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1. Introduction

Redlands Unified School District (RUSD or District) intends develop a stadium at Redlands East Valley High
School (Redlands East Valley HS) over three phases. The proposed project would include a new track and
synthetic grass football field (including scoreboard and competitive-level lighting), bleachers for 3,000 people,
new visitor and home ticketing booth, concessions, custodial and restroom buildings, landscaping, and
pedestrian and vehicle circulation access and entryway improvements. Redlands East Valley HS is located at
31000 East Colton Avenue in the Mentone community of unincorporated San Bernardino County, California.
RUSD will serve as the Lead Agency for the proposed project in accordance with the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA), Section 15051(c). This Initial Study is a preliminary evaluation of the potential
environmental consequences associated with the proposed project. As part of the District’s approval process,
the proposed project is required to undergo an environmental review pursuant to CEQA. The lead agency uses
the Initial Study analysis to determine whether an environmental impact report (EIR) or a negative declaration
(ND) is required. If the Initial Study concludes that the project may have a significant effect on the
environment, an EIR must be prepared. Otherwise, a ND or mitigated negative declaration (MND) is prepared.

1.1 PROJECT LOCATION

Redlands East Valley HS is located at 31000 East Colton Avenue (Assessot’s Parcel Map Numbers 0299-031-
30) in the Mentone community of unincorporated San Bernardino County, California (Figure 1, Regional
Location). The Redlands East Valley High School Stadium project (proposed project) would be developed within
the existing school campus. Specifically, the proposed project would disturb approximately 6.95 acres of the
western side of the approximately 60.1-acre campus (project site). The proposed project would not impact
other areas of the campus.

Regional access to the Redlands East Valley HS campus is provided by State Route (SR) 38 located 0.5 miles
north of the project site and Interstate 10 located approximately 3 miles west and south (see Figure 1, Regional
Location). Redlands East Valley HS is bounded by East Colton Avenue to the north, Opal Avenue to the west,
King Street to the east, and agricultural uses to the south (Figure 2, Local 1icinity and Figure 3, Aerial Photograph
with Photo Locations).

1.2 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

1.2.1 Existing Development and Use

Redlands East Valley HS campus is approximately 60.1 acres in size. The main eastern portion of the campus
is generally configured with classroom buildings and student, staff, and visitor parking lots. The western portion
of the campus is configured with athletic fields and amenities, including baseball and softball fields, tennis
courts, hard courts, a track and field, restrooms, and an additional student parking lot. The northwest corner,
north of the hard courts, also includes a drainage way and above grade utility infrastructure that is fenced off.
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The high school presently provides a total of 951 regular parking stalls and 37 handicapped. East Valley High
School was built in the mid-1990s and has a 2020-21 enrollment of 1,892 students in grades ninth through
twelfth (CDE 2021). The school operates a “collaboration day” schedule on Monday, which includes six 48
minute periods and regular day schedules Tuesday through Friday, which includes six 55 minute periods.
Collaboration day school hours are Monday from 8:30 AM to 2:30 PM, and Regular Day school hours are
Tuesday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 3:15 PM. After-school activities may conclude as late as 10:00 PM,
including use of sport fields on the west side of the campus. The school also provides optional Period 0 or
Period 7 Monday through Friday which occur one hour before and after the school hours.

The proposed project would be located on the western side of the Redlands East Valley HS campus. The
project site encompasses existing sport fields, including football field and track and field, restrooms, hardcourts,
parking lot, paved walkways, drainage way, utility infrastructure, and grassy areas. The project site is
approximately 6.95 acres and is generally flat with a slope that runs along the eastern side of the project site.
The football field is natural grass. The football field is surrounded by a clay track. There are eight existing
hardtop courts to the west of the track and field, along Opal Avenue (See Figure 4, Size Photos).

