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Dear Monique Garibay:
Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the
environmental review process for the above referenced MND. The proposed project
consists of the construction and operation of four industrial/warehouse buildings with
associated parking and landscaping improvements. The project site would be surrounded
by a block wall and wrought iron fencing. Access would be provided from a driveway
along Avenue L-8. The City of Lancaster is the Lead Agency under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).
The nearest State facility to the proposed project is State Route 14 (SR-14). After
reviewing the MND, Caltrans does not expect project approval to result in a direct adverse
impact to the existing State transportation facilities.
The following information is included for your consideration.
The mission of Caltrans is to provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves
all people and respects the environment. Senate Bill 743 (2013) has codified into CEQA
law and mandated that CEQA review of transportation impacts of proposed development
be modified by using Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) as the primary metric in identifying
transportation impacts for all future development projects. You may reference the
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) for more information:
http://opr.ca.gov/ceqa/updates/guidelines/
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The proposed project may conduct its own analysis to determine significant traffic safety
impact. If potential safety impacts are identified, the following preferred traffic safety
impact mitigation may be recommended as mitigation:
•

Transportation demand management programs to reduce the traffic safety
impacts, which may include increased transit access, commute trip reductions
such as rideshare programs, shared mobility facilities (bicycle or vehicular),
increased bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure;

•

Investments to existing active transportation infrastructure, or transit system
amenities (or expansion) to reduce the project’s traffic safety impacts; and/or

•

Potential changes to the ramp terminal operations including, but not limited to
lane reassignment, traffic signalization, signal phasing or timing modifications,
turn lane extensions to mitigate safety impacts from project traffic.

As a reminder, VMT is the standard transportation analysis metric in CEQA for land use
projects after July 1, 2020, which is the statewide implementation date. In July 2020, the
City of Lancaster adopted standards and thresholds for analyzing projects with respect to
vehicle miles traveled (VMT) in accordance with Senate Bill 743. A series of screening
criteria were adopted and if a project meets one of these criteria, a VMT analysis is not
required. These criteria are: 1) project size – generates fewer than 110 trips per day; 2)
locally serving retail – commercial developments of 50,000 square feet or smaller; 3)
project located in a low VMT area – 15% below baseline; 4) transit proximity; 5) affordable
housing; and 6) transportation facilities. The proposed project meets Criteria 3 as it is
located in a low-VMT area. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.
For this project, we encourage the Lead Agency to evaluate the potential of
Transportation Demand Management (TDM) strategies and Intelligent Transportation
System (ITS) applications in order to better manage the transportation network, as well
as transit service and bicycle or pedestrian connectivity improvements. For additional
TDM options, please refer to the Federal Highway Administration’s Integrating Demand
Management into the Transportation Planning Process: A Desk Reference (Chapter 8).
This reference is available online at:
http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/publications/fhwahop12035/fhwahop12035.pdf
You can also refer to the 2010 Quantifying Greenhouse Gas Mitigation Measures report
by the California Air Pollution Control Officers Association (CAPCOA), which is available
online at:
http://www.capcoa.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/CAPCOA-Quantification-Report-914-Final.pdf
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Any transportation of heavy construction equipment and/or materials which requires use
of oversized-transport vehicles on State highways will need a Caltrans transportation
permit. We recommend large size truck trips be limited to off-peak commute periods.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Karen Herrera, the project
coordinator, at Karen.Herrera@dot.ca.gov and refer to GTS # 07-LA-2022-03878.
Sincerely,

MIYA EDMONSON
LDR/CEQA Branch Chief
cc: State Clearinghouse
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