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that the remains are not subject to his or her authority and recognizes or has reason to believe the human 
remains are those of a Native American, he or she shall contact, by telephone within 24 hours, the Native 
American Heritage Commission. 

California Public Resources Code, Sections 5097.9 to 5097.991 

PRC §5097.9 to §5097.991 provide protection to Native American historical and cultural resources and 
sacred sites and identify the powers and duties of the NAHC. These sections also require notification to 
descendants of discoveries of Native American human remains and provide for treatment and disposition of 
human remains and associated grave goods. 

5.14.3 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

Native American Tribes  

The NPGSP area lies within the historic territorial boundaries of the Tongva, later known as Gabrielino 
Indians. The Gabrielino were Shoshonean and Takic language speakers, who resided in the Los Angeles 
Basin and adjacent San Fernando Valley at the time of European contact. The fully developed Gabrielino 
culture was a socially and economically complex hunting and gathering group, very advanced in their culture, 
social organization, religious beliefs, and art and material object production. Gabrielino culture underwent 
dramatic changes following European contact. Introduced diseases weakened and killed large numbers of 
native peoples, and most Gabrielino villages were abandoned by 1810. Gabrielino survivors helped build 
the Spanish Missions and the Mexican and American ranches that followed (Greenwood 2017). 

Tribal Cultural Resources 
The City is fully developed and has undergone extensive ground disturbance associated with past 
development and excavations. However, subsurface tribal cultural resources have been discovered during 
redevelopment or further ground disturbing activities within the City.   

5.12.4 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Appendix G of CEQA Guidelines indicates that a project could have a significant effect if it were to cause 
a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in Public Resources 
Code §21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically defined in terms of 
the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or object with cultural value to a California Native 
American tribe, and that is: 

TCR-1  Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register of 
historical resources as defined in Public Resources Code Section 5020.1(k); or 

TCR-2 A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial evidence, 
to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. In 
applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency 
shall consider the significance of the resource to a California Native American tribe. 

5.14.5 METHODOLOGY 
In compliance with SB 18 and AB 52, on May 19,2022, the City sent letters to Native American groups or 
individuals that may have knowledge regarding tribal cultural places in the NPGSP area that include the 
following:  

• Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians - Kizh Nation. 
• Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians  
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• Gabrielino /Tongva Nation 
• Gabrielino Tongva Indians 
• Gabrielino-Tongva Tribe 
• Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians 
• Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians 

A response was received on July 13, 2022, from the Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation. The 
response stated that the Tribe is in agreement with the Specific Plan but would like to request consultation if 
there will be ground disturbance occurring for any and all future projects within the NPGSP area.  

5.14.6 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS  
IMPACT TCR-1: THE PROJECT WOULD NOT CAUSE A SUBSTANTIAL ADVERSE CHANGE IN THE 

SIGNIFICANCE OF A HISTORIC TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCE THAT IS LISTED OR 
ELIGIBLE FOR LISTING IN THE CALIFORNIA REGISTER OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES, 
OR IN A LOCAL REGISTER OF HISTORICAL RESOURCES AS DEFINED IN PUBLIC 
RESOURCES CODE SECTION 5020.1(K).   

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated  

As defined by state law in Title 14 California Code of Regulations Section 4850, the term "historic resource" 
means "any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript, which is historically or 
archaeologically significant, or which is significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, 
agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or cultural history of California." As defined by Section 
15064.5(a) of the CEQA Guidelines, the term "historic resource" includes the following: 

• A resource listed in, or determined eligible for, listing in the California Register of Historical 
Resources (Public Resources Code [PRC] Sections 5024.1). 

• A resource included in a local register of historical resources or identified as significant in an historical 
resource survey meeting the requirements Section 5024.1 (g) of the PRC. Public agencies must treat 
any such resource as significant unless the preponderance of evidence demonstrates that it is not 
historically or culturally significant. 

• Any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript which is historically or 
archaeologically significant, or is significant in the architectural, engineering, scientific, economic, 
agricultural, educational, social, political, military, or cultural annals of California, provided the lead 
agency's determination is supported by substantial evidence in light of the historical record. 

• Generally, a resource shall be considered by the lead agency to be "historically significant" if the 
resource meets at least one of the four criteria for listing on the California Register of Historical 
Resources (PRC Section 5024.1 [al), which are as follows: 

1. It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
California history and cultural heritage. 

2. It is associated with the lives of persons important in our past. 
3. It embodies the distinctive characteristic of an important creative individual, or possesses high 

artistic values; orcs of a type, period, region, or method of construction, or represents the work; 
or 

4. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, important information in prehistory or history. 

