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Pezzi Road Bridge Replacement over Calaveras River 
Notice of Completion 
Continued Parcels and Project Description 
 
Parcels 
8903010, 8903007, 8903009, 8903041, 8902037, 8902036, 8902042, 8902038, 8903031 
 
Project Description 
San Joaquin County, in coordination with the California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans), proposes to replace the Pezzi Road Bridge (Number 29C0199) and improve the 
approach roadway to the bridge.  The bridge is located within an agricultural area in San 
Joaquin County, approximately 3 miles east of State Route 99 and north of the town of 
Waterloo. 
 
The existing Pezzi Road Bridge is on a two-lane rural road across the Calaveras River.  It was 
originally constructed in 1926 and consists of a three-span reinforced concrete T-Beam 
approximately 63.5 feet long.  The deck clear width is approximately 18 feet and is striped for 
two 9-foot lanes.  The bridge is supported by two column piers and diaphragm abutment walls, 
all of which are founded on shallow spread footings. The Caltrans Structure Inventory and 
Appraisal Report classifies the bridge as Functionally Obsolete. The most recent County traffic 
count in March 2018 determined the average daily traffic (ADT) at approximately 420. 
 
The Calaveras River is a natural channel and the primary soil type in and around the canal is 
sandy-silt/silty sand, which makes the foundation of the existing bridge susceptible to scour. The 
banks of the river are heavily vegetated with blackberry and other small bushes. On the top of 
the banks are several trees, including native oaks along the southern bank, just east of the 
bridge.  
 
Pezzi Road is primarily a north-south route with tight, reversing, horizontal curves at the bridge 
location. The bridge is located near the center of the western curve, although the bridge itself is 
on a tangent. There is no posted speed so the speed limit defaults to 55 mph; however, there 
are 15 mph advisory signs when approaching the reversing curves.  The roadway is classified 
as a local road and primarily serves as a connector from East Eight Mile Road to the north, and 
Waterloo Road (SR 88) to the south, for local property owners and farming operations. 
 
The proposed project would replace the substandard bridge with a structure meeting current 
standards and realign the roadway approaches to replace the sharp curves with a new 50-mph 
alignment meeting the American Association of State Highways and Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO Green Book) design specifications. The total improved road length would be 
approximately 1,570 feet. The new alignment would consist of approximately 1,925-foot radius 
reversing curves that meet a 50-mph design speed. The new road section would have two 10 
foot lanes which widen to 11 feet at bridge and paved shoulders which vary from 1 to 3 feet, for 
a total width of 22 to 26 feet.  
 
Based on preliminary engineering, the proposed alignment would require right-of-way 
acquisitions of the orchards to the north and south of the proposed bridge for the roadway 
footprint, as well as an orchard remnant that would exist between the new and existing roads; 
however, exact right-of-way needs will be determined during final design and in coordination 
with San Joaquin County and through negotiations with local property owners.  
 



The existing bridge would be removed and replaced with an approximately 75-foot long, two-
span, cast-in-place reinforced concrete slab bridge on a tangent alignment. The new alignment 
would move the bridge 250 to 300 feet east of the existing location. Bridge foundations are 
expected to consist of precast driven piles. Bridge barriers would be concrete Caltrans Type 
836. 
The existing road and bridge are anticipated to remain open during construction. If a detour was 
needed, it would be 4.5 miles long with traffic using SR 88 to the east or Alpine Road to the 
west. 
 
The Stockton East Water District utilizes the river for water deliveries. These cannot be 
interrupted to maintain normal farming irrigation in the region. The river would be dewatered by 
methods determined appropriate by the contractor. However, the summer flows are small and it 
is anticipated the contractor would use flexible culverts to direct the water away from 
construction activities.  
 
Typical equipment for roadway construction would include heavy construction earthmoving 
equipment, dump trucks and pavers. Typical bridge construction equipment would include 
cranes, pile drivers, excavators, and concrete pumps.  Overhead power lines are located on the 
east side of the road near the bridge and on the south side of the road east of the bridge. These 
overhead lines may need to be relocated. Construction staging can occur on County property 
east of the bridge between the river and existing road.  
 
Construction is expected to begin in 2023 and would require approximately 8 months.  
 
Purpose 
The purpose of the Pezzi Road Bridge Replacement over Calaveras River Project is to replace 
a functionally obsolete bridge in order to: 
 

• Enhance safety on Pezzi Road by eliminating the two ninety degree curves in the road 
and providing a consistent 50 mph roadway facility over the Calaveras River; 

• Provide a transportation facility consistent with County and Caltrans Standards, as well 
as local and regional plans.  

Need 
The existing Pezzi Road Bridge is rated “functionally obsolete” by Caltrans under Federal 
Highway Administration prescribed inspection criteria. Full replacement of the bridge is needed 
because the current structure does not meet structural design standards. 
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