During the school year, the existing track and field are regularly used by the high school for conducting athletic
practices, physical education classes, and a variety of other scholastic-related events. The high school presently
has no varsity events happen at complex, and it is used mainly for practice, physical education and lower-level
competition. Football games generally occur Thursdays and Fridays from 7 PM to 9:30 PM. Home games occur
at different facilities nearby in addition to the existing project site. Soccer home games generally occur
Wednesday immediately after school until 6:30 PM for boys teams and Fridays immediately afterschool until
6:30 PM for gitls teams, with Junior Varsity (JV) playing before Varsity for both teams. Additionally, track and
field events typically occur Thursday after school until 6 PM, and cross country events typically occur on
Saturday mornings, starting at 7:30 AM, however track and field and cross country events do not currently
occur at the project site. Currently, Redlands East Valley HS hosts around 30 games/events per season,
including lowet-level sporting events, and 30 games/events ate hosted at other facilities. Historically, Redlands
East Valley HS averages about 100 to 200 spectators per game and/or event at the existing track and field.

In addition to Redlands East Valley HS uses, outside sporting groups and non-school related events have been
individually permitted by RUSD to use the practice field. Currently there is only one non-school related event
that uses the stadium, a fundraiser walk, which occurs once per year. Occasional joggers and walkers use the
track and field.

1.2.2 Parking and Access

Main vehicular access to the Redlands East Valley HS campus is provided along East Colton Avenue with three
access points that lead to the primary parking lots. Two additional access points are located on King Street
along the east side of the campus provide access to the primary parking lots, and one additional access point is
provided on Opal Avenue that provides access to the surface parking lot onsite. The primary campus parking
lot on the northeast portion of the campus along East Colton Avenue, offering 858 spaces. Additional parking
is available in a parking lot located on the west side of the Redlands East Valley HS campus on the surface
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parking lot on the project site. The surface parking lot on the project site accessed via Opal Avenue currently
includes 78 parking spaces. In total, the currently campus provides 936 parking spaces.

Pedestrian access to the project site includes crosswalks at the intersections along Colton Avenue, and a sidewalk
surrounding the perimeter of the campus on the north, east, and west sides. The campus includes internal
walkways and paths between buildings throughout the campus and includes a path between the two baseball
fields connecting the buildings on campus to the sports fields.

1.2.3 Existing Land Use

Redlands East Valley HS is within an unincorporated area of San Bernardino County. According to the San
Bernardino County Zoning District Maps, the project site is designated as “IN” Institutional (San Bernardino
2021). The San Bernardino General Plan Land Use map designation is “PF” Public Facility (San Bernardino
2020)

The proposed project would be developed onsite within the boundaries of the existing Redlands East Valley
HS campus, and no new property acquisition would be required to implement the proposed project. The
proposed project’s development would not require modification to the project site’s current General Plan and
zoning designations.

1.2.4  Surrounding Land Use

The project site is bordered by East Colton Avenue and an active development site across Colton Avenue to
the north. The Redlands East Valley HS baseball fields to the east, a single-family residential dwelling and an
agricultural orchard to the south, and Opal Avenue to the west. A single-family and multifamily neighborhood
and a paper supply company are to the west of the campus, across Opal Avenue. See Figure 3, Aerial Photograph
with Photo Locations, and Figure 5, Surrounding Land Use Photos.

The properties surrounding the project site are zoned Community Industrial to the north and west, single
residential to the northeast, rural living-5 acre minimum to the east and south, rural living-5 acre minimum-
agricultural preserve to the southeast, and multiple residential to the west (San Bernardino 2021). The
surrounding General Plan Lan Use designation include Limited Industrial to the northwest, Low density
residential to the north, very low density residential to the east and south, and medium density residential to
the west (San Bernardino 2020).
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Figure 1 - Regional Location
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Figure 2 - Local Vicinity
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Figure 3 - Aerial Photograph with Photo Locations
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Figure 4 - Site Photographs

View 1: From the east side of the track and field, looking west at the track and field on the project site.

View 2: From the gymnasium building to the east of the project site, looking west towards the View 3: From the south side of the hardtop basketball courts onsite, looking north at the basketball View 4: From the northeast corner of the existing surface parking lot onsite, looking southeast at
west side of the project site. courts and towards the north side of project site. the parking lot.

