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Chinook Salmon Coaskelease: Pillar Point Harbor

Initial Study and Negative Declaration for{Ralh Chinook Salmon
Coastal Release Project in Pillar Point Harbor
Introduction

This document describes and evaluates the Chinook Salmon Coastal Release at Pillar Point
Harbor (Project)TheCoastsidd-ishing ClufCFis amembershipbasedcommunity of
recreational fishermen that are conservation minded volunteers with the goahledncing

/ I £ AT 2 NY. Edasisite Hishirg ICiBdBeen operating coastalet pensalmon releases
since 2012CF(roposes taelease750,000juvenile hatcheryorigin (HO) Central Vallésll-

run Chinook Salmon (B(ARRCBONncorhynchusshawytscharom Pillar Point Harboimn spring of
2022, 2023 and 2024The 202-2024releases are the Project as described and evaluated in this
Initial Study and Negative Declaratidsnderthe direction of the California Deptment of Fish
and Wildlife CDFW)CFGvould be responsibleluringspringfor the release o750,000CVFRCS
smoltsfrom the Mokelumne River Fish Hatchdry ¢ K S  obp®id $0 iicfease the

number of ocean Chinook Salmon landing€aitifornia enhandénglocal sprt and commercial
fisheries Released smoltwould feed and grow along the coast and be available for harvest as
adults in one to three years.

The Findings

TheCaliforna Department of Fish and Wildlifends that the Project would not have a
significant effect on the environment.

The completed Initial Study, attached to this negative declaration, documents thefoashis
FAYRAY3II YR /5C2Q48 RSUSNNWYAYLIGAZY GKIFG y2
as a result of Project implementatipand there is no substantial evidence, in light of the whole
record before CDFW, that the Project may have a sagmt effect on the environment (see

Initial Study and environmental checklist). Therefore, a Negative Declaration has been prepared

pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act, Public Resource Code Section 21080,
subd. (c)(1).

The Initial Studyancluded that the Project would have less than significant impacts to

biological resources, greenhouse gas emissions, and public services. The Project would have no

impacts to aesthetics, agriculture and forestry, air quality, cultural resources, energy,
geology/soils, hazards/hazardous materials, hydrology/water quality, land use/planning,
mineral resources, noise, population/housing, recreation, transportation, tribal cultural
resources, utilities/service systems, and wildfire.



Basis of the Findings

TheproposedNegative Declarationonsiss of the following:

1 Project Description and Background InformatfonFallRun Chinook Salmoro&stal
ReleasdProject in Pillar Point Harbor

1 Initial Study Environmental Checklist

1 ExhibitA: Statement of Work

Exhibit BCalifornia Coastal Commission Notice of Permit Waiver
1
1 ExhibitC Project Location and Quadrants Identification Map
1 ExhibitD: CNDDHElements Report

Project Description and Background InformafmmFaltRun Chinook
Salmon Gastal Releas@roject in Pillar Point Harbor
Introduction

TheChinook Salmon Coastal Release ProjeRiliar Point Harbois a project within the
meaning of the California Environmen@uality Act (CEQA) (Public Resource Co@&0® et
seq).TheCDFW is serving as leagency for the Project because it has discretionary approval
over the Project. Specifically, CDFW would provide juveallmon(smolts) necessary for the
Project implenentation from the Mokellmne River HatcheryM(OK) and would deliver those
fish to thePillar Point Harbofor their release.

TheCGommercial Salmon Trollers Advisory Committee (Salmon Stamp Committee) and CDFW
support thisProject. The cost for raising, margand tagging, and delivery @VFRCSmolts to
Pillar Point Harbowill be covered by the Commercial Salmon Trollers Enhancement and
Restoration Program fund and a matching share contributed by CDFW.

This Initial Sudy andNegativeDeclarationanalyzethe environmental impacts that may result
from the implementation ofie proposed Project.

Project Objective

¢CKS t NE2SOGQa 2 oo@&Spbit and SmriedciakinfonfiShyriedR¢l€ased

smolts will feed and grow along the coast and be available for harvest as adults in one to three
years.



Background

Adult returns of CFRC®&ave fluctuated over the past 30 years (CDFW 2018). Record high
numbers occurred between 2000 and 2003 with an estimated 8722698 salmorreturning

to the Central ValleyCV)during the 2002 spawning season. In contrast, betw2603 and

2009, returns declined significantly to record low levels. During the 2007 spawning season, an
estimated 97,168 adults returned to the Central Valley. Return estimates dipped further during
the 2008 season to 71,291 adults. Adult return estinsatecreased slowly over the next few
years and reached a high of 447,621 in 2048wever/ I f AT 2NY A Q4 NBOSY (G RNP
affected survival of juvenile salmon migrating to the ocean. In 2017, only 101,222 adults
returned to the CV. In additiorotthe drought, other factors such as loss of habitat, poor ocean
conditions, low river flows, water diversions, pollution, and predation contributed to the
population declines.

