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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:
Project Title:

Narrows 2 Generator Back-up GSU Transformer Concrete Pad Project

Lead Agency: Yuba County Water Agency
Contact Name:
Email:

Jacob Vander Meulen

JVanderMeulen@yubawater.org

Phone Number:

530-740-7071

Project Location: Smartsville, Yuba County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
YCWA owns and operates Narrows 2 Powerhouse (powerhouse) located 400 feet downstream of Englebright Dam. The
powerhouse receives the water to drive its turbine from Englebright Reservoir. The powerhouse has one 55,000 kVA
Toshiba Generator with an existing oil filled generator step up transformer (GSU transformer). YCWA is purchasing a
replacement GSU transformer for the powerhouse since the existing GSU transformer is 1969 vintage design. The
Proposed Project will construct a permanent location to house the existing (back-up) GSU transformer. Once the new
transformer is installed at the powerhouse the back-up GSU transformer would be placed on the newly constructed
concrete pad located ~1/2 mile from the powerhouse. The back-up GSU transformer would be used if the primary
transformer needs replacement or repairs that necessitates it being taken to an off-site location. Construction would also
include installation of two new power poles and electrical infrastructure needed to periodically test fans and pumps on the
back-up GSU transformer.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The following mitigation measures would reduce the potential for the Proposed Project to have potentially significant
effects on Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, and Tribal Cultural Resources.
Mitigation Measure BIO-1: Special status plants-Special status plant surveys using approved CDFW/USFWS methods
during the appropriate season for identification of covered and no-take plant species. If plants found then further
measures would be implemented to reduce impacts.
Mitigation Measure BIO-2: Avoid or minimize impacts to Bald Eagles, American Peregrine Falcons, Oak Titmouse,
Nuttal's Woodpecker, Other Migratory Birds, and Western Red Bay-Biologist would conduct preconstruction surveys
nests, hunting perches, and roosts near the project site. If nests, hunting perches, and roosts are found appropriate
buffer zones would be created and/or additional monitoring would be implemented.
Mitigation Measure CULT-1: Inadvertent discovery of historical and archaeological resources-If buried cultural deposits
are encountered then all ground-disturbing activity within 50 feet of the resources shall be halted.
Mitigation Measure CULT-2: Inadvertent discovery of human remains-if any such finds are encountered during project
construction, all work within the vicinity of the find shall cease immediately,
***Note CULT-1 and CULT-2 would also be implemented for Tribal Cultural Resources to reduce the impact to Less than
Significant.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

No known areas of controversy

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
N/A

