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Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Text Field: 
	Project Title: General Waste Discharge Requirements for In-situ and Ex-situ Groundwater Remediation Projects
	Lead Agency: Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board
	Contact Name: Kerri O'Keefe
	Email: kerri.okeefe@waterboards.ca.gov
	Phone Number: 530-542-5473
	Project Location: Multiple - Throughout Lahontan Region
	Project Description: Pursuant to Division 7 of the California Water Code, the Lahontan Water Board is proposing to adopt region-wide general waste discharge requirements (WDRs) to regulate discharges of waste associated with ex-situ and in-situ groundwater remediation activities. The WDRs authorize the use of amendments for treatment above ground (ex-situ remediation) and direct injection to the vadose zone or groundwater basin to remediate groundwater (in-situ remediation). Treated groundwater must be discharged to the same groundwater basin undergoing remediation and may be disposed of by subsurface infiltration, injection, surface infiltration, percolation trenches or basins, evaporation ponds, land spreading, spray disposal (e.g., for dust control), crop irrigation, and may be discharged to ephemeral drainages that are not waters of the United States. Several of the amendments proposed for use may produce byproducts such as salts and trace metals. Enrollees will be under a strict monitoring and reporting program to protect water quality as a municipal source of drinking water and are prohibited from causing a long term loss in the assimilative capacity of the groundwater basin.  
	Project's Effects: No significant or potentially significant effects on public health or the environment were found during preparation of the initial study and environmental assessment. 
	Areas of Controversy: Areas of controversy may include, but are not limited to, the following:

1. The use of amendments during in-situ groundwater remediation projects in areas where groundwater is the only source of water for domestic purposes.
2. Discharge of treated groundwater to ephemeral drainages during precipitation events.
3. Effluent must meet cleanup goals (background) for all monitoring parameters and constituents of concern prior to discharge. A plan to divert effluent that doesn't meet cleanup goals must be submitted with the remedial action plan.
4. Discharge of amendments must be in compliance with adopted Salt and Nutrient Management Plan adopted for the groundwater basin. 

	List of Agencies: The Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control is the primary responsible agency for the project. Other agencies and departments within the California Environmental Protection Agency include:

Air Resources Board
Department of Toxic Substance Control
Local Government Agencies (well installation and boring permits)
Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment (risk assessments)