Toimprove survival to adulthood by avoiding the hazards associatedmnaighation, CDFW
transports C\FRC8ownstream and releases them intet pens irnthe SacramenteSan
JoaquinDeltaor SanPabloBay for acclimation, or directly into the Bay. It Ha=en found that
hatchery fish released intcoastalnet pens have higher suval rates andhigher recovery rates
in ocean fisheries (Palm&wahlen, et al., 2(H, Leet, W.S. et al986). Net pens provide fish
the opportunity to develop schooling behavior aadclimate to local watesalinity and
temperature.

The Central Vallegonstant Fractional Marking Program is used to evaluate fishery and
hatchery managemerpracticesusingcodedwire-tag (CWT) recovery datahree years of CWT
recovery data shows eonsistent trend thasalmon fromcoastal andBay net pen releases have
higher ocean fisheryecovery ratsthan in-basin(natal stream near thehatchery) releases,

and this can mean better survival (Palr#vahlen and Kormos 201%Jowever,adult salmon
from coastal andBaynet penreleasesxhibited higher stray proportions thaadult salmon

from in-basin releases (Palm&wabhlen, et al2019).

Gl 2YAyYy3e YR GknowNbebavigra gaitslinNie ecsl&gf dnd Hestory of

Pacific Salmon (Quinn 2005). Homing may be defined asskiactual ability of an adult Pacific
Salmon to return to its natal stream to spawn. In contrast, straying may be defined as an adult
migrating to a nomatal steam of originStudies have shown that salmon imprint as they
migrate downstream and indivigals that are released further downstream may show increased
straying as compared to upriver releag€siinn 2018, 127)Adult Chinooksalmonhave been
observed straying intseveral streams along the Central Coast as well as many San Francisco
Bay streamsor the past two decadesalthough historically these streams didt havenative

runs of Chinook SalmdiNeillands et al. 2015)n 2014,CDFW began annual observation
monitoring for straying C¥RC&to a few Central Coast streamEheCalifornia Department of
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Fish and Wildlifeecoveredand receied heads from adult Chinook salmon havergadipose
fin-clipand CWT withthe cooperation fromagencies andon-governmental organizations
(NGO$that monitor selectSan Francisco Bay strearibe observation monitoring andWT
recovery data for salmoreleasednearthe Pillar Pointareaindicate that adult salmostrayin
relatively small numbers into coastatesamsNorth of theSan Francisco Bay andsineams
between their release point and the Sacramet@an Joaquin Delta when streams are
accessibléNeillands et al. 23, 2016, 2018 and 2019).

TheCFas conducted coastal net pen releasg¢®illar Point Harbor since 20IPheCFC will
provide the net penyolunteers responsible for care and maintenance of the pens and smolts
post-deliveryfrom CDFW at Johnson Pier. The CFC will also be responsibtgaiming any
required permis.

Project Location

Net pen acclimation and subsequent release will take place at Pillar Point HemdoHalf
Moon Bayin San Mateo Countylhe harbor has an inner and outmeakwater. Thenner
harbor will be the locatiorior offloadingsmolts intoa net pentied to Johnson Pie37.501274,
-122.482717) andwill subsequently béowed to anouter harbormooring(37.499480, -
122.485234) for acclimation and releasdohnson Pier has a road runnithg length that will
allow CDFW hatchery truckiirect access to the offloading location.

Schedule

CDFW would delivavl OKCVFRCSmolts toPillar Point Harbom spring of 202, 2023 and
2024 Exact dates and timesilwbe scheduled as the time draws near and are dependent on
fish size, growth rates, and environmental condition®illar Point Harbor~ish will be
delivered in increments of about 250,000 fish at emeek intervals

Project Description

The CFC proposes to release 750,000 juvenile hataragyn Central Valley fatun Chinook
Salmoninto Pillar Point Harboeach yearin 2022, 2023 and 2024

At the MOK juvenile salmon will be fractionally tagged walCodedWire Tag (CWT) and
marked wth anadipose fiRclip ata rate 0of25% ofthe total number ofreleased fish, which
matches requirements for mitigation and enhancement fisish would be delivered from the
hatcheryusing CDFW hatchery trucks.

The CFC, in anticipation of fish delivenni the MOKto the Pillar Point Harbor, has secured
necessary equipment. CFC is prepared to provide both staffing and logistical support to



facilitate release of fish @he Project location. This includes necessary bgabvided and
operated by CFC to sistwith net penmovement and release of smolts.

