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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Text Field: TBD
	Project Title: Return Capacity Improvements for Regional Drought Resiliency Project
	Lead Agency: North Kern Water Storage District
	Contact Name: David Hampton
	Email: dhampton@northkernwsd.com
	Phone Number: (661) 393-269
	Project Location: Shafter and Unincorporated Kern County
	Project Description: The proposed Project includes replacing four wells and installing three discharge outfalls and approximately 3.96 miles of pipeline. The four replace wells would be located in agricultural land within 100 feet of the existing wells. The District would connect a total of nine wells, including the four replacement wells and five other existing wells, to the Friant Kern Canal (FKC). Two wells would be connected to a new discharge outfall at Mile Post (MP) 129.93. Four wells would be connected to a new discharge outfall at MP 131.29. Two wells would be connected to a new discharge outfall at MP 137.36. The District would utilize an existing discharge outfall (MP 142.01) for one well. The new discharge outfalls would be installed below the top-of-bank within the FKC prism. Each connection to the FKC would require a standard turn-in and small delivery gate for control. The proposed Project would improve long-term resiliency to drought, improve water conveyance to allow for the return of previously stored water to the District and the Districts banking partners, and help achieve the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation's WaterSMART Drought Response Program goals of modernizing infrastructure.
	Project's Effects: The Project would have a potentially significant impact on Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology and Soils, Hydrology and Water Quality. The following mitigation measures have been identified to address these impacts. Mitigation Measure AQ-1: District Regulation VIII Fugitive PM10 Prohibitions Best Management Practices; Mitigation Measure BIO-1: Conduct Focused Surveys and Implement Measures to Minimize Potential for Impacts on Blunt-nosed Leopard Lizard, Tipton Kangaroo Rat, and San Joaquin Kit Fox; Mitigation Measure BIO-2a: Conduct Focused Surveys for Burrowing Owls and Avoid Loss of Occupied Burrows; Mitigation Measure BIO-2b: Conduct Focused Surveys for Nesting Swainson’s Hawk, other Special-status Birds, and Common Birds and Implement Buffers Around Active Nests; Mitigation Measure CR-1: Address Previously Undiscovered Historic Properties, Archaeological Resources, and Tribal Cultural Resources; Mitigation Measure CR-2: Avoid Potential Effects on Undiscovered Burials; Mitigation Measure GEO-1: Avoid Potential Effects on Paleontological Resources; Mitigation Measure HYDRO-1: Water Quality Monitoring; Mitigation Measure HYDRO-2: Comply with the proposed Water Quality Ledger Program when adopted by Reclamation; Mitigation Measure GEO-1: Equip new monitoring wells with water-level sensors, GEO-2 Conduct subsidence monitoring surveys and GEO-3: Develop water exchanges and/or banking agreements that result in a net increase in District water supplies
 
	Areas of Controversy: N/A
	List of Agencies: Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
Kern County Environmental Health Services Department
San Joaquin Air Pollution Control Board
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation


