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SCH #:
Project Title:

Freedom Bridge Removal Project

Lead Agency: Santa Clara Valley Water District
Contact Name:
Email:

Abby Annicchiarico

aannicchiarico@valleywater.org

Phone Number:

(408) 630-2456

Project Location: Santa Clara, Santa Clara County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The Freedom Bridge Removal Project (Project) involves removal of an existing pedestrian bridge across San Tomas
Aquino Creek and associated structures. Valley Water and Intel’s lease agreement was extended to October 2022 to
allow Intel to remove the Freedom Bridge. Project implementation has been divided into two phases: Phase I, which
includes the removal of the existing bridge structure and Phase II, which includes the removal of bridge abutments and
associated re-grading and re-paving of the San Tomas Aquino Creek Trail and the Valley Water levee maintenance road
in the vicinity of the abutments. The Freedom Bridge is an approximately 125-foot long steel beam span bridge resting on
concrete abutments built on constructed levee slopes. The paved San Tomas Aquino Creek Trail is located on the
western side of the bridge, and a Valley Water levee maintenance road is located on the eastern side.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
• Special-status Species, Nesting Birds, and Bats. Construction activities could disturb special-status species, nesting
birds, and bats. Implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-1 would reduce these impacts to a less than significant level
with mitigation by requiring a pre-construction nesting bird survey, establishment of no-work buffers if active nests are
identified, and conducting a pre-construction survey for presence of special-status fish and wildlife species.
• Wildlife Movement. Noise and disturbance or direct removal of active nests associated with implementation of the
Proposed Project could temporarily adversely affect birds during their nesting season. Implementation of Mitigation
Measure BIO-1 would require pre-construction surveys and establishment of no-work buffers around nests. Additionally,
if bats were to use the bridge, removal of bat maternity roosts would be a significant impact. However, implementation of
Mitigation Measure BIO-1 would require pre-construction surveys for bats roosting in the bridge and coordination with
CDFW. With implementation of Mitigation Measure BIO-1, the impact on wildlife movement and nursery sites would be
less than significant with mitigation.
• Hazardous Materials. Due to past agricultural uses in the area, as well as past industrial uses in the vicinity,
undocumented hazardous materials may be present within the Proposed Project footprint. Implementation of Mitigation
Measure HAZ-1 would require soils testing for hazardous materials during Phase II of the Project, and would reduce
impacts to a less than significant level with mitigation.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Public concern over bridge removal.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
1. San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board
2. California Department of Fish and Wildlife
3. City of Santa Clara

