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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:

2022030086

Project Title:

City of Clayton 6th Cycle Housing Element Update & Associated Land Use Element & Zoning Amendment

Lead Agency: City of Clayton
Contact Name:
Email:

Dana Ayers, Community Development Director

danaa@claytonca.gov

Phone Number:

925-673-7343

Project Location: City of Clayton (City-wide), Contra Costa County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The project involves a comprehensive update of the City of Clayton General Plan Housing Element for the 6th housing
cycle (2023-2031). The updated Housing Element will establish programs, policies and actions to further the goal of
meeting existing and projected housing needs of all income levels and will identify how the City plans to accommodate its
Regional Housing Needs Allocation of at least 570 units through the year 2031. The proposed Housing Element Update
has the potential to result in development of up to 868 additional dwelling units and up to 13,000 square feet of additional
non-residential building square footage within the Clayton Planning Area, which encompasses all properties within the
City’s corporate boundaries, Sphere of Influence (SOI), and some open space areas outside the City’s corporate
boundaries and SOI. The project includes focused updates to the General Plan Land Use Element and parallel
amendments to the City's Zoning Code to implement the General Plan amendments. This project is City-wide.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The Draft EIR identifies potentially significant impacts in the resource areas of Air Quality, Cultural Resources,
Geology/Paleontological Resources, Greenhouse Gases, Hazards, Noise, Transportation, Utilities and Service Systems,
and Wildfire. Mitigation measures (MM) recommended in the Draft EIR would require: evaluation following the guidance
of the Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD) of potential air quality impacts of development as part of
project review (MM AIR-2) and implementation of basic construction mitigation measures recommended by the BAAQMD
(MM AIR-1) during project construction; requirements to stop work and evaluate human remains or fossils, or potential
culturally or historically significant resources unearthed during ground disturbance for new development (MM CUL-1, MM
CUL-2, MM GEO-1); prohibition of natural gas plumbing or appliances in new housing units or adoption of a zero net
energy ordinance (MM GHG-1, MM GHG-2); enforcement of electric vehicle and bicycle parking requirements in new
developments (MM GHG-3, MM GHG-4); assessment of greenhouse gas emissions from new development (GHG-5);
local hazard mitigation planning (MM HAZ-1); implementation of noise reduction programs for new construction (MM
NOI-1); analysis of transportation impacts of and implementation of trip reduction measures to reduce vehicle miles
traveled from new development (MM VMT-1); and assurances from water purveyors of availability of water to serve new
development, and/or implementation of additional water reduction measures such as requirements for xeriscaping or
grey water recycling systems (MM UTL-1).
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Several areas of controversy have arisen during preparation of the City’s Housing Element Update. These include higher
residential densities, increased housing and vehicle miles traveled (VMT), school capacity, and water availability, as
outlined below:
1. Higher Residential Densities. Concerns have been expressed from the public about increasing housing densities to
meet the City’s RHNA. A number of residents made specific comments during the scoping period for the Notice of
Preparation about increasing densities of multi-family housing and the addition of higher density multi-family housing
near their single-family neighborhoods.
2. School Capacity. Both the Mt. Diablo Unified School District (MDUSD) and members of the public made specific
comments related to MDUSD’s ability to house additional students resulting from the Housing Element Update.
3. Water Availability. Local water-serving agencies may face challenges in providing of water in a manner timely to
support the anticipated growth in housing and non-residential uses under the Housing Element Update.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
Department of Housing and Community Development
California Department of Transportation
Department of Conservation
California Department of Fish & Wildlife
Native American Heritage Commission
Office of Historic Preservation
Regional Water Quality Control Board, Region 2 (SF Bay)
Department of Toxic Substances Control