Source: PlaceWorks, 2021
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Figure 5 - Surrounding Land Use Photographs

View 5: From the intersection of Colton Avenue and Opal Avenue, looking northeast at the active View 6: From the east side of the project site, looking east towards the east side of the Redlands View 7: From the east side of the track and field, looking southwest towards the residential and
construction site north of the project site and the residential neighborhood to the northeast East Valley High School campus. agricultural uses to the south of the project site.
of the project site.

View 8: From the existing parking lot on the west side of the project site, looking southwest at the View 9: From the existing parking lot on the west side of the project site, looking northwest at the View 10: From Opal Avenue, south of the project site, looking north along Opal Avenue at the
residential uses along Opal Avenue. industrial use along Opal Avenue. residential and agricultural uses along Opal Avenue.

Source: PlaceWorks, 2021
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1.4 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

1.4.1 Proposed Development

The proposed new football stadium and track and field facilities and associated improvements would replace
the existing football field and track facilities. Plans include bleacher seating for 3,000 people, lighting, a home
ticket booth and restroom/concession building, and visitor ticket booth and restroom/concession building,
The proposed project would also include various improvements to landscaping, new chain-link fencing, access
and circulation improvements, and emergency access.

The new stadium would allow Redlands East Valley High School to hold home games at its own campus. The
high school presently conducts its football home games and track meets at various locations, including
Beaumont High School, Yucaipa Community Park, Citrus Valley High School, and Redlands High School. The
onsite stadium would eliminate the need to bus event participants, e.g., coaches, athletes, and band members,
to home games. The new stadium/track and field facility would also serve as a soutce of school and community
pride by providing the high school with a state-of-the art facility, while at the same time increasing the quality
of the high school’s athletic curriculum.

1411  STADIUM

The proposed project would demolish the existing track and field and regrade and recompact the project site
to allow for the proper base and slope for the proposed improvements. Site demolition will also include removal
of associated concrete and hard surfaces and five trees along the eastern side of the project site. The proposed
project will also relocate the existing metal storage container that currently sits on the southeast corner of the
parking lot along Opal Avenue.

The proposed track and field would be sited approximately 45 feet south of Colton Avenue (approximately 48
feet north of the footprint of the existing track and field), which is approximately 49 feet closer to Colton
Avenue than the existing track and field. The new field will be synthetic turf for soccer and football. The new
track will be synthetic and contain nine lanes. Long and triple jump zone and a new vehicle access gate to the
track on the south side of the new track. High jump and discuss zones will be provided on the north side of
the track. The sport field and track will be surrounded by a new four-foot-high chain link fence and eight-foot-
wide concrete walkway. A new scotreboard with steel and support structure and a 35-foot flagpole will be
installed on the north end of the track and walkway. Four new Musco stadium lights! will be installed around
the track and field, two on the east side at the top of the slope and two on the west side adjacent to the existing
hardtop courts. The eastern stadium lights would be 90 feet tall and would be located on either side of the
stadium seating facing to the west towards the football/soccer field. The western stadium lights would be 80
feet tall, set 12 feet above grade and would be located behind the stadium seating on either end facing towards

! Musco Lighting is a company and brand that designs and manufactures sport field lighting in addition to other lighting solutions
(https:/ /www.musco.com/).

November 2021 Page 15



REDLANDS EAST VALLEY HS STADIUM PROJECT INITIAL STUDY
REDLANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

1. Introduction

the east onto the football/soccer field. Fach stadium light pole would include 11 lighting fixtures at the
maximum height and two to three fixtures.

The proposed project’s development would also involve the installation of bleacher seating and a public address
system. The public address system includes six EV. S x 600 High-Output Indoor/Outdoor Speakers. Four
speakers would be located at the back of the bleachers on the home side at 42 feet tall two additional speakers
would be located at the middle of the visitor side bleachers at 37 feet tall. All size speakers would be positioned
in a downward angle. As shown in Figure 6, Conceptual Stadium Site Plan, the stadium would include separate
bleachers for home and visiting team spectators, providing a combined seating capacity for 3,000 spectators.
The 2,000 home team bleachers and a press box would be installed on the east side of the football field, and
1,000 visiting team bleachers would be installed on the west side of the playing field. The proposed bleacher
structures would be of aluminum construction and installed on a concrete foundation.