A tribal cultural resource may also meet the criteria described above for a historic resource. However, 
according to the City’s General Plan, there are no known historical tribal cultural resources within the City. 
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SB 18 and AB 52 require meaningful consultation between lead agencies and California Native American 
tribes regarding potential impacts on tribal cultural resources. As described above, tribal cultural resources 
are sites, features, places, cultural landscapes, sacred places, and objects with cultural value to a California 
Native American tribe that are either eligible or listed in the California Register of Historical Resources or 
local register of historical resources (PRC Section 21074).  The City sent letters to Native American Tribes on 
May 19,2022 notifying them of the proposed Project in accordance with SB 18 and AB 52. In response, 
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation, a California Native American tribe, sent a letter on July 
13, 2022 stating that the Tribe is in agreement with the Specific Plan, but would like to request consultation 
if there will be ground disturbance occurring for any and all future projects within the NPGSP area. Pursuant 
to this request, Mitigation Measure TCR-1 has been included, which requires the City to contact the 
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation and invite them to consult with the City regarding the 
subject development’s potential to impact tribal cultural resources during ground disturbance activities and 
provide for monitoring of ground disturbing activity, as necessary. 

Implementation of the proposed NPGSP would not directly result in physical construction that could impact 
tribal cultural resources. However, development and redevelopment projects pursuant to the NPGSP could 
involve grading and excavation to greater depths than previously undertaken that could disturb unknown 
buried tribal cultural resources. As described in Section 5.3, Cultural Resources, Mitigation Measures CUL-2 
through CUL-7 provide measures to protect cultural resources that could be uncovered during construction. In 
addition, TCR-1 through TCR-3 are required for implementing projects and would reduce the potential for 
tribal cultural resources to be impacted during earthmoving activities and provides for preservation of any 
identified resources.  

With implementation of Mitigation Measures CUL-1 through CUL-7 and TCR-1 through TCR-3, impacts 
related to a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource would be less than 
significant.  

IMPACT TCR-2: THE PROJECT WOULD NOT CAUSE A SUBSTANTIAL ADVERSE CHANGE IN THE 
SIGNIFICANCE OF A RESOURCE DETERMINED BY THE LEAD AGENCY, IN ITS 
DISCRETION AND SUPPORTED BY SUBSTANTIAL EVIDENCE, TO BE SIGNIFICANT 
PURSUANT TO CRITERIA SET FORTH IN SUBDIVISION (C) OF THE PUBLIC RESOURCES 
CODE SECTION 5024.1, THAT CONSIDERS THE SIGNIFCANCE OF THE RESOURCES TO 
A CALIFORNIA NATIVE AMERICAN TRIBE.  

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated  

As described in Section 5.3, Cultural Resources, the Specific Plan is located in an urbanized area; however, 
future site-specific development projects pursuant to the Specific Plan could involve grading and excavation 
to greater depths than previously undertaken that could disturb buried archaeological resources, including 
tribal cultural resources. Thus, Mitigation Measures CUL-1 through CUL-7 are included to reduce the potential 
for archaeological resources, which include tribal cultural resources, to be impacted during earthmoving 
activities and provides for preservation of any identified resources. Furthermore, as a result of SB 18 and 
AB 52 tribal consultation, Mitigation Measures TCR-1 through TCR-3 are included to require tribal monitoring 
for sites that are sensitive for tribal cultural resources and provisions for inadvertent discoveries of tribal 
cultural resources. With implementation of Mitigation Measures CUL-1 through CUL-7 and TCR-1 through 
TCR-3, impacts related to a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource would 
be less than significant. 

5.14.7 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 
The cumulative study area for tribal cultural resources includes the Southern California region, which contains 
the same general tribal historic setting of the Gabrieleño, as detailed previously in Section 5.15.3, 
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Environmental Setting. Other projects in the vicinity of the NPGSP area would involve ground disturbances 
that could reveal buried tribal cultural resources.  

As described above, there is a possibility that ground-disturbing activities in native soils may uncover or 
disturb unknown tribal cultural resources. However, the Project has included Mitigation Measures CUL-1 
through CUL-7 and TCR-1 through TCR-3 that would reduce the potential impact to unknown resources, and 
cumulative development would be required to undergo environmental review, which would establish 
requirements for avoidance or mitigation of impacts potential resources. Thus, the cumulative effects of 
development on tribal cultural resources from implementation of the proposed Specific Plan in combination 
with other projects would be less than significant. 

5.14.8 EXISTING REGULATIONS 
• California Government Code Sections 5097.9-5097.99 

• California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 

• California Public Resources Code Sections 21073 et seq. (AB 52) 

5.14.9 LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE BEFORE MITIGATION 
Without mitigation, Impacts TCR-1 and TCR-2 would be potentially significant. 

5.14.10 MITIGATION MEASURES 
Mitigation Measure TCR-1 Tribal Consultation. Prior to issuance of a grading permit for a development 
project within the NPGSP area that includes ground disturbance, the City shall contact the Gabrieleno Band 
of Mission Indians – Kizh Nation (Tribe) and invite them to consult with the City regarding the potential of 
the subject development to impact tribal cultural resources during ground disturbance activities. 

If substantial evidence is presented by the Tribe of the potential presence of a previously unknown tribal 
cultural resource, a qualified Native American Monitor shall be retained prior to the commencement of any 
“ground-disturbing activity” for the development (i.e., both on-site and any off-site locations that are 
included in the project description/definition and/or required in connection with the project, such as public 
improvement work). “Ground disturbing activity” shall include, but is not limited to, demolition, pavement 
removal, potholing, auguring, grubbing, tree removal, boring, grading, excavation, drilling, and trenching. 

