
Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

From: (Public Agency): City of San Pablo (Lead Agency) 
1000 Gate Way Ave 2024-00078 
San Pablo, CA 94806 

County Clerk 

County of: Contra Costa 
555 Escobar Street 
Martinez, California 

(Address) 

FILED 
March 13, 2024 

KRISTIN B. CONNELLY 
CLERK-RECORDER 

Project Title: Sutter Avenue Urban Greening Phase 1 Project By ~ 
_ _ Deputy clerk 

Proiect Applicant: City of San Pablo, 1000 Gateway Ave, San Pablo, CA 94806 Tel: 510-215-306() 

Project Location - Specific: 
The project is located along Sutter Avenue between Rumrill Boulevard and 17th Street, and 14th Street 
between Bush Avenue and 100 feet north of Sutter Avenue. 

Project Location - City: =S=an'-'--'-P=a=bl=o ______ Project Location - County: -°"C'-"oc:..:n..::.tr-=a_.C:a..:o:.,:s~ta,.__ ___ _ 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 
The Project will provide stormwater capture and treatment to reduce flooding including replacing storm 
drain pipes and storm drain inlets, installing new storm drain pipe, manhole, inlet, and stormwater 
treatment facilities, suspended pavement modular system, precast modular bioretention units, replacing 
curb, sidewalk, curb ramps, planting trees, and performing pavement restoration, slurry seal and new 
striping. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: ~C:!.!it~y...!,o!!_f.::,S~a.w.n.!.P~a~b!-"lo'-----------------

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Public Works Department, Engineering Division 

Exempt Status: (check one): 

Ministerial (Sec .. 21080(b)(1 ); 15268); 

_ Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

_ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); r- Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Sec. 15304 b & f; 15301 b & c, 15302 c 
o Statutory Exemptions. State code number: ____________________ _ 

Reasons why project is exempt: 

The project entails improving an existing storm drain system and roadway. It does not involve 
realignment or expansion of the existing use, in accordance to Section 15301 of Title 14 of the California 
Code of Regulations, Article 19. 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: ..!.M~a,,_,t-'-"t B"'-'r""o~wC!..!n _______ _ Area Codeffelephone/Extension: 510-215-3061 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 
2. Has ~oz::;•• public agency approving the project? • Yes • No 

Signature:--"""'""-':,,.<,,;.,~------'--~-----= ate: 2.h r/ J,. r Title: Senior Civil Engineer I I 

)( Signed by Lead Agency • Signed by Applicant 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108. 21152, and 21152.1. Public Resources Code 

Date Received for filing at QPR. _ ____ _ 

Revised 20 I I 



Assoc1at1on of Environmental Professionals 2020 CEQA Guidelines 

(Q Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may cause 
a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code; References: Sections 21084 and 
21084.1, Public Resources Code; Wildlife Alive v. Chickering (1977) 18 Cal.3d 190; League for 
Protection of Oakland's Architectural and Historic Resources v. City of Oakland (1997) 52 
Cal.App.4th 896; Citi=ens for Responsible Development in West Hollywood v. City of West 
Hol(..-wood (1995) 39 Cal.App.4th 925; City of Pasadena v. State of Califomia (1993) 14 
Cal.App.4th 81 O; Association for the Protection etc. Values v. City of Ukiah ( 1991) 2 Cal.App.4th 
720; and Baird v. County of Contra Costa (1995) 32 Cal.App.4th 1464 

15300.3. REVISIONS TO LIST OF CATEGORICAL EXEMPTIONS 
A public agency may, at any time, request that a new class of categorical exemptions be added, or 
an existing one amended or deleted. This request must be made in writing to the Office of Planning 
and Research and shall contain detailed information to support the request. The granting of such 
request shall be by amendment to these Guidelines. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 2 I 083, Public Resources Code; Reference: Section 21084, Public 
Resources Code. 

15300.4. APPLICATION BY PUBLIC AGENCIES 
Each public agency shall, in the course of establishing its own procedures. list those specific 
activities which fall within each of the exempt classes, subject to the qualification that these lists 
must be consistent with both the letter and the intent expressed in the classes. Public agencies may 
omit from their implementing procedures classes and examples that do not apply to their activities, 
but they may not require EIRs for projects described in the classes and examples in this article 
except under the provisions of Section 15300.2. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code; Reference: Section 21084, Public 
Resources Code. 

15301. EXISTING FACILITIES 
Class 1 consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, pennitting, leasing, licensing, or minor 
alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or topographical 
features, involving negligible or no expansion of existing or former use. The types of "existing 
facilities" itemized below are not intended to be all-inclusive of the types of projects which might 
fall within Class I. The key consideration is whether the project involves negligible or no 
expansion of use. 