The proposed project would construct a new visitor ticket booth, concessions, custodial and restroom building
that would be approximately 1,711 square feet and one story(approximately 14.5 feet above grade); this building
will be located on the southwest of the proposed track and field. The proposed project would also construct a
new home ticket booth, concessions, custodial, and restroom building that would be approximately 5,417 square
feet and two stories high (approximately 16.5 feet relative to upper grade and 28 feet relative to field grade);
this building will be located to the southeast of the proposed track and field.

The proposed project would also include other common or associated amenities, such as the security fencing,
landscaping and groundcover, walkways, and a subsurface drainage system to manage stormwater drainage
throughout the project site.

1412  PEDESTRIAN ACCESS, FENCING, AND VEHICULAR PARKING

The proposed project includes pedestrian access and improvements from the west side (visitor side) and the
east side (home side). The visitor side includes fencing along the basketball courts and fencing between the
parking lot and visitor ticket booth. Pedestrian access from the visitor parking lot through a gate adjacent to
the visitor ticket booth and onto concrete pavement. The home side includes fencing between the baseball
tields with a gated entrance, and a walking path from the eastern portion of the campus between the baseball
tields, lined with trees and gated for access to the stadium. Additional fencing is provided along Colton Avenue
from Opal Avenue to the driveway adjacent to the baseball fields. The visitor side of the proposed project
would be accessed from Opal Avenue. The existing parking lot would be used as visitor parking. The existing
hardtop basketball court would be used for overflow event parking, when necessary, with access via the parking
lot on the west side of the project site. The overflow parking can accommodate up to 150 additional vehicles.
The overflow parking lot would provide an additional 150 parking stalls.

1413  EMERGENCY ACCESS

The proposed project would provide emergency access to the field with a fire access road from the southwest
parking lot which would access the field along the south end. Additionally, the walking path from the central
school campus and facilities to the fields would be widened to provide direct fire access.
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1.4.2 Use and Scheduling

The proposed project is primarily intended to facilitate interscholastic athletic events and competitions,
including football games and track meets. The facility would also be used for athletic team practices, band and
color guard practices and occasional classroom activities, rallies, assemblies, and other academic functions. The
proposed project would allow the District to host varsity events onsite. As scheduling permits, the proposed
project may also accommodate a variety of community-sponsored events in accordance with the Civic Center
Act (Education Code Section 38130-38139) and District policy.

The District anticipates the scheduling of approximately 60 events/games per year that require the use of the
stadium’s public address and/or field lighting systems, five of which would have the potential to be full capacity.
All of the 60 events/games that would be held at the project site are existing events. Thirty of these
events/games currently exist onsite and thirty events/games would be relocated from other facilities; no new
events would occur on the project site. The most heavily attended stadium events would be football games. An
additional number of games, likely no more than two, would be scheduled depending on the team’s playoff
status. Homecoming, games between local school rivals, and possible playoff games could result in maximum-
capacity crowds. Occasional special events, such as rallies, may also result in capacity-sized crowds. As such,
approximately five capacity events are anticipated per year which would have the potential to reach crowds of
over 2,000 spectators.

The District anticipates the scheduling of approximately three home football games per year each for varsity
and Freshman teams. High school football season generally extends from the end of August through the middle
of November, depending on team playoftf status. Varsity games would generally be scheduled on Thursday and
Friday evenings between the hours of 7:00 PM and 9:30 PM. Freshman games would be scheduled immediately
following the end of the school day on Thursday or Friday afternoons. The stadium’s field lights would be in
operation for approximately four hours during any single evening, with lights being turned off by 10:30 PM.
Football practice sessions at the stadium would occur on a regular basis and may, when necessary, utilize the
stadium’s lighting system, with lights being shut off before 9:00 PM.