Any monitoring shall require a copy of the executed monitoring agreement to be submitted to the lead 
agency prior to the earlier of the commencement of any ground-disturbing activity, or the issuance of any 
permit necessary to commence a ground-disturbing activity. 

The monitor will complete daily monitoring logs that will provide descriptions of the relevant ground-
disturbing activities, the type of construction activities performed, locations of ground disturbing activities, 
soil types, cultural-related materials, and any other facts, conditions, materials, or discoveries of significance 
to the Tribe. Monitor logs will identify and describe any discovered TCRs, including but not limited to, Native 
American cultural and historical artifacts, remains, places of significance, etc., (collectively, tribal cultural 
resources, or “TCR”), as well as any discovered Native American (ancestral) human remains and burial goods. 
Copies of monitor logs will be provided to the project applicant/lead agency upon written request to the 
Tribe. 

Tribal monitoring shall conclude upon the latter of the following (1) written confirmation  to the Tribe from a 
designated point of contact for the project applicant/lead agency that all  ground-disturbing activities and 
phases that may involve ground-disturbing activities on the project site or in connection with the project are 
complete; or (2) a determination and written notification by the Tribe to the project applicant/lead agency 
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that no future, planned construction activity and/or development/construction phase at the project site 
possesses the potential to impact tribal cultural resources. 

Upon discovery of any tribal cultural resources, all construction activities in the immediate vicinity of the 
discovery shall cease (i.e., not less than the surrounding 50 feet) and shall not resume until the discovered 
tribal cultural resource has been fully assessed by the Tribal monitor and/or Tribal archaeologist. The 
monitoring Tribe will recover and retain all discovered tribal cultural resources in the form and/or manner 
the Tribe deems appropriate, in the Tribe’s sole discretion, and for any purpose the Tribe deems 
appropriate, including for educational, cultural and/or historic purposes. 

Mitigation Measure TCR-2. Unanticipated Discovery of Human Remains and Associated Funerary 
Objects 

A. Native American human remains are defined in PRC 5097.98 (d)(1) as an inhumation or cremation, and 
in any state of decomposition or skeletal completeness. Funerary objects, called associated grave goods 
in Public Resources Code Section 5097.98, are also to be treated according to this statute. 

B. If Native American human remains and/or grave goods discovered or recognized on the project site, then 
all construction activities shall immediately cease. Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 dictates that 
any discoveries of human skeletal material shall be immediately reported to the County Coroner and all 
ground-disturbing activities shall immediately halt and shall remain halted until the coroner has 
determined the nature of the remains. If the coroner recognizes the human remains to be those of a Native 
American or has reason to believe they are Native American, he or she shall contact, by telephone within 
24 hours, the Native American Heritage Commission, and Public Resources Code Section 5097.98 shall 
be followed. 

C. Human remains and grave/burial goods shall be treated alike per California Public Resources Code 
section 5097.98(d)(1) and (2). 

D. Construction activities may resume in other parts of the project site at a minimum of 200 feet away from 
discovered human remains and/or burial goods, if the monitoring Tribe that resuming construction activities 
at that distance is acceptable and provides the project manager express consent of that determination 
(along with any other mitigation measures the Tribal monitor and/or archaeologist deems necessary). 
(CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(f).) 

E. Preservation in place (i.e., avoidance) is the preferred manner of treatment for discovered human remains 
and/or burial goods. Any historic archaeological material that is not Native American in origin (non-TCR) 
shall be curated at a public, non-profit institution with a research interest in the materials, such as the 
Natural History Museum of Los Angeles County or the Fowler Museum, if such an institution agrees to 
accept the material. If no institution accepts the archaeological material, it shall be offered to a local 
school or historical society in the area for educational purposes. 

F. Any discovery of human remains/burial goods shall be kept confidential to prevent further disturbance. 

Mitigation Measure TCR-3. Procedures for Burials and Funerary Remains 

A. As the Most Likely Descendant (“MLD”), the Koo-nas-gna Burial Policy shall be implemented. To the Tribe, 
the term “human remains” encompasses more than human bones. In ancient as well as historic times, Tribal 
Traditions included, but were not limited to, the preparation of the soil for burial, the burial of funerary 
objects with the deceased, and the ceremonial burning of human remains. 

B. If the discovery of human remains includes four or more burials, the discovery location shall be treated as 
a cemetery and a separate treatment plan shall be created. 
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C. The prepared soil and cremation soils are to be treated in the same manner as bone fragments that 
remain intact. Associated funerary objects are objects that, as part of the death rite or ceremony of a 
culture, are reasonably believed to have been placed with individual human remains either at the time 
of death or later; other items made exclusively for burial purposes or to contain human remains can also 
be considered as associated funerary objects. Cremations will either be removed in bulk or by means as 
necessary to ensure complete recovery of all sacred materials. 

D. In the case where discovered human remains cannot be fully documented and recovered on the same day, 
the remains will be covered with muslin cloth and a steel plate that can be moved by heavy equipment 
placed over the excavation opening to protect the remains. If this type of steel plate is not available, a 
24-hour guard should be posted outside of working hours. The Tribe will make every effort to recommend 
diverting the project and keeping the remains in situ and protected. If the project cannot be diverted, it 
may be determined that burials will be removed. 

