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Whittier Los Angeles
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Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The City of Whittier developed the proposed project to respond to necessary repairs and improvements to the existing
Murphy West Reservoir and Murphy East Reservoir, collectively referred to as the Murphy Reservoirs, which provides
water supply service to Pressure Zone 577 within the city of Whittier. The proposed project would include permanent
improvements at the Murphy Reservoirs site to replace the two existing reservoirs with a single, larger reservoir, as well
as temporary improvements to ensure that water supply service to Zone 577 is continued throughout the project
construction period, during which one reservoir would be demolished at a time. Temporary improvements would include
the use of a temporary Automatic Transfer Switch (ATS) at Greenleaf Pump Station, as well as at Murphy Pump Station,
to connect portable generators and allow the pump stations to continue operating should a loss of power occur; this
would ensure water supply service to residents in Zone 577 would be continued via Painter Reservoir while the Murphy
Reservoirs are under construction and reliant on smaller, temporary storage reservoirs. Potential impacts associated with
project implementation would be limited to the temporary construction period, and construction activities would be limited
to the existing Murphy Reservoir site in the city of Whittier, at the terminus of Ocean View Avenue. Implementation of the
project would resolve existing water supply storage deficiencies to Pressure Zone 577, for consistency with the City's
Water Master Plan Update and Capital Improvement Program.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The project would not result in any significant unavoidable impacts. Use of the project site would be the same after
project implementation as under present conditions; therefore, project impacts would be limited to the temporary
construction period. The following issue areas would include mitigation to avoid or reduce potential impacts:

- Biological Resources. The project would have potential to result in temporary construction-related disturbance to
species and/or habitat in the adjacent areas, and the following mitigation measures would reduce potential impacts to
less-than-significant levels: BIO-1 (Worker Environmental Awareness Program), BIO-2 (Native Habitat Fencing), BIO-3
(Minimization of Native Habitat Impacts), BIO-4 (Construction Material Storage to Prevent Leaks and Spills), BIO-5
(Construction Best Management Practices), BIO-6 (Pre-Construction Nesting Bird Surveys), BIO-7 (Pre-Cnstruction
Presence/Avsence Survey for Special Status Species), BIO-8 (Biological Construction Monitoring), and BIO-9 (Night
Construction and Night Lighting)

- Cultural Resources. Removal of the existing reservoirs would required excavation activities and the following mitigation
measures would be implemented to avoid or reduce potential impacts associated with potential for an unanticipated find
of resources: CR-1 (Unanticipated Find of Archaeological Resources), CR-2 (Unanticipated Find of Human Remains).

- Geology and Soils. Also related to construction-period excavation activities, the following mitigation measure would be
implemented to avoid or minimize potential impacts to paleontological resources: GEO-1 (Paleontological Resources
Mitigation and Monitoring Program).

- Hydrology and Water Quality. The following measure would be implemented to avoid or reduce potential impacts
associated with ground-disturbing activities and related potential to result in erosion or stormwater runoff that could affect
water quality: HYQ-1 (Erosion Control and Stormwater Pollution Prevention).

- Tribal Cultural Resources. The following mitigation measure would be implemented to avoid or minimize potential
impacts associated with excavation activities: TCR-1 (Retain a Native American Monitor Prior to Commencement of
Ground-Disturbing Activities).
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

The Lead Agency has not identified any known areas of controversy.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB)'’s Division of Drinking Water (DDW), which regulates public drinking
water systems, requires the City to submit an amendment to its domestic water supply permit.

The Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority, which manages the Preserve that surrounds the project site, has
approval authority for any access and temporary uses of the Preserve. Although the proposed project does not include

activities within the Preserve, the City is working in coordination with the Habitat Authority to minimize or avoid potential
construction-related impacts, including indirect impacts associated with dust and noise.
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