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May 28, 2021    File No. 33348-08 
 
 
The Cove at El Niguel 
c/o Laguna Niguel Properties, Inc. 
27422 Portola Parkway, Suite 300 
Foothill Ranch, CA  92610 
 
Attention:  Ms. Deborah Hon 
  Mr. Brian Diaz / Recupero and Associates, Inc.  
   
Subject: ADDENDUM REPORT – ADDING GEOLOGY TO CURRENT SITE PLAN 
  The Cove at El Niguel - Tentative Tract No. 17721  
  30667 Crown Valley Parkway 
  Laguna Niguel, California 
 
References: TENTATIVE TRACT MAP NO. 17721 
 By: Hunsaker & Associates Irvine, Inc.  
 Dated: May 27, 2021 
 

RESPONSE TO CITY OF LAGUNA NIGUEL GEOTECHNICAL REVIEW SHEET DATED 
FEBRUARY 15, 2021 AND NOTICE OF INCOMPLETENESS DATED FEBRUARY 23, 2021 

 By: American Geotechnical, Inc. (File No. 33348-08) 
 Dated: April 2, 2021 
 
 GEOTECHNICAL REVIEW OF TENTATIVE TRACT MAP 
 By: American Geotechnical, Inc. (File No. 33348-08) 
 Dated: January 8, 2021 
 

Dear Ms. Hon: 

 

The project civil engineer, Mr. Robert Glessner of Hunsaker and Associates Irvine, Inc. (Hunsaker), forwarded 

us a copy of the revised Tentative Tract Map No. 17721 (TTM) dated May 27, 2021 for the proposed 

redevelopment project, The Cove at El Niguel, located in Laguna Niguel, California.  Mr. Glessner indicated 

that he had a conference call last week with the City’s geotechnical reviewer, GMU Geotechnical, Inc. (GMU) 

to discuss if a conventional retaining wall could be used on the north side of Playa Blanca and along Crown 

Valley Parkway.  GMU requested that a letter from the project geotechnical engineer, American Geotechnical, 

Inc. (AGI) be provided for their review and the letter should state that based on AGI’s review, the current site 

plan would comply with the recommendations presented in the referenced report dated January 8, 2021 and to 

confirm that the minor changes of the site plan would not affect site geology or recommendations for the 

proposed retaining walls.   
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GEOTECHNICAL REVIEW OF TENTATIVE TRACT MAP DATED MAY 27, 2021 
We conducted a geotechnical review of the revised Tentative Tract Map No. 17721 (TTM) dated May 27, 

2021 prepared by Hunsaker and Associates Irvine, Inc. (Hunsaker).  Prior to our review, we updated Plate 

1 – Preliminary Geotechnical/Geologic Map shown in our January 8, 2021 report by adding a site geologic 

map to the current site plan as shown in the revised TTM dated May 27, 2021.  A copy of the updated 

Plate 1 is attached in this addendum report.  Our review revealed that the revised stie plan has only minor 

changes in the retaining walls on the north side of Playa Blanca and along Crown Valley Parkway.  

 

The current site plan shows a conventional retaining wall proposed on the north side of Playa Blanca.  The 

height of this wall varies from 5 to 6.6 feet maximum.  On top of this wall, another shorter-lengthed 

conventional retaining wall is also proposed.  This wall height varies from 0 to 6 feet maximum.   

 

The current site plan shows either a MSE or conventional retaining wall is proposed on top of the slope 

along Crown Valley Parkway.  This wall varies from 2 to 3.4 feet maximum in height.  There is another 

MSE or conventional retaining wall proposed below the top-of-the slope retaining wall.  This lower retaining 

wall is 2.5 to 3-feet high and is terminated then joined at the top-of-slope retaining wall at the south side of 

Lot 3.   

 

CONCLUSIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
Based on our review of the current site plan shown in the revised Tentative Tract Map No. 17221 (TTM) 

dated May 27, 2021, it is our opinion that from a geotechnical standpoint, the proposed minor changes of 

the retaining walls on the north side of Playa Blanca and along Crown Valley Parkway have no significant 

changes from the previous site plan.  As such, it is our opinion that the recommendations for a 

conventional retaining wall and MSE wall presented in the referenced January 8, 2021 report are still valid 

and applicable to the proposed minor changes of the retaining walls discussed above.  Additionally, it is our 

opinion that the proposed minor changes of the retaining walls would not affect the site geology and would 

not have any significant impact to the stability of the slopes provided the recommendations presented in 

our January 8, 2021 report are followed in the retaining wall design and during construction. 



  
File No. 33348-08 
May 28, 2021 
Page 3 of 3 
 

22725 Old Canal Road, Yorba Linda, CA 92887 - (714) 685-3900 - FAX (714) 685-3909 
4901 Morena Boulevard, Suite 1110, San Diego, CA 92117 - (858) 450-4040 - FAX (858) 457-0814 

3100 Fite Circle, Suite 103, Sacramento, CA 95827 - (916) 368-2088 - FAX (916) 368-2188 
5600 Spring Mountain Road, Suite 201, Las Vegas, NV 89146 - (702) 562-5046 - FAX (702) 562-2457 

We appreciate the opportunity to be of service.  Should you have any questions regarding the information 

provided herein, please do not hesitate to contact this office.  When additional plans become available, 

they should be forwarded to this office for review and comment. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,         

 
AMERICAN GEOTECHNICAL, INC.       
 
 
 
Fei-chiu (Jerry) Huang, Ph.D.   Gregory W. Axten 
Principal Engineer   President/CEO 
G.E. 2601   G.E. 103 
 
 
 
Douglas S. Santo 
Chief Engineering Geologist 
C.E.G. 1866 
 

Enclosure: Updated Preliminary Geotechnical/Geologic Map (Plate 1) 
Distribution: 5 – Addressee (Regular Mail and Email: Deborah.hon@hondev.com) 
  Mr. Brian Diaz (Email: bdiaz@recupero.net) 
   
SP/33348-08 Addendum JH GWA DS 5-28-21 DL 
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