E. In the event preservation in place is not possible despite good faith efforts by the project 
applicant/developer and/or landowner, before ground-disturbing activities may resume on the project 
site, the landowner shall arrange a designated site location within the footprint of the project for the 
respectful reburial of the human remains and/or ceremonial objects. 

F. Each occurrence of human remains and associated funerary objects will be stored using opaque cloth bags. 
All human remains, funerary objects, sacred objects and objects of cultural patrimony will be removed to 
a secure container on site if possible. These items should be retained and reburied within six months of 
recovery. The site of reburial/repatriation shall be on the project site but at a location agreed upon 
between the Tribe and the landowner at a site to be protected in perpetuity. There shall be no publicity 
regarding any cultural materials recovered. 

G. The Tribe will work closely with the project’s qualified archaeologist to ensure that the excavation is 
treated carefully, ethically and respectfully. If data recovery is approved by the Tribe, documentation 
shall be prepared and shall include (at a minimum) detailed descriptive notes and sketches. All data 
recovery data recovery-related forms of documentation shall be approved in advance by the Tribe. If 
any data recovery is performed, once complete, a final report shall be submitted to the Tribe and the 
NAHC. The Tribe does Not authorize any scientific study or the utilization of any invasive and/or 
destructive diagnostics on human remains. 

5.14.11 LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION 
The mitigation measures and existing regulations described previously would reduce potential impacts 
associated with tribal cultural resources for Impacts TCR-1 and TCR-2 to a level that is less than significant. 
Therefore, no significant unavoidable adverse impacts related to tribal cultural resources would occur. 
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Resources Inventory Report, April 2017. 
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5.15 Utilities and Service Systems 

5.15.1 INTRODUCTION 
This section of the Draft EIR evaluates the potential effects on utilities and service systems from implementation 
of the NPGSP, identifying anticipated demand and existing and planned utility availability and the physical 
environmental effects of new or expanded facilities to maintain acceptable service levels related to water 
and wastewater utilities, storm drainage, and non-hazardous solid waste. Because CEQA focuses on physical 
environmental effects, this section analyzes whether increases in demand that would result from the proposed 
NPGSP would result in significant adverse physical environmental effects. This includes water supply and 
infrastructure, wastewater, drainage, and solid waste. Electric power and natural gas are addressed in 
Section 5.4, Energy.  

Implementation of the NPGSP would provide for redevelopment and infill development and a multimodal 
circulation system within 0.5 mile of the planned WSAB transit station. At full buildout, the NPGSP would 
result in the addition of up to 5,044 new residential units and 31,171 square feet of retail and office space 
within the proposed 25-year growth period. This would accommodate approximately 18,209 additional 
residents at maximum buildout of the allowable uses of the NPGSP. 

5.15.2 WATER  
5.15.2.1 Water Regulatory Setting 

State  

California Urban Water Management Planning Act  
Section 10610 of the California Water Code established the California Urban Water Management Planning 
Act (CUWMPA), requires urban water suppliers to initiate planning strategies to ensure an appropriate level 
of reliability in its water service. CUWMPA states that every urban water supplier that provides water to 
3,000 or more customers, or that annually provides more than 3,000 acre-feet of water service, should make 
every effort to ensure the appropriate level of reliability in its water service to meet the needs of its 
customers during normal, dry, and multiple-dry years. The CUWMPA describes the contents of UWMPs as 
well as methods for urban water suppliers to adopt and implement the plans.  

CALGreen Building Code  
California Code of Regulations Title 24, Part 11, establishes the California Green Building Code or 
CALGreen that is updated every 3 years. CALGreen sets forth water efficiency standards (i.e., maximum 
flow rates) for all new plumbing and irrigation fittings and fixtures. 

Local  

City of Paramount General Plan 
The following policies from the City of Paramount General Plan are relevant to the NPGSP: 

Public Facilities Element  

Policy 2.  The City of Paramount will provide water storage and delivery capacity to meet normal 
usage and fire requirements. 

Policy 4.  The City of Paramount will protect, conserve, and enhance water resources through 
implementation of the Water Master Plan. 
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Municipal Code 
Water Conservation. Chapter 13.04, Article 5, of the Municipal Code provides a water conservation and 
supply shortage program to reduce water consumption in the City through conservation, enable effective 
water supply planning, assure reasonable and beneficial use of water, prevent waste of water, and 
maximize the efficient use of water within the City to avoid and minimize the effect and hardship of water 
shortages to the greatest extent possible. 

Additionally, the code establishes six stages of water supply shortage response actions to be implemented 
during times of declared water shortage or declared water shortage emergencies, with increasing restrictions 
on water uses in response to worsening drought conditions, decreasing water supplies, and/or emergency 
conditions.   

Water Efficient Landscape. Municipal Code Section 17.96.030 establishes standards and procedures for 
the design, installation, and management of water conserving landscapes and water-efficient irrigation 
systems in order to utilize available plant, water, and land resources to avoid excessive landscape water 
demands and to foster long-term water conservation while ensuring high quality landscape design, and 
respecting the economic, environmental, aesthetic, and lifestyle choices of individuals and property owners. 
The requirements of this chapter include compliance with the State Model Water Efficient Landscape 
Ordinance (MWELO).  