Examples include but are not limited to: 

(a) Interior or exterior alterations involving such things as interior partitions, plumbing, and 
electrical conveyances; 

(b) Existing facilities of both investor and publicly owned utilities used to provide electric power, 
natural gas, sewerage, or other public utility services; 

(c) Existing highways and streets, sidewalks, gutters, bicycle and pedestrian trails, and similar 
facilities (this includes road grading for the purpose of public safety), and other alterations such 
as the addition of bicycle facilities, including but not limited to bicycle parking, bicycle-share 
facilities and bicycle lanes, transit improvements such as bus lanes, pedestrian crossings, street 
trees, and other similar alterations that do not create additional automobile lanes); 

(d) Restoration or rehabilitation of deteriorated or damaged structures, facilities, or mechanical 
equipment to meet current standards of public health and safety, unless it is determined that the 
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Note: Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code; References: Sections 2 I 084, Public 
Resources Code; North County Advocates v. City of Carlsbad (20 I 5) 24 I Cal.App.4th 94; 
Communities for a Better Environment v. South Coast Air Quality Management Dist. (2010) 48 
Cal.4th 31 O; Bloom v. McGurk (1994) 26 Cal.App.4th 1307. 

15302. REPLACEMENT OR RECONSTRUCTION 
Class 2 consists of replacement or reconstruction of existing structures and facilities where the new 
structure will be located on the same site as the structure replaced and will have substantially the 
same purpose and capacity as the structure replaced, including but not limited to: 

(a) Replacement or reconstruction of existing schools and hospitals to provide earthquake resistant 
structures which do not increase capacity more than 50 percent. 

(bl Replacement of a commercial structure with a new structure of substantially the same size, 
purpose, and capacity. 

(c) Replacement or reconstruction of existing utility systems and/or facilities involving negligible 
or no expansion of capacity. 

(d) Conversion of overhead electric utility distribution system facilities to underground including 
connection to existing overhead electric utility distribution lines where the surface is restored to 
the condition existing prior to the undergrounding. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code; Reference: Section 21084, Public 
Resources Code. 

15303. NEW CONSTRUCTION OR CONVERSION OF SMALL STRUCTURES 
Class 3 consists of construction and location of limited numbers of new, small facilities or 
structures; installation of small new equipment and facilities in small structures; and the conversion 
of existing small structures from one use to another \s,,·here only minor modifications are made in 
the exterior of the structure. The numbers of structures described in this section are the maximum 
allowable on any legal parcel. Examples of this exemption include, but are not limited to: 

(a) One single-family residence, or a second dwelling unit in a residential zone. In urbanized areas, 
up to three single-family residences may be constructed or converted under this exemption. 

{b) A duplex or similar multi-family residential structure, totaling no more than four dwelling 
units. In urbanized areas, this exemption applies to apartments. duplexes and similar structures 
designed for not more than six dwelling units. 

(c) A store, motel, office, restaurant or similar structure not involving the use of significant 
amounts of hazardous substances, and not exceeding 2500 square feet in floor area. In 
urbanized areas, the exemption also applies to up to four such commercial buildings not 
exceeding 10,000 square feet in floor area on sites zoned for such use if not involving the use 
of significant amounts of hazardous substances where all necessary public services and 
facilities are available and the surrounding area is not environmentally sensitive. 

(d) Water main, sewage, electrical, gas, and other utility extensions, including street 
improvements, of reasonable length to serve such construction. 

(e) Accessory (appurtenant) structures including garages, carports, patios, swimming pools, and 
fences. 

(Q An accessory steam sterilization unit for the treatment of medical waste at a facili ty occupied 
by a medical waste generator, provided that the unit is installed and operated in accordance 
with the Medical Waste Management Act (Section 117600, et seq., of the Health and Safety 
Code) and accepts no offsite waste. 
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Note: Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code; Reference: Sections 21084, Public 
Resources Code. 

15304. MINOR ALTERATIONS TO LAND 
Class 4 consists of minor public or private alterations in the condition of land, water, and/or 
vegetation which do not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees except for forestry or 
agricultural purposes. Examples include, but are not limited to: 

(a) Grading on land with a slope ofless than 10 percent, except that grading shall not be exempt in 
a waterway, in any wetland, in an officially designated (by federal, state, or local government 
action) scenic area, or in officially mapped areas of severe geologic hazard such as an Alquist
Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone or within an official Seismic Hazard Zone, as delineated by the 
State Geologist. 

(b) New gardening or landscaping, including the replacement of existing conventional landscaping 
with water efficient or fire resistant landscaping. 

