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SCH #:

2021110076

Project Title:

Gem Hill Quarry Project by CalPortland Company (PP21404)

Lead Agency: Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department
Contact Name:
Email:

Randall Cates

catesr@kerncounty.com

Phone Number:

Project Location: Rosamond

661-862-8612
Kern County

City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The project proponent has submitted: (a) a Conditional Use Permit (CUP 45, Map 214) application, to allow a surface
mining operation and development of a reclamation plan on 82 acres of an approximately 210-acre reclamation plan
boundary, which would utilize a 0.75-acre primary access road outside of such reclamation plan boundary to provide
access to/from Mojave Tropico Road. Access to the site would be obtained via two access roads to Mojave Tropico
Road, specifically the aforementioned access road and a secondary access road to the north thereof. The project
proponent proposes to employ open pit, multibench, and drill and blast mining techniques to mine naturally occurring
pozzolan (volcanic tuff), which is used in the production of cement. No crushing or processing of mined mined material
would occur onsite. The life of the operation is proposed to be 30 years. Annual mineral production is estimated to be
500,000 tons, and the maximum total mineral production is estimated to be 15,000,000 million tons. The total anticipated
production of mine waste (overburden) is estimated to be 600,000 tons, which would be disposed in two onsite
overburden stockpiles. The proposed maximum depth of excavation is 300 feet below original grade.
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
After further study and environmental review in this EIR, direct and indirect project-level impacts of the project would be
less than significant or could be reduced to less-than-significant levels with mitigation measures for the following issue
areas:Air Quality, Cultural Resources ,Energy, Geology and Soils, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Hazards and Hazardous
Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, Land Use and Planning, Mineral Resources, Noise, Public Services,
Transportation and Traffic, Tribal Cultural Resources. As discussed in Chapter 4, all but one project-specific impact
would be reduced to a level that is less than significant with implementation of proposed mitigation. Even with
implementation of mitigation, project-specific Impact 4.1-2 (Aesthetics) is found to be significant and unavoidable. Impact
4.7-3 (Greenhouse Gas), a cumulative impact as discussed further in Section 5.5, Significant Cumulative Impacts, is
found to be significant and unavoidable. Additionally, impacts to Biological Resources, are found to be cumulatively
significant and unavoidable.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
N/A