5.15.2.2 Water Environmental Setting 
The City’s Water Department provides water service to the NPGSP area. As described in the Paramount 
Urban Water Management Plan (2020), the City has three water sources: groundwater, imported water 
(surface), and recycled water. Imported water is purchased through the Central Basin Municipal Water 
District (CBMWD), who in turn receives the water through the Metropolitan Water District of Southern 
California (MWD) and the State Water Project (SWP). The City also has emergency mutual-aid domestic 
water connections with the City of Long Beach, the City of Downey, and the Golden State Water Company 
(which serves a small section of Paramount to the north of the NPGSP area).  

The City provides potable water service to residential, commercial, industrial, and institutional customers 
through a system that includes four wells; two imported water connections; approximately 130 miles of water 
transmission and distribution mains; and appurtenant valves, hydrants, and equipment. The existing water 
mains within the NPGSP area include the following: 

• Arthur Avenue. The trunk main is a 12-inch cast iron line from Denver Street to Rose Street.  

• Laredo Avenue. The trunk main is an 8-inch line from Howe Street to Rose Street.  

• McClure Avenue. The trunk is an 8-inch line from Denver Street to the end of the street.  

• Denver Street. The trunk main is a 4-inch line from McClure Avenue to Arthur Avenue. 

• Pearle Street. The trunk main is an 8-inch line from Paramount Boulevard to Arthur Avenue.  

• Howe Street. The trunk main is a 12-inch line from Orizaba Avenue to Paramount Boulevard and 
transitions to a 14-inch trunk past Arthur Avenue.  

• Rose Street. The trunk main is an 8-inch line from Arthur Avenue to Paramount Boulevard.  

• Paramount Boulevard. The trunk main is a 12-inch line from Century Boulevard to Rosecrans Avenue. 

• Rosecrans Avenue. The trunk main is a 16-inch and 6-inch line from Anderson Street to west of 
Paramount Boulevard.  
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• Orizaba Avenue. The trunk main is a 6-inch line from Howe Street and transitions into a 16-inch line 
before Rosecrans Avenue.  

• Anderson Street. The trunk main is a 12-inch and 8-inch line from Howe Street to Rosecrans Avenue. 

The City overlies the Central Groundwater Basin (Central Basin). Upon the Central Basin’s adjudication in 
1965, the City was allocated an annual pumping right, which is currently 5,883 acre-feet per year plus 20% 
carryover rights. The City does not have any storage reservoirs, although the groundwater basin acts as 
ground storage for the City. 

The City’s 2020 Urban Water Management Plan describes that water consumption has ranged from a low 
of 90 gallons per day per capita (GPCD) in 2019 to a maximum of 124 GPCD in 2004. The average use 
per day during the period from 2001 through 2020 was 110 gallons per person. The 2020 Urban Water 
Management Plan also describes that the 2020 actual raw water demand was 5,837 acre-feet (AF) and 
anticipates a raw water demand of 6,446 AF in 2045, which is an increase of 609 AF over the 25-year 
timeframe. As shown on Table 5.15-1, the 2020 Urban Water Management Plan’s identified water supplies 
are projected to exceed the anticipated demand through year 2045. 

Table 5.15-1: 2020 Urban Water Management Plan Water Supplies and Demands (Acre-Feet) 

 2025 2030 2035 2040 2045 
Supplies 7,876 7,902 7,902 7,902 7,902 
Demand 5,955 6,074 6,194 6,320 6,446 
Difference 1,921 1,828 1,708 1,582 1,456 

Source: 2020 City of Paramount Urban Water Management Plan 

5.15.2.3 Water Thresholds of Significance  
Appendix G of CEQA Guidelines indicates that a project could have a significant effect if it were to: 

UT-1 Require or result in the relocation or construction of new water facilities, or expansion of 
existing facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental effects; or 

UT-2 Not have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably foreseeable 
future development during normal, dry, and multiple dry years. 

5.15.2.4 Water Service Methodology 
Evaluation of water infrastructure, water demand and supply is based upon information incorporated in the 
City’s 2020 Urban Water Management Plan, the City’s General Plan, and a comparison of the water needed 
to serve buildout of the NPGSP area.  

5.15.2.5 Water Environmental Impacts  
IMPACT UT-1:  THE PROJECT WOULD NOT REQUIRE OR RESULT IN THE RELOCATION OR 

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW WATER FACILITIES, OR EXPANSION OF EXISTING FACILITIES, 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF WHICH COULD CAUSE SIGNIFICANT ENVIRONMENTAL 
EFFECTS. 

Less than Significant 
Implementation of development projects pursuant to the NPGSP would increase the intensity of land uses 
within the NPGSP area. Future site-specific development projects would install onsite water infrastructure 
and new connection points to existing water lines in roadway rights-of-way. Such improvements would be 
required to be sized to accommodate the water demand of each new development, and all specifications 
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of the Municipal Code (Chapter 13.04 – Water Works System). All new projects are required to undergo 
CEQA review which would identify any mitigation measures necessary pertaining to construction noise, air 
quality, dust suppression, and erosion control. No needs for expansion of the existing physical water 
distribution infrastructure within the NPGSP area have been identified during investigations conducted in 
preparation for the NPGSP. Thus, the NPGSP does not require and has not been identified to result in the 
relocation or construction of water facilities that could result in environmental effects.  

