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Dear Arielle Goodspeed:

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received a recirculated/revised
DEIR from San Benito County for the above-referenced Project pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines.!

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding
those activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife.
Likewise, CDFW appreciates the opportunity to provide comments regarding those
aspects of the Project that CDFW, by law, may be required to carry out or approve
through the exercise of its own regulatory authority under Fish and Game Code.

After reviewing the provided CEQA document, CDFW concurs with the biological
resources related analyses and measures proposed in the recirculated/revised DEIR
and recommends that all measures in the DEIR be carried forward into the Final
Environmental Impact Report (FEIR). This includes the measure under the Project
Permits and Approvals section in the Executive Summary on page ES-7, which states
that the Project proponent would pursue an Incidental Take Permit (ITP) for California
tiger salamander (Ambystoma californiense) pursuant to Fish and Game Code section

1 CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The “CEQA
Guidelines” are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000.
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2081 subdivision (b). Please note that implementation of certain mitigation measures
such as the relocation of listed species would constitute take of listed species under the
California Endangered Species Act (CESA), and erecting exclusion fencing could also
result in take of listed species under CESA. Such take of any species listed under
CESA would be unauthorized if an ITP, pursuant to Fish and Game Code Section 2081
(b) was not acquired in advance of such actions. It is recommended to consult with
CDFW before any ground disturbing activities commence and to obtain an ITP if take
(including capture related to salvage and relocation) cannot be avoided.

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and
negative declarations be incorporated into a database which may be used to make
subsequent or supplemental environmental determinations (Pub. Resources Code,

§ 21003, subd. (e)). Accordingly, please report any special-status species and natural
communities detected during Project surveys to the California Natural Diversity
Database (CNDDB). The CNDDB field survey form can be found at the following link:
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. The completed form can be
mailed electronically to CNDDB at the following email address:
CNDDB@wildlife.ca.gov. The types of information reported to CNDDB can be found at
the following link: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals.

FILING FEES

If it is determined that the Project has the potential to impact biological resources, an
assessment of filing fees will be necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of
Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental
review by CDFW. Payment of the fee is required in order for the underlying project
approval to be operative, vested, and final (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G.
Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, § 21089).

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Project and to assist San Benito
County in identifying and mitigating the Project’s impacts on biological resources.
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If you have any questions, please contact Kelley Nelson, Environmental Scientist, at the
address provided on this letterhead, or by electronic mail at
Kelley.Nelson@wildlife.ca.gov.

Sincerely,
DocuSigned by:

Ohlee vinte

FA83FO9FE08945A...

Julie A. Vance
Regional Manager

ec.  State Clearinghouse,
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research
State.Clearinghouse @opr.ca.gov
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