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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2021100443
	Project Title: Fresno Costco Commercial Center Project 
	Lead Agency: City of Fresno
	Contact Name: Jose Valenzuela
	Email: jose.valenzuela@fresno.gov
	Phone Number: 559.621.8070
	Project Location: City of Fresno, Fresno County
	Project Description: The Costco Wholesale Corporation (Costco) proposes to construct the Costco Commercial Center, including a new Costco facility with an attached tire center and a detached gas station and drive-through car wash in the City of Fresno. The existing Costco at West Shaw Avenue would relocate to the new facility, which would be sized to accommodate the customer base in northwest Fresno. The project also includes a proposed general plan amendment and rezone to reclassify the adjacent portion of West Herndon Avenue from the Expressway to Super Arterial road designation to allow for appropriate vehicle access.
	Project's Effects: Impact 3.4-1: Cause a Substantial Adverse Change in the Significance of Archaeological Resources and Impact 3.4-2: Cause a Substantial Adverse Change in the Significance of a Tribal Cultural Resource - Develop and Implement a Worker Environmental Awareness Program and Retain an Archaeological Monitor and Native American Monitor, and HalImpact 3.4-4: Directly or Indirectly Destroy a Unique Paleontological Resource or Site or Unique Geologic Feature - Halt Ground-Disturbing Activity upon Discovery of Subsurface Paleontological Resources/Impact 3.5-1: Result in Disturbance to or Loss of Special-Status Wildlife Species and Habitat - Conduct Take Avoidance Survey for Burrowing Owl, Implement Avoidance Measures, and Compensate for Loss and Conduct Focused Surveys for Swainson’s Hawk, White-Tailed Kite, Other Nesting Raptors, and Other Native Nesting Birds and Implement Protective Buffers/Impact 3.11-1: Generate a Substantial Temporary Increase in Ambient Noise Levels -  Implement Additional Measures to Reduce Exposure to Construction Noise Reduction during Noise-Sensitive Time Periods/Impact 3.11-3: Generate a Substantial Permanent Increase in Ambient Noise Levels - Reduce Exposure of Existing Sensitive Receptors to Noise Generated by Loading Dock Activity/Impact 3.11-5: Generate a Substantial Permanent Increase in Ambient Noise Levels due to Trucks - Implement Traffic Noise Reduction Measures along North Riverside Drive/Impact 3.13-2: Conflict or Be Inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3 - Provide a Mandatory Commute Reduction Program for Costco Employees/Impact 3.13-3: Substantially Increase Hazards Due to a Geometric Design Feature - Provide Off-Site Improvements
	Areas of Controversy: The City released a notice of preparation (NOP) for this EIR on October 22, 2021. The purpose of the NOP was to provide notification that an EIR was being prepared and to solicit input on the scope and content of the document. A virtual public meeting was held on November 2, 2021, at 6:00 p.m. The scoping period for the project ended on November 22, 2021. The NOP and comments received in response to the NOP are included in Appendix A of this Draft EIR. Comments were received regarding traffic congestion, safety, and access; air quality and the proximity of the gas station to nearby sensitive receptors; access to existing recreational trails; and lighting. Issues to be resolved include the choice among alternatives and whether to adopt the mitigation measures identified in Table ES-1.
	List of Agencies:  California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW); State Water Resource Control Board (SWRCB); Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (Central Valley RWQCB);  San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD); and Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District (FMFCD).