Compliance with CEQA and the Municipal Code, as ensured through the City’s development review and 
permitting process, would ensure that construction related impacts associated with future development project 
water connections within the NPGSP area would be less than significant.  

IMPACT UT-2:  THE PROJECT WOULD NOT HAVE SUFFICIENT WATER SUPPLIES AVAILABLE TO SERVE 
THE PROJECT AND REASONABLY FORESEEABLE DEVELOPMENT DURING NORMAL, 
DRY, AND MULTIPLE DRY YEARS.  

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated  

According to the 2020 UWMP, the City’s water system currently serves approximately 55,461 people within 
its service area. Key factors that affect water demands are population growth, increases in land use 
development, industrial growth, and reductions in annual rainfall. The average use per capita per day during 
the period from 2001 through 2020 was 110 gallons. As shown in Table 5.15-1, the 2020 Urban Water 
Management Plan’s identified water supplies are projected to exceed the anticipated demand by 1,456 
AF in 2045. However, this does not include the City’s carryover rights from the groundwater basin, the ability 
to increase imported water supplies, and the City’s six stages of water supply shortage responses to 
implement in multiple dry years to conserve up to 50 percent of water usage.  

Full buildout of the NPGSP is conservatively estimated to result in 18,209 additional residents, which at 110 
gallons per capita per day, would generate a water demand increase of 2,243.64 AF that would occur 
incrementally as development projects are approved and completed. As detailed in Section 5.11, Population 
and Housing, the estimated residents at buildout of the NPGSP is a conservative assumption, because it does 
not take into account (or credit for) any existing development, as it is unknown exactly what parcels would 
be redeveloped and what the future applications for redevelopment would be. Also, it is likely that most 
redevelopment projects would not include maximum development capacity of the sites. Furthermore, it is 
probable that most of the multi-family residences within mixed-use and infill developments would be smaller 
studio, one-bedroom, and two-bedroom units that would not house 3.61 persons. Therefore, these 
assumptions, while are consistent with the California Department of Finance data for the City, are 
conservative and likely overestimate the number of residents that would be generated by buildout of the 
proposed Project. 

Table 5.15-2 provides water demand and supply projections from the City’s 2020 UWMP and includes 
projections through 2040 during various dry year (drought) scenarios. As shown, the City’s 2020 UWMP 
details that in a 5-year drought condition in 2040 hydrology would be reduced, such that demand would 
exceed supply by 172 AF. However, this does not include additional supplies that would be available 
through surplus storage (the 20% groundwater basin carryover rights). Instead, it demonstrates the water to 
be added to the supply system based on the hydrology of those years.  

The supplemental water needed in drought years that is beyond the City’s groundwater supply rights would 
come from increasing the volume of water obtained from the Central Basin Water District (CBMWD) that is 
a wholesale agency that imports water from the Metropolitan Water District (MWD) and provides between 
4,500 to 5,500 acre-feet of recycled water for landscape irrigation. The recycled water is obtained from 
wastewater facilities and is a long-term reliable source of irrigation supply.  
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Table 5.15-2: City UWMP Multiple Dry Years Supply and Demand Comparison (Acre-Feet) 
Water Supply/Use (AFY) 2025 2030 2035 2040 
Year 1 Available Supply 2020 UWMP 7,955 7,981 7,981 7,981 

Estimated Demand 2020 UWMP  5,967 6,086 6,206 6,333 
Available Supply Capacity  +2,028 +1,895 +1,775 +1,648 

Year 2 Available Supply 2020 UWMP 7,718 7,493 7,493 7,493 
Estimated Demand 2020  6,325 6,452 6,578 6,713 
Available Supply Capacity +1,393 +1,041 +915 +780 

Year 3 Available Supply 2020 UWMP 7,797 7,823 7,823 7,823 
Estimated Demand 2020 UWMP  6,705 6,838 6,973 7,116 
Available Supply Capacity +1,092 +985 +850 +707 

Year 4 Available Supply 2020 UWMP 7,797 7,823 7,823 7,823 
Estimated Demand 2020 UWMP  7,107 7,249 7,391 7,543 
Available Supply Capacity +690 +574 +432 +280 

Year 5 Available Supply 2020 UWMP 7,797 7,823 7,823 7,823 
Estimated Demand 2020 UWMP  7,533 7,683 7,835 7,995 
Available Supply Capacity +264 +140 -12 -172 

Source: City of Paramount 2020 UWMP 
 
The MWD 2020 UWMP details that it would be able to meet all demands during normal, single dry, and 
multiple dry year scenarios in the next 25 years, including the increased demands from member agencies. 
The MWD 2020 UWMP bases its water demand estimates upon growth projections that show that the total 
occupied housing stock is expected to increase more than 20 percent between 2020 and 2045, and the 
largest increases in water demands are expected to occur in Los Angeles County. In addition, multi-family 
water use is estimated to increase by 28 percent between 2020 and 2045. Thus, the increase in population 
in the NPGSP region has been projected and accounted for in MWD’s determination that it would be able 
to supply imported water to meet demand in multiple dry years. Therefore, supplemental water supplies 
that are beyond the City’s groundwater pumping rights would be able to meet the Project’s needs and 
reasonably foreseeable development during normal, dry, and multiple dry years. 

