defenders of Wildlife 

Response to Comment B1-1 

The commenter voices support for the proposed Project on previously disturbed lands and the application 
of the proposed mitigation measures to reduce impacts to special-status species in the region, including 
Swainson’s hawk. The commenter expresses support for the County continuing to avoid development of 
lands with high conservation value. The commenter’s support for the proposed Project is noted. 

  







From: Chad Roberts
To: Tracy Gonzalez
Cc: Bob Schneider; Alan Pryor; Taro Echiburu
Subject: RE: Notice of Availability of Draft EIR for Gibson Solar Farm Project
Date: Wednesday, January 18, 2023 9:08:46 AM

Tracy,
I reviewed the DEIR document, with particular attention to the sections on land use, biology,
and transportation. I think the EIR was prepared with attention to most local concerns of Yolo
County citizens, and the land use and biology sections address circumstances in Yolo County
appropriately, so I don’t have additional comments. (While I think the project could be
designed to include habitat augmentation for Burrowing Owl, that would require accepting
ground squirrels as a normal part of the site’s environment, and I doubt that anything the
County proposed in that respect would be successful.) In general, this project represents a
direction consistent with what Yolo citizens have indicated to be part of a desirable future.
The transportation section seems to address typical CEQA expectations, but I have a feeling
that having project-site access for trucks delivering supplies directly from Highway 16 is
likely to create an increased risk to travelers on Highway 16. I didn’t verify this, but I don’t
believe Road 88B extends south from Highway 16; whether it does or not, turning south from
Highway 16 seems problematic with existing geometry and road conditions. The County
might want to consider adding a requirement that trucks delivering equipment or leaving the
project site use Road 23, although I think it’s possible that such a requirement could lead to
turning movement impacts at the intersection with Road 89. In any event, more consideration
seems needed.
Thanks,
Chad
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Chad Roberts, Ph.D., Conservation Ecologist
Professional Wetland Scientist (emeritus), Society of Wetland Scientists
Senior Ecologist (emeritus), Ecological Society of America
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
“Maintaining the current levels of closed canopy forests in the dry forest zone is
not sustainable given the ongoing and anticipated effects of climate change and
wildfires.” – Gaines et al. (2022), Forest Ecology & Management 504 119794

From: Tracy Gonzalez <Tracy.Gonzalez@yolocounty.org> 
Sent: Friday, January 13, 2023 4:38 PM
Subject: Notice of Availability of Draft EIR for Gibson Solar Farm Project

Dear Interested Parties,

Yolo County, Department of Community Services has published a Draft Environmental Impact
Report (EIR) for the Gibson Solar Farm Project (Project) for a 46-day public review and
comment period, which is announced in the attached Notice of Availability (NOA). The Draft
EIR includes a description of the proposed Project and its location, details, potential
environmental impacts associated with the construction and operation of the Project, and
alternatives, and presents measures, which if adopted by Yolo County, could avoid or minimize
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these impacts.

Written public comments sent via email or U.S. Mail must be submitted by Monday
February 27, 2023, for inclusion in the Final EIR to:

Tracy Gonzalez, Assistant Planner
Yolo County
292 West Beamer Street
Woodland, CA 95695
tracy.gonzalez@yolocounty.org

In addition, Yolo County will hold a virtual public meeting at the regularly scheduled Planning
Commission meeting via Zoom on Thursday February 9, 2023, at 8:30 a.m. or as soon
thereafter to accept oral comments on the Draft EIR at:

https://yolocounty.zoom.us/j/97388566818?pwd=OENhdE9LVTVXY0EwNzUxdEhqNWZtdz09
Meeting ID: 973 8856 6818 Passcode: 146225
Or Telephone: (408) 638 0968 Meeting ID: 973 8856 6818# Passcode: 146225.

Project Background: Gibson Renewables, LLC is seeking to construct and operate an up to 20
megawatt alternating current (MWac) solar photovoltaic (PV) electricity generating facility
with a 6.5 MWac/26 megawatt hour (MWh) to 13 MWac/52 MWh Battery Energy Storage
System (BESS) called Gibson Solar Farm (“Project”) on approximately 147 acres of land 1.2
miles east of Esparto in unincorporated Yolo County. This proposed Project is a request for a
Use Permit to construct and operate the Solar Farm. The electricity generated by the PV field
will be used in part for charging the batteries and the remaining energy generated by the PV
field will be delivered to the grid. The proposed Project has a Power Purchase Agreement
(PPA) with Valley Clean Energy (VCE), a com-mu-nity choice aggregation (CCA) public agency
that focuses on providing its 150,000 customers with cost-competitive renewable energy and
local reinvestment.

Yolo County is the lead agency responsible for environmental review of the project in
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Public Resources Code
section 21000 et seq.

Document Availability: For electronic access to the NOA (in addition to the attached
document PDF) and the Draft EIR, please check the project website at the link below.

https://www.yolocounty.org/government/general-government-departments/community-
services/planning-division/current-projects
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Thank you for your interest in the project.

Sincerely,
Yolo County Planning Staff
Aspen Environmental (CEQA Consultant)

[THIS EMAIL ORIGINATED FROM OUTSIDE YOLO COUNTY. PLEASE USE
CAUTION AND VALIDATE THE AUTHENTICITY OF THE EMAIL PRIOR TO
CLICKING ANY LINKS OR PROVIDING ANY INFORMATION. IF YOU ARE UNSURE,
PLEASE CONTACT THE HELPDESK (x5000) FOR ASSISTANCE]
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