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summary to each electronic copy of the document.
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Stewart Gravel Bar Use Permit and Reclamation Plan
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707-234-6650

Mendocino

Project Location:
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Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The Proposed Project consists of seasonal gravel extraction and reclamation activities on a gravel bar known as the
Stewart Bar located on the Middle Fork Eel River in Mendocino County. Stewart Bar is an instream gravel bar with
aggraded sand and gravel that contains no topsoil, overburden, trees, or vegetation.
Project activities will involve the excavation of sand and gravel using conventional construction equipment (e.g., dozer,
excavator, water truck) and loading of the material into haul trucks for transport to an existing processing facility located
off SR 162 near Longvale, California. Only extraction, loading, and haul out are to occur at the Stewart Bar, with no
processing onsite. A total annual extraction limit of 20,000 cubic yards of sand and gravel is proposed.
Project activities will be timed during the summer low-flow season (June 1 through October 30), with an anticipated total
of 45 operating days per year. Hours of operation will be 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday during the
seasonal extraction period. The Use Permit will allow gravel extractions up to 20,000 cubic yards per year for the next 20
years (400,000 cubic yards total).
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Biological Resources: Western pond turtle, mitigations include; preconstruction survey, stoppage of work if found within a
25-foot radius, and fencing of work area. Anadromous fish species, mitigations include;daylight operation activities only,
minimum channel disturbance, undisturbed head buffer area, site maintenance, no on-site refueling or storing of
vehicles, recontouring of sand bar at end of season. Foothill yellow-legged frog, mitigations include; sand bar must be of
flowing or ponded water, preconstruction survey, biodegradable erosion control. Waters of the United States, mitigations
include; Nationwide permit and stream-bed alteration agreement. Migratory birds and raptors, mitigations include;
operations out-side of nesting season, preconstruction survey, protection buffer area.
Cultural Resources: Cultural or Archaeological Resource Discovery, mitigation include requirements for discovered
buried materials/human remains.
Hazards and Hazardous Materials: Spill prevention plan requirement, and fire safety procedures.
Hydrology and Water Quality: NPDES permit required, regular inspection of on-site vehicles, the Project proponent shall
submit to the respective agency the necessary application(s) for any approvals and/or permits from the: (a) SWRCB, and
(b) California RWQCB, North Coast Region. Prior to commencement of mining activities as authorized by this approval,
the Project proponent shall prepare and obtain approval of a Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures Response
Plan from the Mendocino County Public Health Services Department/Environmental Health Division and the California
Department of Water Resources, for review and approval by those agencies.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
National Marine Fisheries Service
California Department of Fish & Wildlife
California Department of Water Resources
California Regional Water Quality Control Board