The City requires all development to comply with the Water Conservation Plan per Municipal Code Chapter 
13.04, Water Works System, Article 5 Water Conservation that implement water conservation strategies to 
help ensure sufficient supplies are maintained to accommodate future growth. Additionally, Municipal Code 
Section 17.96.030 requires that projects complete a water use audit, which includes the designation of low 
water use plants and water conserving sprinklers. Also, if the development is located within 150 feet of a 
public reclaimed water distribution system, the project is required to connect to it for landscape irrigation, 
which would reduce demands upon potable water supply.  

The approval of new development within the NPGSP area would continue to be conditional on the 
availability of sufficient long-term water supply for each development project that is confirmed by the City’s 
Water Division. By withholding project approval based on water supply availability, implementation of the 
NPGSP would avoid overextending water supplies in multiple dry year conditions. Therefore, Mitigation 
Measure W-1 is included to require that all development projects within the NPGSP area provide 
documentation of long-term water availability through a will-serve letter provided by the City’s Water 
Division of the Public Works Department or a Water Supply Assessment that has been approved by the 
City. 

5.15.2.6 Water Cumulative Impacts 
The analysis provided under Impact U-1 is cumulative in nature and considers water demand associated with 
the development included under full buildout of the NPGSP, as well as water demands associated with other 
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developments (existing and projected) as contained in the City’s 2020 UWMP. As described above, 
projected water demands in the City’s service area with the NPGSP would exceed available supply (based 
on existing data) during certain multiple dry (drought) years. However, the MWD 2020 UWMP details that 
it would be able to meet all demands during normal, single dry, and multiple dry year scenarios in the next 
25 years, including the increased demands from member agencies, such as the CBMWD. Further, Mitigation 
Measure W-1 ensures that no future development within the NPGSP area would be approved and/or 
permitted for construction until the availability of sufficient long-term water supply is confirmed. Therefore, 
the NPGSP would not result in cumulatively considerable water supply impacts, and cumulative impacts would 
be less than significant 

5.15.2.7 Existing Regulations 
The following standard regulations would reduce potential impacts related to water supplies:  

• California Code of Regulations Title 24, Part 11; the California Green Building Code 

• Municipal Code Chapter 13.04, Water Works System 

• Municipal Code Section 17.96.030 

5.15.2.8 Level of Significance Before Mitigation  
Upon implementation of regulatory requirements, Impact UT-1 would be less than significant, and UT-2 would 
be potentially significant.  

5.15.2.9 Water Mitigation Measures 
Mitigation Measure MM W-1 Water Supply. Prior to development approval and/or construction permit 
approval, each development project shall submit documentation of long-term water availability through a 
will-serve letter provided by the City’s Water Division of the Public Works Department or a Water Supply 
Assessment that has been approved by the City to the City of Paramount Building and Safety Division.  

5.15.2.10 Water Level of Significance After Mitigation  
Implementation of Mitigation Measure W-1 would ensure long-term water availability for development 
projects, which would reduce potential impacts related to water supplies in multiple dry year conditions to a 
less than significant level.  

5.15.3 WASTEWATER  
5.15.3.1 Wastewater Regulatory Setting 

Local  

City of Paramount General Plan 
The following policies from the City of Paramount General Plan are relevant to the proposed Project: 

Public Facilities Element, Policy 7. The City of Paramount will provide adequate sewage service to ensure 
that waste disposal practices are in accordance with policies and procedures of the 
Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County. 

Municipal Code 
Sewer Infrastructure. Municipal Code Section 13.08.040 states that most of the existing sewers in the City 
were constructed years ago and were designed to serve residential and agriculture properties. However, 
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due to the ever increasing population density within the City, the erection of many multifamily dwelling units 
and growth of the commercial and industrial areas the City sewerage system is no longer adequate to 
accommodate the increased volume of sewerage generated by such developments. The purpose of this 
chapter is to establish a means of providing adequate sewers required by development in the City and to 
establish a charge to be collected from all the properties that propose to discharge, to the public sewer, 
quantities of sewage in excess of the quantity for which the existing sewerage system was designed; and to 
establish a fund into which these charges may be deposited and from which money will be available for the 
City sewer reconstruction program. 

Sewer Capacity. Municipal Code Section 13.08.080, Sewer Capacity within City, states that the City 
Engineer shall determine what capacity is necessary in each public sewer to provide for the proper collection 
of sewage in the City. In the event a lot in the City is to undergo development or redevelopment, and the 
anticipated sewage from the proposed use is found by the City Engineer to exceed the capacity available 
in the public sewer, the building permit for such development or redevelopment shall not be issued until such 
time as capacity in the public sewer is available or can be made available before the building is occupied.  

