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Notice of Exemption Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): Caltrans
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 1656 Union Street
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044
Eureka, CA 95501
County Clerk
County of: Humboldt (Address)

Project Title: Arcata/Samoa Beach Fiber Project (FH2)

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)

Project Applicant:

Project Location - Specific:

State Route 255; between post miles 2.012 - 8.467

Project Location - City: ~ Arcata Project Location - County: _Humboldt
Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

Vero Fiber Networks, LLC (Vero) proposes to construct infrastructure for a broadband network that links a new data center in the City of Arcata with a transpacific cable system that connects to Singapore. This broadband line
commences at the subsea cable beach landing site located along the coastline just south of the Community of Samoa and will be installed by trenchless methods to a new data center in the City of Arcata. To facilitate
construction and maintenance, the line will be placed under the edge-of-traveled-way with manholes/underground vaults adjacent within the shoulder. The broadband infrastructure includes fiber optic cable and direct current
power and ground cables. The installation of the fiber optic cable from the subsea landing station in Samoa to the data center in Arcata serves national, state, and local interests. On the local level, the US Census found that
within Humboldt County, underserved populations do not have equivalent broadband access to white non-Hispanic households. Furthermore, within Humboldt County there are few reliable options to obtain broadband internet
access. The installation of this project will provide the necessary infrastructure to support broadband expansion along the Samoa Peninsula. Furthermore, it creates a tier 1 access point to the internet reducing latency for users
within Humboldt County and Northern California. Finally, on the national level, this subsea link improves reliability and security for global data transmission.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Caltrans

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Caltrans

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: S€ction 15301; Class 1 Existing Facilities
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:
S.R. 255 is an existing facility. All proposed work is within the existing roadway prism.

The California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) previously filed a Notice of
Exemption for the proposed work.

Lead Agency
Contact Person: Alexandre Balcerzak Area Code/Telephone/Extension: _/07-815-5869

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?  Yes No

Signature: Alexandre Balcerzak Date: 3/4/2022 Title: Associate Environmental Planner

« Signed by Lead Agency Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011
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