Track season takes place during the late winter and spring months. The District anticipates the scheduling of
approximately three home track meets during the average school year. Track and field meets would generally
be conducted on Thursday after school until 6 PM, and cross county competitions would be held on Saturdays
, starting at approximately 7:30 AM. Track and field meets are usually held during daylight hours, and generally
do not require the use of stadium lights. However, there a possibility that some meets may require use of the
lighting system. Lights would be turned off prior to 10:30 PM.

Soccer take place during the late winter and spring months home games generally occur Wednesday immediately
after school until 6:30 pm for boys teams and Fridays immediately afterschool until 6:30 for girls teams, with
JV playing before Varsity for both teams. Each team (Gitls JV, Girls V, Boys JV, and Boys V) have 5 home
games per year, for a total of 20 homes games typically occurring with JV and Varsity games occurring
consecutively. Soccer Games at the stadium may, when necessary, utilize the stadium’s lighting system, with
lights being shut off before 9:00 PM.
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Other school uses may include band and color guard practices and competitions, classroom activities, and
possibly rallies and assemblies, most of which would be conducted during daylight hours. The high school’s
band would use the stadium and lighting system one or two nights a week during football season for practice.
Band practice would conclude by approximately 9:00 PM. It is anticipated that daily physical education classes
would not normally utilize the stadium facility. Additionally, some summer events may occur at the project site,
and would be shown in the school’s event schedule.

In addition to scholastic-related uses, the proposed project may also accommodate a vatiety of community-
sponsored events and activities, potentially including youth soccer practices and youth football. Stadium use by
community organizations would be subject to approval by the District and the Civic Center Act. Community
events would generally be scheduled on weekends and would conclude by 10:00 PM. Currently, one community-
sponsored event (a fundraiser walk) uses the facilities, which occurs one time per year.

1.4.3 Project Phasing

The proposed project would be constructed in three phases, with construction activities anticipated to begin in
April 2022 and completed in June 2026. Figures 7 to 9 for site plans for each phase.

1431 PHASE1

Phase 1 of the proposed project includes installing artificial turf sport field, installation of 9-lane synthetic
track and track and field spaces, four Musco stadium lights, and public address system. This would include
installation of the scoreboard and flag pole, trenching and installation of underground utilities, construction
of concrete walking path around the track, installing stadium fencing, parking lot restriping, and relocation of
the metal storage container on the southeastern corner of the parking lot. Following the completion of this
phase, the project site would host home track and field events, and varsity soccer for boys and girls teams,
without bleachers. Refer to Figure 7, Phase 1 Site Plans.

1432  PHASE 2

Phase 2 would include the installation of a 1,000-person bleacher on the visitor team side and a 2,000-person
bleacher on the home team side. Phase 2 would include construction of the new visitor
concessions/restroom/ticket booth building and pedestrian entry improvements, as well as emergency access
improvements such as access gate, roadway, and fire hydrant. This phase also includes new chain-link fencing,
trees, irrigation, and turf surrounding the stadium and basketball courts, landscape improvements and fencing
around the baseball fields and the walking path to the stadium, and several new concrete pavement areas.
Following completion of phase 2, full use of stadium for football games and other events would occur. Refer
to Figure 2, Phase 2 Site Plans.

1433 PHASE3

During Phase 3, the construction of the home concession/restroom buildings and entry improvements would
occur. The new home concession/restroom building would include a ticket booth, concessions, custodial space,
and restrooms. Additionally, new masonry and landscaping would occur between the access point near the
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baseball fields to the home concession building, This phase also includes upgrades to the walking path on the

home side to allow fire access and staircase to the stadium for direct fire access. Refer to Figure 3, Phase 3 Site
Plans.

1.5 DISCRETIONARY APPROVALS

The Redlands Unified School District is the Lead Agency under CEQA and has the approval authority over the
proposed project. Discretionary actions for the proposed project would include: (1) certification of the
environmental document and (2) approval of the proposed project.

1.6 OTHER AGENCY ACTION REQUESTED

The Redlands Unified School District is the Lead Agency under CEQA and has the approval authority over the
proposed project. The District would require approval and/or coordination from the following agencies to
implement the proposed project.

