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SCH #:
Project Title:

French Hospital Expansion Project

Lead Agency: City of San Luis Obispo
Contact Name:
Email:

Rachel Cohen

rcohen@slocity.org

Phone Number:

(805)781-7574

Project Location: San Luis Obispo, San Luis Obispo County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The proposed project consists of the phased expansion of French Hospital Medical Center campus, and associated
modification to the campus master plan, including the construction of a two-level, 234-space parking structure with 5,800
square feet of future lab and storage space and a 2,000-square-foot helistop (Phase 1), and a four-story
89,775-square-foot patient tower, an 1,800-square-foot generator yard, and various related site improvements (Phase 2)
(project). The project includes the merging of Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 003-568-004, APN 003-578-026, and a
portion of APN 003-578-063 to form one 14-acre parcel. The proposed project also includes a modification to the existing
Open Space Easement to remove 0.11 acres of easement from the south side of the easement and add 0.17 acres of
Open Space Easement to the north side of the easement. Project construction is anticipated to last approximately 3
years.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The project would result in the potential installation of two obstruction light poles that would have the potential to degrade
the visual character of the site as seen from public viewpoints. With implementation of mitigation identified to color the
poles to blend in with surrounding foliage, impacts would be reduced to less than significant. The project would have the
potential to result in inconsistencies with regional air quality planning efforts and emissions may expose nearby sensitive
receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations. Mitigation measures have been identified to require implementation of
construction emission control measures, traffic demand management, and standard asbestos and lead evaluation and
disposal measures, reducing potential impacts associated with air quality to less than significant. The project would have
the potential to affect special status wildlife species including overwintering monarch butterflies and nesting birds
protected under the MBTA and result in potential indirect impacts to proximate drainage and natural habitat areas.
Mitigation measures have been identified to avoid direct impacts to special status wildlife, require in-kind plantings of
native trees removed, and protect proximate habitat areas during construction activities to reduce impacts to less than
significant. Mitigation has been identified to avoid impacts to archaeological resources through cultural resource
awareness training and discovery protocol and would reduce impacts to less than significant. Potential impacts
associated with energy, greenhouse gas emissions, and transportation would be reduced to less than significant with
implementation of a traffic demand management plan, building energy reduction measures, and Vehicle Miles Traveled
(VMT) reduction measures. Mitigation measures have been identified to reduce noise impacts to less than significant.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

The City is aware that residents living in the area surrounding the project site would be affected by increased nighttime
noise and light events resulting from the operation of the proposed helipad and may voice concerns regarding the
frequency and intensity of these events.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
A permit would be required from the San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District (SLOAPCD) to allow for future
operation of the proposed generators, and a streambed alteration agreement permit would be required from the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife to allow for project work to occur within proximity of on-site riparian habitats.