TheCFC will provide, assemble, and deploy a floating net pen that has an inner net to contain
juvenile salmon, an outer net to exclude predators, and overall net to exclude birds, and an
automated feederOnce fish are delivereito the net penfrom CDFW hatchery truckthe net

pen wouldbe towed by CFC volunteers to an existing mooring location in outer Pillar Point
Harbor. Fistwould be acclimated inthe floating net pen for 5 dayst which pointthe CFC

would tow the netpenoutside of the harbor andemove the inner neto allow the juvenile
salmon to escape into the ocean. The figbuld be released in the outer harbor on an outgoing
tide to facilitate their rapid exit to the oan and to minimize wmarbor predation.TheCFC

would then tow the netpenback to Johnson Pier for the next delivery, or if all deliveries have
been completed, to the Pillar Point launch ramp for cleaning, disassembly, and storage.

ThisProjectis continggnt upon CDFW approval after completion of CE&Aject resuls will be
assessed usimdata acquired from CDFW landings, carcass surveys, and monitoring programs.

Environmental Assessment

CDFW stafiiavereviewed tte Project. It was determined that #Project would have less than
significant impact to Biological Resources, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and Public Services at
Pillar PointHarbor and surrounding areaas set forth in detail in the following environmental
checklist, and no impacts to other ragae areasDue tominimalin harbor acclimation time,

the Project does not anticipate adults to retutm Pillar Point Harbor as has been seen in some
previous coastal release projeci®&he Project conforms to the standard method of acclimating
fish in net pens prior to release into ocean waters and complies with Gi2kaNery release

LJ2 £ A OA S Zalifornia l@uraDiversity DatabaseNDDB was reviewed to identify

potential impacts to animals identified in tHeur Quadrants in the surrounding area.
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Initial Study Environmental ChecklGEQA Appendix G
Project Title:

Chinook Salmon Coasfatklease iPillar Point Harbor

Lead Agency Name and Address:

Calfornia Department of Fish and Wildlife
Fisheries Branch

P.O. Box 944209

Sacramento, CA 9244090

Contact Person and Phone Number:

Robyn BilskiFisheries Branch
916-206-3758
Robyn.Bilski@wildlife.ca.gov

Project Location:

San MatedCounty
Pillar PointHarbor(37.501274, -122.482717)

t NP2SO0 {Lk2yaz2zNna blYS IyR

Coastside Fishing Club
P.O. Box 5501
San Mateo, CA 94402

General Plan Designation:

Plans are consistent with coastal zone designation

Zoning:

Coastal



Description of Project:

Califorhk I 5 SLI NI YSY(d 2F CAAK YR 2Af RMIOKMWSUNE o6/ 5C?2
deliver 750,000 Central Valley falin Chinook Salmon (ARCBsmoltsead springto the

Project location foacclimation and subsequentlease in Pillar Point Harbor nearby open

oceanin 2022, 2023 and 2024 rucks would be loaded, and fish transported according to MOK
established standard operating procedures for transportation of salmon. Water in the trucks

would be salted prior t@dding fish at the hatchern®CDFW would delivelOKCVFRCSmolts

to Pillar Point Harbor ithe springof 2022, 2023 and 2024£xact dates and times would be

scheduled as the time draws near and are dependent on fish size, growth rates, and
environmentalconditions in Pillar Point Harbd&nolts would be transportedin small batch

increments approximately 250,000 fish per tripn a weekly basis

Fish would be held tacclimate in a net pen fd days followed byoceanrelease This will

occur forseveral weeksintil all 750,000 smolts are release@FC is implementing this project.

CFC wuld provideall necessaryoats fortowing andservicingoen and fish as well asy other

2LISNF GA2y I f t23AaG6A0ad ¢KS t Nmkasdddcreaiondl 0 2SOUA O
salmon ocean fishery.

Surrounding Land Uses and Setting:

Half Moon Bay israocean inlejust south of San Francisco atie southern edge of the Pillar
Point State Marine Conservation Arédllar Point Harboisrun by San Mateo CotymHarbor
Districtandis a protected harboat the northern end of Half Moon Banear the town of El
Granadan San Mateo Countyl'henet penswould be at the end of Johnson Pier for offloading
and towed to the outer harbofor the acclimation periodJohnson Pieis inthe center of the
harborandhouses wholesale fish compani@sfuel and pump out dogland commercial
berths.The pier has road running the lengthndis accessible for hatchery trucks to offload.