State Agencies

The District will seek approval of the proposed project from the Division of the State Architect (DSA). Since
the project will not receive state funding, CDE and DTSC approvals are not required.

Local Agencies

The District would require approval of the addition of a new fire hydrant from San Bernardino County Fire
Department.

November 2021 Page 19



REDLANDS EAST VALLEY HS STADIUM PROJECT INITIAL STUDY
REDLANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

1. Introduction

This page intentionally left blantk.

Page 20 PlaceWorks



REDLANDS EAST VALLEY HS STADIUM PROJECT INITIAL STUDY

REDLANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Figure 6 - Site Plan
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Figure 8 - Phase 2 Site Plans
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Figure 9 - Phase 3 Site Plans
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2. Environmental Checklist

2.1 PROJECT INFORMATION

1. Project Title: Redlands East Valley High School Stadium Project

2. Lead Agency Name and Address:
Redlands Unified School District
20 W. Lugonia Avenue
Redlands, CA 92374

3. Contact Person and Phone Number:
Ken S. Morse, Coordinator, Operations & Facilities Planning
(909) 748-6730

4. Project Location: The project site is located at 31000 East Colton Avenue (Assessor’s Parcel Map
Numbers 0299-031-30) in the Mentone community of unincorporated San Bernardino County, California

5. Project Sponsor’s Name and Address:
Redlands Unified School District
20 W. Lugonia Avenue
Redlands, CA 92374

6. General Plan Designation: The project site is designated as “PEF” Public Facility in the San Bernardino
General Plan Land Use map.

7. Zoning: The project site is designated as “IN” Institutional in the San Bernardino County Zoning District
Maps.

8. Description of Project: Redlands Unified School District intends to redevelop the stadium at Redlands
East Valley High School over three phases. The proposed project would include a new track and synthetic
grass football field (including scoreboard and Musco field lights), bleachers for 3,000 people, new visitor
and home ticketing booth, concessions, custodial and restroom buildings, landscaping, and pedestrian and
vehicle circulation access and entryway improvements.

9. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting: The project site is bordered by East Colton Avenue and an active
development site across Colton Avenue to the north. The Redlands East Valley HS baseball fields to the
east, a single-family residential dwelling and an agricultural orchard to the south, and Opal Avenue to the
west. A single-family and multifamily neighborhood and a paper supply company are to the west of the
campus, across Opal Avenue. The properties surrounding the project site are zones Community Industrial
to the north and west, single residential to the northeast, rural living-5 acre minimum to the east and south,
rural living-5 acre minimum- agricultural preserve to the southeast, and multiple residential to the west.

November 2021 Page 29



REDLANDS EAST VALLEY HS STADIUM PROJECT INITIAL STUDY
REDLANDS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

2. Environmental Checklist

The surrounding General Plan Lan Use designation include Limited Industrial to the northwest, Low
density residential to the north, very low density residential to the east and south, and medium density
residential to the west.

10. Other Public Agencies Whose Approval Is Required (e.g., permits, financing approval, or
participating agreement):
State Agencies
e Division of the State Architect (DSA)

Local Agencies
e Mentone community of unincorporated San Bernardino County

e  San Bernardino County Fire Department

11. Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the project
area requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.17 If so, is there a
plan for consultation that includes, for example, the determination of significance of impacts to
tribal cultural resources, procedures regarding confidentiality, etc.?

Note: Conducting consultation eatly in the CEQA process allows tribal governments, lead agencies, and

project proponents to discuss the level of environmental review, identify and address potential adverse
impacts to tribal cultural resources, and reduce the potential for delay and conflict in the environmental
review process. (See Public Resources Code section 21080.3.2.) Information may also be available from
the California Native American Heritage Commission’s Sacred Lands File per Public Resources Code
section 5097.94 and the California Historical Resources Information System administered by the
California Office of Historic Preservation. Please also note that Public Resources Code section

21082.3(c) contains provisions specific to confidentiality.

