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SCH #:
Project Title:

Far Niente Winery Major Modification No. P19-00129-MOD

Lead Agency: County of Napa
Contact Name:
Email:

Charlene Gallina, Supervising Planner

charlene.gallina@countyofnapa.org

Project Location: 1350 Acacia Drive, Oakville, CA
City

Phone Number:

707-299-1355

Napa County
County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
A major modification request for an existing 175,000 gallons per year winery to increase wine production, employees,
visitation and marketing events and parking spaces. Construction activities associated with the proposed project consists
of the following: retrofitting an existing cave for hospitality activities, establishment of two outdoor tasting and event
areas, change of uses within the existing Historic Stone Winery, a 14,116 sf addition to the existing Carriage House, an
expansion to the parking area, and installation of other winery-related improvements. On-site and off-site access
improvements include the realignment of the onsite driveway and construction of a new driveway to allow for one-way
circulation through the site to minimize disturbance to existing vegetation. Off-site improvements include construction of a
left-hand turn lane for access from Acacia Drive to the project site. On-site improvements include paving and widening of
the driveway, expansion to the employee parking area and installation of a rail span over an interior existing bridge that
crosses an on-site seasonal stream channel.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
IV. Biological Resources - This section identifies four mitigation measures to reduce potential impacts to less than
significant impacts. On-site improvements would include paving and widening of the driveway, installation of a rail span
over an interior existing bridge that crosses an on-site seasonal stream channel, and an expansion to the parking area,
as well as an approximately 14,116 sf addition to the Carriage House. 12 trees are proposed to be removed as a result of
construction. To achieve the proposed one-way internal circulation improvement, a stream channel must be crossed to
reach the Winery. This seasonal drainage is considered a “Waters of the U.S.” and or Waters of the State (drainage
transports rainfall from the upslope watershed). Seasonal stream channels with a definable bed and bank fall within the
jurisdiction of California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), and Regional
Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB). Any fill or impact to the bed and or bank will require a CDFW 1600 permit,
USACE 404 permit, and a RWQCB 401 Water Quality Certification. Furthermore, any oak tree removal would require
mitigation from CDFW as well as Napa County. Valley Oaks are considered a special resource in the county, and the
existing trees are within the riparian corridor of the drainage adding to their biological value. The project proposes to
widen an existing bridge that spans a drainage way to approximately 20 feet. The existing bridge is located between the
upper and lower parking lots associated with the winery and integral to the proposed one-way vehicle circulation path.
The watercourse in this location is proposed to have a railcar span solution, where the span is laid over the creek,
outside of the bed and bank and its setback, thus eliminating the need to for doing work within the setback.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

None raised to date.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
California Department of Fish & Wildlife
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Regional Water Quality Control Board

