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Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2022020107
	Project Title: Arcata General Plan
	Lead Agency: City of Arcata
	Contact Name: David T. Loya, Community Development Director
	Email: dloya@cityofarcata.org
	Phone Number: 707-825-2045
	Project Location: Arcata, Humboldt Co.
	Project Description: The project involves a comprehensive update to the General Plan, last updated in 2000, including two new Elements, the Health and Gateway Elements, and a new zoning ordinance, the Gateway Code, for the newly adopted Gateway Area Plan. Additional project description detail is found in the Notice of Availability and the Draft EIR.
	Project's Effects: The DEIR identifies significant impacts to the following California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) environmental issue areas: air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, noise. As described in the DEIR, many of these impacts can be fully mitigated, but some cannot. The Project would result in significant unavoidable impacts to air quality and cultural resources. All other impacts can be fully mitigated to a less-than-significant impact.

Mitigation measures include: prohibiting wood burning and gas fireplaces; construction screening to reduce toxic air contaminants; enhanced evaluation of incompatible land uses; electrify loading docs; require air filtration at sensitive receptors; adopt EV charging infrastructure ordinance; require noise study for sensitive receptors; setbacks and location requirements for noise generating industrial uses; acoustical analysis for sensitive land uses; minimization of vibration intensive construction methods; protection for special status bats; inadvertent discovery protocols for paleontological resources; 
	Areas of Controversy: Comments received during scoping included statements germane to CEQA as well as concerns regarding issues not considered to be environmental issues under CEQA, such as proposed changes to existing parking, potential changes to private landscaping and trees, requests for additional community engagement, and statements for or against the Project or specific elements thereof. Comments indicative of areas of controversy on environmental issues germane to CEQA included:
– Concerns related to the capacity and ability of local services, such as fire protection and the wastewater treatment system, to adequately serve additional development and growth
– Concerns related to residential affordability and gentrification as well as development height and density 
– Requests to address aspects of the climate crisis including promotion of electrification and reduction of greenhouse gas and vehicle miles traveled 
– Concerns related to transportation safety
– Concerns related to construction impacts on wetlands and migratory birds
– Concerns related to construction and operational noise due to traffic

	List of Agencies: The General Plan and Gateway Code will not require permits or approvals by other Agencies, nor will the plans have a direct impact on trustee agency resources. However, the policy may lead to projects that will have impacts that affect the jurisdiction of the following responsible and trustee agencies:

Air Resources Board
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Region 1)
California Department of Transportation (District 1)
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (Region 1)
Office of Historic Preservation
State Water Resources Control Board
US Army Corps of Engineers
US Fish and Wildlife Service