The proposed project would comply with tribal consultation requirements pursuant to Assembly Bill 52
(AB 52). One California Native American tribe, the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians is on the RUSD’s
notification list pursuant to AB 52. The District provided a notification letter to this tribe on November 9,
2021 and as of the time of publication of this Initial Study, no response has been received.
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2.2 ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least one
impact that is a “Potentially Significant Impact,” as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

Aesthetics [J Agriculture / Forestry Resources B Air Quality

(] Biological Resources [J Cultural Resources X Energy

] Geology/Soils Greenhouse Gas Emissions (] Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Hydrology/Water Quality [0 Land Use/Planning [0 Mineral Resources

X Noise [0 Population / Housing X Public Services

[0 Recreation X Transportation X Tribal Cultural Resources

[ Utilities / Service Systems O] wildfire IXI Mandatory Findings of Significance

2.3 DETERMINATION (TO BE COMPLETED BY THE LEAD AGENCY)

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will

not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the
project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

% I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially significant
unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an

eatlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures
based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is

required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because
all potentially significant effects () have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standatds, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that
eatlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed
upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

i r9
Date
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2.4 EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

1.

A brief explanation is required for all answers except “No Impact” answers that are adequately supported
by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each question. A “No Impact”
answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not
apply to projects like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A “No Impact”
answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors, as well as general standards (e.g.,
the project would not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening
analysis).

All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, camulative
as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational impacts.

Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the checklist answers
must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation, or less than
significant. “Potentially Significant Impact” is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may
be significant. If there are one or more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries when the determination is
made, an EIR is required.

“Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated” applies where the
incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially Significant Impact” to a “Less
Than Significant Impact.” The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how
they reduce the effect to a less than significant level.

Eatlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an
effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration. Section 150631(3)(D). In this
case, a brief discussion should identify the following:

a) Earlier Analyses Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within the
scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and
state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

c) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are “Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures
Incorporated,” describe the mitigation measures which were incorporated or refined from the earlier
document and the extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project.

Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for
potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or outside
document should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is
substantiated.

Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or individuals
contacted should be cited in the discussion.
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8. 'This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead agencies
should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project’s environmental
effects in whatever format is selected.

9. The explanation of each issue should identify:

a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and
b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Issues Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
|. AESTHETICS. Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section 21099, would the project:
a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? X

b)  Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings X
within a state scenic highway?

c) Innonurbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing
visual character or quality of public views of the site and its
surroundings? (Public views are those that are experienced X
from publicly accessible vantage point). If the project is in an
urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable
zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality?

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would X
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

Il. AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY RESOURCES. In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are
significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment
Model (1997) prepared by the California Dept. of Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture
and farmland. In determining whether impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are significant environmental effects,
lead agencies may refer to information compiled by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection regarding the
state’s inventory of forest land, including the Forest and Range Assessment Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment
project; and forest carbon measurement methodology provided in Forest Protocols adopted by the California Air Resources
Board. Would the project:

a)  Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps
prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring X
Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use?

b)  Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a X
Williamson Act contract?

c)  Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest
land (as defined in Public Resources Code Section 12220(g)),
timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code X
Section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as
defined by Government Code Section 51104(g))?

d) Resultin the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to X
non-forest use?
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially With Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Issues Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due

to their location or nature, could result in conversion of X

Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land

to non-forest use?
[ll. AIR QUALITY. where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management district or

air pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following determinations. Would the project:
a)  Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air X

quality plan?
b)  Resultin a cumulatively considerable net increase of any

criteria pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment X

under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality

standard?
c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant

concentrations?
d) Resultin other emissions (such as those leading to odors)

adversely affecting a substantial number of people?

[V. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES. would the project:

a)

Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through
habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans,
policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish
and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or
other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional
plans, policies, regulations or by the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally
protected wetlands (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal
pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means?

Interfere substantially with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established
native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the
use of native wildlife nursery sites?

Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or
ordinance?

Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or
other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation
plan?

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES. would the project:

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a
historical resource pursuant to § 15064.5?

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an
archaeological resource pursuant to § 15064.5?

Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside
of formal cemeteries?
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Issues

Potentially
Significant
Impact

Less Than
Significant
With
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

VI. ENERGY. Woul