SENT VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
June 30, 2022
Mr. Ty Phimmasone
Transportation Planner
Merced County Association of Governments
369 West 18th Street
Merced, CA 95340
Ty.Phimmasone@mcagov.org

Governor’s Office of Planning & Research
Jun 30 2022

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR MCAG 2022 REGIONAL
TRANSPORTATION PLAN/SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES STRATEGY – DATED
JUNE 20, 2022 (STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER: 2021110289)
Dear Mr. Phimmasone:
The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) received a Draft Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) for the MCAG 2022 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable
Communities Strategy (Project). The Lead Agency is receiving this notice from DTSC
because the Project includes one or more of the following: groundbreaking activities,
work in close proximity to a roadway, work in close proximity to mining or suspected
mining or former mining activities, presence of site buildings that may require demolition
or modifications, importation of backfill soil, and/or work on or in close proximity to an
agricultural or former agricultural site.
The Draft EIR references the Cortese List. Not all sites impacted by hazardous waste
or hazardous materials will be found on the Cortese List. DTSC recommends that the
Hazards and Hazardous Materials section of the EIR address actions to be taken for
any sites impacted by hazardous waste or hazardous materials within the Project area,
not just those found on the Cortese List. DTSC recommends consulting with other
agencies that may provide oversight to hazardous waste facilities and sites in order to
determine a comprehensive listing of all sites impacted by hazardous waste or
hazardous materials within the Project area. DTSC hazardous waste facilities and sites
with known or suspected contamination issues can be found on DTSC’s EnviroStor data
management system. The EnviroStor Map feature can be used to locate hazardous
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waste facilities and sites for a county, city, or a specific address. A search within
EnviroStor indicates that numerous hazardous waste facilities and sites are present
within the Project’s region.
DTSC recommends that the following issues be evaluated in the Hazards and
Hazardous Materials section of the EIR:
1. The EIR should acknowledge the potential for historic or future activities on or
near Project sites to result in the release of hazardous wastes/substances on the
Project site. In instances in which releases have occurred or may occur, further
studies should be carried out to delineate the nature and extent of the
contamination, and the potential threat to public health and/or the environment
should be evaluated. The EIR should also identify the mechanism(s) to initiate
any required investigation and/or remediation and the government agency who
will be responsible for providing appropriate regulatory oversight.
DTSC appreciates the opportunity to comment on the EIR. Should you need any
assistance with an environmental investigation, please visit DTSC’s Site Mitigation and
Restoration Program page to apply for lead agency oversight. Additional information
regarding voluntary agreements with DTSC can be found at DTSC’s Brownfield website.
If you have any questions, please contact me at (916) 255-3710 or via email at
Gavin.McCreary@dtsc.ca.gov.
Sincerely,

Gavin McCreary, M.S.
Project Manager
Site Evaluation and Remediation Unit
Site Mitigation and Restoration Program
Department of Toxic Substances Control
cc:

(via email)
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research
State Clearinghouse
State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov
Mr. Dave Kereazis
Office of Planning & Environmental Analysis
Department of Toxic Substances Control
Dave.Kereazis@dtsc.ca.gov

