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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:

2022010331

Project Title: City of Berkeley Housing Element Update Project
Lead Agency: City of Berkeley
Contact Name:
Email:

Justin Horner

JHorner@cityofberkeley.info

Phone Number:

(510) 981-7476

Project Location: entire City of Berkeley, Alameda County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The proposed project consists of a comprehensive update to the Housing Element and related edits to the City’s General
Plan Land Use Element and Berkeley Municipal Code. The City of Berkeley is preparing the 2023-2031 Housing Element
Update to comply with the legal mandate that requires each local government to identify adequate sites for housing to
meet the existing and projected housing needs for varying income-levels in the community. It is intended to provide the
city with a comprehensive strategy for promoting the production of safe, decent and affordable housing, and affirmatively
furthering fair housing during the housing cycle. The Housing Element Update establishes goals, policies, and actions to
address the existing and projected housing needs in Berkeley. The goals, policies, and actions in the Housing Element
are required to meet Berkeley’s Regional Housing Needs Assessment (RHNA) allocation. The City has determined that
rezoning is not needed to meet the RHNA. However, recent development activity suggests current zoning does not
deliver the level of deed-restricted affordable housing and economic diversity that the HEU aims to achieve. Therefore,
the HEU contains implementation programs and zoning policies to encourage additional housing, particularly affordable
housing that supports a diversity of income levels and household types. The EIR analyzes growth of an estimated 19,098
units throughout the city during the housing element cycle.
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Approval of the proposed Housing Element Update would not approve any physical development (e.g., construction of
housing or infrastructure). However, the EIR will assume that such actions are reasonably foreseeable future outcomes
of the Housing Element Update. As such, the EIR will evaluate the potential physical environmental impacts that could
result from future actions for implementing the policies proposed under the Housing Element Update at a programmatic
level, in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15168.
The Draft EIR found that the proposed would have no physical environmental impacts related to agriculture and forestry
resources and mineral resources. Impacts related to biological resources, energy, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards
and hazardous materials, hydrology and water quality, land use and planning, population and housing, public services,
recreation, transportation, and utilities and service systems would be less than significant. Impacts related to air quality,
geology and soils, and tribal cultural resources would be significant but mitigable to less than significant. Impacts to
historical resources, temporary construction noise, wildfire, and cumulative cultural resources, construction noise, and
wildfire impacts would be significant and unavoidable.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Impacts related to biological resources and transportation.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
There are no responsible or trustee agencies for the project at this time.

