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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:

2022010094

Project Title:

San Marino Center Improvement Project

Lead Agency: City of San Marino
Contact Name:
Email:

Isidro Figueroa

ifigueroa@cityofsanmarino.org

Phone Number:

(626) 300-0710

Project Location: San Marino, Los Angeles County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The Project proposes to make both exterior and interior improvements to the San Marino Center (SMC), which is eligible
for listing to the National Register of Historic Places, is on the California Register of Historical Resources, and which is a
City Landmark under San Marino City Code, Chapter XXIII, Article 18 Section 23.18.03 (A). The proposed exterior
upgrades will change the existing architectural style of the building façade from “Modern Colonial Revival” to a “Spanish
Mediterranean” architectural style which is similar to that of the adjacent Crowell Library. Proposed interior upgrades
include but are not limited to: adding offices to accommodate six City Recreation Department staff; optimizing the interior
public gathering space; replacing to current standards the heating/air conditioning, plumbing, electrical systems; and
replacing the period light fixtures and flooring with modern fixtures and flooring. Other updates include various exterior
and interior improvements for compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. The Project is a local project, and
there are no responsible or trustee agencies.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Biological Resources: mitigation for pre-construction nesting bird surveys and tree preservation.
Cultural Resources: Potentially significant impact to historic resource. Mitigation implemented to accommodate for
unanticipated archaeological finds; mitigation for historical resource will not fully mitigate.
Haz Waste: mitigation for unanticipated hazardous waste found after abatement, construction safety plan for adjacent
school, collaboration with adjacent school on evacuation procedures.
Land Use and Planning - Potentially Significant impact due to a conflict with the City's land use plan that supports
historical preservation. Mitigation measures for cultural resources applies, will not reduce to less than significant.
Noise: best management practices for noise reduction.
Public Services - various measures to coordinate with the adjacent school due to shared parking lot arrangement.
Tribal Resources - tribal monitor from Kizh Nation during ground disturbing activities.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Renovation of an Historic Resource: Beginning in January 2018, the City conducted extensive outreach regarding
re-envisioning the City’s recreation program. Between August and September 2020, the City surveyed the community
regarding the needs and appearance of the SMC. One of the survey questions asked the community if the City should
restore the original 1950s exterior architecture or remodel it to match other City buildings such as the adjacent Crowell
Public Library. Of the 209 responses received, there was no clear consensus as to the architectural style for the SMC.
Based on the City’s overall vision in its General Plan, the City Council proceeded to prepare renovation plans, which
constitutes the Proposed Project.
Transportation and Parking: Commenters raised concerns during the NOP comment period and scoping meeting
regarding the potential for increased traffic congestion and conflicts with parking. The Huntington Middle School shares
its parking lot with the SMC, Crowell Public Library and San Marino Unified School District office. Additionally, the
Huntington Middle School completed the Barth Athletics Complex (BAC) in late 2019 to replace its outdated gym and
athletic center, but the BAC has not been utilized to its full capacity due to COVID-19 pandemic school and community
shutdowns. Therefore, it is unknown if the BAC would generate a greater capacity for event traffic and parking demand
beyond what the school offered prior to the BAC construction.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
Responsible Agencies: None.
Trustee Agencies: None.