Approvals Needettom Other Public Agencies

The Coastal Commission isswe@oastal Development Permit wai@13-0498W) for the
Projecton August 262013 TheCalifornia Coastal Commission considmastal releasesf
Chinooksalmon smoltexempt fromfuture permitscontingenton continuation of current
release methods

San France® Regional Water Quality Control Boaahfirmed that the project does not meet
federal definition of a Concentrated Aquatic Animal Production Facility (CAAP&)racidded

that the Projectdoes notrequire permitting from the Regional Water Quality Control Board
unlessit expandsn the future andfalls within CAAPF oraperationsresult inimpacts to water



guality or beneficial useSandi PottelCA Water Boardgersonal communication with Marc
Gorelnk, May 4, 201}

Tribal:

Notification letters describing the Project were mailed to all fedenatognizedCalifornia
tribes andCaliforniatribes specifically requesting to be notified for all CEQA projects on
December 4, 221. CDFW receivedo responsea. No tribes requested consultation.
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Initial Study (cont)Environmental Factors, Determination, Evaluation of
Environmental Impacts and Explanas

APPENDIX G:
ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM

NOTE: The following is a sample form that may be tailored to satisfy individual agencies’ needs
and project circumstances. It may be used to meet the requirements for an initial study when the
criteria set forth in CEQA Guidelines have been met. Substantial evidence of potential impacts that
are not listed on this form must also be considered. The sample questions in this form are intended
to encourage thoughtful assessment of impacts, and do not necessarily represent thresholds of
significance.

118
s

10.

11.

Project title: Chinook Salmon Coastal Release: Pillar Point Harbor
Lead agency name and address:

California Department of Fish and Wildlife, Fisheries Branch, 1010 Riverside Parkway
—West Sacramento, CA 95605

Contact person and phone number: Robyn Bilski, 916-206-3758, Robyn. Bilski@wildlife.ca.gov
Project location: San Mateo County, Pillar Point Harbor, 37.501303, -122.482784

Project sponsor’s name and address:
Coastside Fishing Club

—P.O. Box 5501, San Mateo, CA 94402

General plan designation: 7. Zoning: Coastal

Description of project: (Describe the whole action involved, including but not limited to later
phases of the project, and any secondary, support, or off-site features necessary for its
implementation. Attach additional sheets if necessary.)
California Dept of Fish and Wildlife's Mokelumne River Hatchery would deliver 750,000
Central Valley fall-run Chinook Salmon (CV FR) smolts for acclimation and release at the
project location each spring for 2022, 2023 and 2024. Coastside Fishing Club is implementing
the project. Exact dates and times would be scheduled as the time draws near and are
dependent on fish size, growth rates, and environmental conditions in Pillar Point Harbor.

Surrounding land uses and setting: Briefly describe the project’s surroundings:

Johnson Pier is located in Pillar Point Harbor on the north end of Half Moon Bay, south of San
Francisco. Pillar Point Harbor is in San Mateo County near the town of El Granada. Johnson Pier
has a road for access and permanent moorings for acclimation pen.

Other public agencies whose approval is required (e.g., permits, financing approval, or
participation agreement.)

Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the project
area requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1? If so, is there
a plan for consultation that includes, for example, the determination of significance of impacts
to tribal cultural resources, procedures regarding confidentiality, etc.? No

Note: Conducting consultation early in the CEQA process allows tribal governments, lead
agencies, and project proponents to discuss the level of environmental review, identify and
address potential adverse impacts to tribal cultural resources, and reduce the potential for delay
and conflict in the environmental review process. (See Public Resources Code section
21080.3.2.) Information may also be available from the California Native American Heritage
Commission’s Sacred Lands File per Public Resources Code section 5097.96 and the California
Historical Resources Information System administered by the California Office of Historic

32
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Association of Environmental Professionals 2021 CEQA Guidelines Appendices

Preservation. Please also note that Public Resources Code section 21082.3(c) contains
provisions specific to confidentiality.

38
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CEQA Guidelines Appendices Association of Environmental Professionals 2001

ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED:

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at
least one impact that 15 a “Potentially Significant Impact” as indicated by the checklist on the
following pages.

Agriculture and Forestry

[ aesthetics [] e L1 airQuality
D Biological Resources I:I Cultural Resources D Energy
: S Hez ards & Hazardous
D Geology /Soils |:| Greenhouse Gas Emissions D Wateriaks
D Hydralogy ! Water Quality D Land Use / Planning I:l Mineral Resources
D Noise D Population / Housing D Public Services
D Recreation D Transportation D Tribal Cuttural Resources
Mandatory Findings of
(] Utiities Service Systems [ Wildiire B S

DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency)
On the basis of this initial evaluation:

E] I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment,
and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

D I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,

there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by
or agreed to by the project proponent. & MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION wall be
prepared.

D I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

D I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been
adequatel y analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been
addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that
remain to be addressed.

[:] I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (@) have been anayzed adequately in an earlier EIR or
NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or
mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or
mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

Tay Rowoun 2/28/2022

Signature Date
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