5.15.3.2 Wastewater Environmental Setting 
The sewer system generally flows in a southwesterly direction throughout the City. The existing City sewer 
mains in the NPGSP area are 8-inch diameter predominantly vitrified clay pipes (VCP) that flow to the Los 
Angeles County Sanitation Districts (LACSD) trunk sewers, and includes the following:  

• Arthur Avenue. An 8-inch VCP line is located between Denver Street and Rose Street flowing 
southbound, and a 21-inch Los Angeles County Sanitation District (LACSD) VCP line that extends north 
of the I-105 freeway to Rosecrans Avenue and flows southwest that has a capacity of 3.7 million gallons 
per day (mgd) and conveyed a peak flow of 1.1 mgd when last measured in 2016 (LACSD 2022).  

• Laredo Avenue. An 8-inch VCP line is located mid-block between Rose Street and flows north to Howe 
Street.  

• McClure Avenue. An 8-inch VCP line is located between Denver Street and the end of the street flowing 
southbound.  

• Pearle Street. An 8-inch VCP line is located between Paramount Boulevard and Arthur Avenue flowing 
westbound.  

• Howe Street. An 8-inch VCP line is located between Paramount Boulevard and Arthur Avenue and flows 
westbound. An 8-inch VCP line is located between Anderson Street and Paramount Boulevard that flows 
to the west.  

• Rose Street. An 8-inch VCP line is located between Paramount Boulevard and Arthur Avenue that 
connects to the OCSD 21-inch VCP line and flows west. An 8-inch VCP line is located between Orizaba 
Avenue and Paramount Boulevard and flows to the west.  

• Paramount Boulevard. An 8-inch VCP line is located within Paramount Boulevard and flows southbound 
to Rosecrans Avenue.  

• Rosecrans Avenue. At the mid-block west of Orizaba Avenue a 12-inch VCP line transitions to an 8-
inch VCP trunk line that flows to the west. In addition, a 24-inch diameter LACSD trunk sewer within 
Rosecrans Avenue has a capacity of 6.6 mgd and conveyed a peak flow of 1.8 mgd when last 
measured in 2016 (LACSD 2022). 

• Orizaba Avenue. An 8-inch VCP line is located between Howe Street to Rosecrans Avenue that flows 
southbound.  
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• Anderson Street. An 8-inch VCP line is located between Howe Street and Rosecrans Avenue that flows 
southbound. 

The Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts (LACSD) treats wastewater generated in the City. The wastewater 
generated in Paramount is first conveyed by trunk sewers to the Los Coyotes Water Reclamation Plant (Los 
Coyotes WRP), which is operated by the LACSD and provides primary, secondary, and tertiary treatment. 
The Los Coyotes WRP has a design capacity of 37.5 mgd. Wastewater exceeding this capacity and all 
solids are diverted to the Joint Water Pollution Control Plant (JWPCP) for processing.  

The JWPCP is the Sanitation Districts' largest wastewater treatment plant. Serving a population of 
approximately 4.8 million residents, businesses, and industries, the JWPCP currently provides primary and 
secondary treatment, has a design capacity of 400 mgd, and currently processes an average flow of 249.8 
mgd. After treatment, the effluent is chlorinated and discharged through two ocean outfalls a mile and a 
half offshore (LACSD 2022). 

5.15.3.3 Wastewater Thresholds of Significance 
Appendix G of CEQA Guidelines indicates that a project could have a significant effect if it were to: 

UT-3 Require or result in the construction of new wastewater facilities, or expansion of existing 
facilities, the construction of which could cause significant environmental effects; or 

UT-4 Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider that would serve the project 
that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in addition to the 
provider’s existing commitments. 

5.15.3.4 Wastewater Service Methodology 
This section evaluates anticipated wastewater generation from buildout of the NPGSP and compares the 
demand to the existing and planned sewer infrastructure and wastewater treatment plant capacity to 
determine if expansion of facilities would be required to serve full buildout of the NPGSP. An assessment of 
potential environmental impacts is provided if expansion of facilities is determined necessary. 

5.15.3.5 Wastewater Environmental Impacts 
IMPACT UT-3:  THE PROJECT WOULD NOT REQUIRE OR RESULT IN THE RELOCATION OR 

CONSTRUCTION OF NEW WASTEWATER FACILITIES, OR EXPANSION OF EXISTING 
FACILITIES, THE CONSTRUCTION OF WHICH COULD CAUSE SIGNIFICANT 
ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS. 

Less than Significant Impact 

The NPGSP preparation process included examination of the existing capacity of sewer mains within the 
NPGSP area and determined that infrastructure improvements are needed for sewer lines located within 
Rose Street and Paramount Boulevard. This is consistent with Municipal Code Section 13.08.040, which states 
that most of the existing sewers in the City were constructed years ago and requires improvements to 
accommodate the increased volume of sewerage generated from new developments. The NPGSP includes 
the following sewer improvements to support buildout of the proposed NPGSP land use plan: 

• Rose Street. The west side of the NPGSP area between McClure Avenue to Arthur Avenue, the existing 
8-inch VCP should be upgraded to a minimum pipe size of 10-inch VCP.  

• Paramount Boulevard. The existing 8-inch VCP line flowing southbound from Rose Street to Rosecrans 
Avenue should be upgraded to a minimum pipe size of 10-inch VCP.  
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