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May 8, 2021

Mr. Andrew Pham
ACTK Capital Partners, LLC

Re:  Updated biological surveys on 69.5-acre property in Victorville, California. (APN
3133-271-15; 3133-281-03; 3133-271-04 — 05; 3133-281-07 — 08; 3133-281-01; 3133-
271-12 - 13; 3133-271-10 - 11; 3133-271-01 —02.  RCA#2017-52A

Dear Andrew:

RCA Associates, Inc. conducted updated biological surveys on the 69.5-acre parcel referenced
above on May 35, 6, and 7, 2021 to determine if site conditions were similar to those observed
during the initial survey conducted in July 2017. The survey was conducted as per the survey
methodology required by California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife (USFWS) as summarized below.

The property is located between Monte Vista Road and Verbena approximately 0.25-miles north
of Bear Valley Road in the City of Victorville (Township 5 North, Range 5 West, Section 32,
USGS Baldy Mesa, California Quadrangle) (Figures 1, 2, 3 and 4). The site supports a creosote
bush plant community (Larrea tridentata) typical of the region.

Methodologies

In addition to evaluating the baseline conditions, focused surveys were also conducted for the
desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizzii) and burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia). Surveys were
conducted on May 5, 6 and 7, 2021 and 10-meter parallel transects were walked in a north-south
direction throughout the property to ensure 100-percent coverage of the site. All transects were
walked at a pace that allow careful observations along the transect routes and in the immediate
vicinity. Data was recorded regarding native plant assemblages, wildlife sign, and existing
impacts to the plant and animal communities.

All transects were walked at a pace that allowed careful observations along the transect routes
and in the immediate vicinity. Field notes were recorded regarding native plant assemblages,



Mr. Andrew Pham
ATCK Capital Partners, LLC
Page 2

wildlife sign, and human affects in order to determine the presence or absence of suitable tortoise
and ow] habitat. Surveys were performed on the site from about 0700 to about 1330 hours each
survey day. Focused surveys combined with identification of the habitat on the site and in the
surrounding area will provide data on the potential presence or absence of desert tortoises and
burrowing owls. Temperatures during the survey were in the mid 60’s to mid 80’s ('F), wind
speeds of about 0 to 5 mph, and clear skies. No precipitation was recorded during the survey.
Surveys were also performed out to a distance of about 150 meters (~500 feet) beyond the
property boundaries to identify any sign of desert tortoises or owls outside the project area

Results

The site conditions were very similar to those which were initially documented in July 2017 and
have not changed significantly over the last four years. In addition, no desert tortoises or tortoise
sign (scats, burrows, carcasses were observed on the site or in the surrounding. Furthermore, no
burrowing owls or owl sign (castings, burrows, whitewash, etc.) were identified during the field
investigations. However, numerous Joshua trees, which were listed as a proposed threatened
species by CDFW in September 2020, are present on the site and impacts to the Joshua trees will
be considered significant by CDFW. An Incidental Take Permit will likely be required by
CDFW in order to mitigate for the “take™ (i.e., impact) of the Joshu8a trees on the site during
future development activities.

Sincerely,

SaelV ol

Randall C. Arnold, Jr.
President and Senior Biologist,
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