(c) Filling of earth into previously excavated land with material compatible with the natural 
features of the site; 

(d) Minor alterations in land, water, and vegetation on existing officially designated wildlife 
management areas or fish production facilities which result in improvement of habitat for fish 
and wildlife resources or greater fish production; 

(e) Minor temporary use of land having negligible or no permanent effects on the environment, 
including carnivals, sales of Christmas trees, etc; 

(Q Minor trenching and backfilling where the surface is restored; 

(g) Maintenance dredging where the spoil is deposited in a spoil area authorized by all applicable 
state and federal regulatory agencies; 

(hJ The creation of bicycle lanes on existing rights-of-way. 

(i) Fuel management activities within 30 feet of structures to reduce the volume of flammable 
vegetation, provided that the activities will not result in the taking of endangered, rare, or 
threatened plant or animal species or significant erosion and sedimentation of surface waters. 
This exemption shall apply to fuel management activities within 100 feet of a structure if the 
public agency having fire protection responsibility for the area has determined that 100 feet of 
fuel clearance is required due to extra hazardous fire conditions. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 2 I 083, Public Resources Code; Reference: Section 21084, Public 
Resources Code. 

15305. MINOR ALTERATIONS IN LAND USE LIMITATIONS 
Class 5 consists of minor alterations in land use limitations in areas with an average slope of less 
than 20%, which do not result in any changes in land use or density, including but not limited to: 

(a) Minor lot line adjustments, side yard, and set back variances not resulting in the creation of any 
new parcel; 

(b) Issuance of minor encroachment pennits; 

(c) Reversion to acreage in accordance with the Subdivision Map Act. 

Note: Authority cited; Section 21083, Public Resources Code; Reference: Section 2 I 084, Public 
Resources Code. 

15306. INFORMATION COLLECTION 
Class 6 consists of basic data collection, research, experimental management, and resource 
evaluation activities which do not result in a serious or major disturbance to an environmental 
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State of California - Department of Fish and Wildlife 

2024 ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEE 
CASH RECEIPT 
DFW 753.5a (REV. 0 1/01124) Previously DFG 753 5a 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. 

LEAD AGENCY 

CITY OF SAN PABLO 

COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING 

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY 

PROJECT TITLE 

SUTTER AVENUE URBAN GREENING PHASE 1 PROJECT 

I LEADAGENCY EMAIL 

Print 'I SlartOver l 
RECEIPT NUMBER 

07-03/1 3/2024-078 

Save J 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If applicable) 

DATE 

03/13/2024 

DOCUMENT NUMBER 

2024-00078 

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME 

CITY OF SAN PABLO 

PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL PHONE NUMBER 

(510) 215-3060 

PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS 

1000 GATEWAY AVE 

PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box) 

IE] Local Public Agency D School District 

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES; 

D Environmental Impact Report (EIR) 

D Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MND)(ND) 

CITY 

SAN PABLO 

D Other Special District 

D Certified Regulatory Program (CRP) document - payment due directly to CDFW 

0 Exempt from fee 

0 Notice of Exemption (attach) 

D CDFW No Effect Determination (attach) 

D Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy) 

D Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) 

IE! County documentary handling fee 

0 Other 

PAYMENT METHOD: 

STATE 

CA 

ZIP CODE 

94806 

D State Agency D Private Entity 

S 4,051.25 $ ---- - - ---

$ 2,916.75 $ ---------

$ 1,377.25 $ ----------

$ 

$ 

850.00 s --- -------
50.00 $ ___ _ ___ __::_s .;;._;o •c;;.o .c...o 

$ ____ ___ ___ _ 

• Cash IE) Credit 0 Check D Other TOTAL RECEIVED $ 50.00 

SIGNATURE AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME AND TITLE 

X Jennifer Cano Deputy Clerk 

ORIGINAL · PROJECT APPLICANT COPY CDFW,ASB COPY LEAD AGENCY COPY . COUNTY CLERK DFW 753.5a {Rev 0 10120241 



Public 

Kristin B. Connelly 

Contra Costa 

Clerk-Recorder 

555 Escobar Street 

Martinez, CA 94553 
(925) 335-7900 

Receipt No.: RPT20240000023037 

Finalization No.:202400022671 

Cashier: jcano 

Register: WINDOW? 

Date/Time: 03/13/2024 09:05 AM 

Description 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

Filing Time: 

Filing Total: 

Filing Fee: 

Total Amount Due: 

Total Paid 

Credit Card Tendered: 

#3293 

Amount Due: 

THANK YOU 

Fee 

09:05 AM 

$50.00 

$50.00 

$50.00 

$50.00 

$0 . 00 

PLEASE KEEP FOR REFERENCE 
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$S2.50 
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