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Potential Impact Mitigation Measure Implementation 
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Monitoring & 

Reporting 

Responsibility 

Timing Date 

Implemented 

AESTHETICS 
The project is not located 

within a scenic vista, 

however, a new additional 

source of light may impact 

the environment. 

AES-1:  All lighting shall be directed downwards onto the project site and not onto 

adjacent roads or properties. Lighting equipment shall be consistent with that which is 

recommended on the website: www.darkskyorg and provisions of section 21.41.8 of 

the Zoning Ordinance. 

Applicant Applicant During 

construction 

and operation 

 

AES-2: Any exterior lighting, except as required for FAA regulations for airport 

safety, shall be manually operated and used only during night maintenance checks or in 

emergencies. The lighting shall be constructed or located so that only the intended area 

is illuminated and off-site glare is fully controlled. 

Applicant Applicant The life of the 

project 

 

AIR QUALITY 

The project has the 

potential to result in short 

and long term air quality 

impacts. Dust and fumes 

may be released as a result 

of vegetation removal, 

grading, and use of 

construction equipment 

during construction which 

would take place over a 

short period of time and 

would be temporary, which 

would not result in 

significant air quality 

impacts.. Once 

constructed, approximately 

two vehicle trips per month 

are anticipated to be 

generated by this project 

for routine and ongoing 

maintenance. Mitigation 

measures would further 

reduce air quality impacts 

to less than significant. 

AQ-1: Prior to obtaining the necessary permits and/or approvals, applicant shall 

contact the Lake County Air Quality Management District and obtain an Authority to 

Construct (A/C) Permit for all operations and for any diesel powered equipment 

and/or other equipment with potential for air emissions. 

Applicant Applicant Prior to 

operation 

 

AQ-2: All mobile diesel equipment used must be in compliance with State 

registration requirements. Portable and stationary diesel powered equipment must 

meet the requirements of the State Air Toxic Control Measures for CI engines. 

Applicant Applicant During site 

development 

and operation 

 

AQ-3: Vehicular and fugitive dust shall be minimized during the wireless 

communication facility development and management by use of water or acceptable 

dust palliatives on all driveways, roads and parking areas to maintain two inches of 

visibly-moist soil in the project area and to ensure that dust does not leave the 

property. 

Applicant Applicant During 

construction 

and operation 

 

AQ-4: Vegetation that is removed for development must be properly disposed. The 

applicant shall chip vegetation and spread the material for erosion control as an 

alternative to vegetation burning. 

Applicant Applicant During 

operation 

 

AQ-5: All access roads, driveways and parking areas shall be paved, chipped sealed, 

gravel or an equivalent all weather surface to reduce air particulates. Said material 

shall be maintained for life of the project. 

Applicant Applicant During 

construction 

and operation 

 

AQ-6: All diesel powered equipment shall meet the requirements of the State Air 

Toxic Control Measure for CI engines (stationary and portable). 
Applicant Applicant During 

construction 

and operation 

 

AQ-7: Prior to issuance of any permits, the applicant shall obtain all necessary 

permits from the Lake County Air Quality Management District and submit written 

verification to the Community Development Department. 

Applicant Applicant During 

operation 

 

BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Five (5) vegetation 

communities were 

observed within the the 

study area. As part of the 

assessment the potential for 

occurrence of special-

BIO–1: If ground disturbing activities occur during the breeding season of these 

avian species (February through mid-September), surveys for active nests will be 

conducted by a qualified biologist no more than 10 days prior to start of activities. 

Pre-construction nesting surveys shall be conducted for nesting migratory avian and 

raptor species in the project site and buffer area. Pre-construction biological surveys 

shall occur prior to the proposed project implementation, and during the appropriate 

Applicant/ 

Contractor 

Applicant Prior to site 

development 

and during 

construction 

 

http://www.darkskyorg/


status plant species and 

special-status wildlife 

species was evaluated. 

survey periods for nesting activities for individual avian species. Surveys will follow 

required CDFW and USFWS protocols, where applicable. A qualified biologist will 

survey suitable habitat for the presence of these species. If a migratory avian or 

raptor species is observed and suspected to be nesting, a buffer area will be 

established to avoid impacts to the active nest site. Identified nests should be 

continuously surveyed for the first 24 hours prior to any construction-related 

activities to establish a behavioral baseline. If no nesting avian species are found, 

project activities may proceed and no further Standard Construction Conditions 

measures will be required. If active nesting sites are found, the following exclusion 

buffers will be established, and no project activities will occur within these buffer 

zones until young birds have fledged and are no longer reliant upon the nest or 

parental care for survival. 

• Minimum no disturbance of 250 feet around active nest of non-listed bird species 

and 250 foot no disturbance buffer around migratory birds; 

• Minimum no disturbance of 500 feet around active nest of non-listed raptor 

species; 

• and 0.5-mile no disturbance buffer from listed species and fully protected species 

until breeding season has ended or until a qualified biologist has determined that the 

birds have fledged and are no longer reliant upon the nest or parental care for 

survival. 

• Once work commences, all nests should be continuously monitored to detect any 

behavioral changes as a result of project activities. If behavioral changes are 

observed, the work causing that change should cease and the appropriate regulatory 

agencies (i.e. CDFW, USFWS, etc.) shall be consulted for additional avoidance and 

minimization measures. 

• A variance from these no disturbance buffers may be implemented when there is 

compelling biological or ecological reason to do so, such as when the project area 

would be concealed from a nest site by topography. Any variance from these buffers 

is advised to be supported by a qualified wildlife biologist and is recommended that 

CDFW and USFWS be notified in advance of implementation of a no disturbance 

buffer variance. 

BIO-2: Pre-activity surveys will be conducted for bat species and their 

roosting/maternity sites in the project site and buffer area. If a bat roosting/maternity 

site is identified during these survey or suspected to be present, a buffer area will be 

established to avoid impacts on the burrow/maternity site, and subsequently the bat 

species. The following exclusion zone will apply: 

• 300 feet for known or potential maternity roosting site. If deemed warranted project 

proponent will consult with Lake County and the appropriate state (CDFW) and 

Federal (USFWS) regulatory agencies to work out a plan to avoid impacts to the 

species before work resumes. 

Applicant/ 

Contractor 

Applicant Prior to site 

devleopment 

 

BIO-3: The project proponent shall implement the following standard USFWS 

Mitigation and Avoidance Measures to prevent mortality of individual red-legged 

frog that may be found migrating across or aestivating on the proposed project sites 

during proposed project activities. 

• Preconstruction surveys for CRF shall be completed within 48 hours prior to 

commencement of any earth-moving activity, construction, or vegetation removal 

within project sites, whichever comes first. The preconstruction survey shall include 

two nights of nocturnal surveys in areas of suitable habitat. 

Applicant/ 

Contractor 

Applicant Prior to site 

development, 

during 

construction 

 



• If any CRF are encountered during the surveys, all work in the work area shall be 

placed on hold while the findings are reported to the CDFW and USFWS and it is 

determined what, if any, further actions must be followed to prevent possible take of 

this species. 

• Where construction will occur in CRF habitat where CRF are potentially present, 

work areas will be fenced in a manner that prevents equipment and vehicles from 

straying from the designated work area into adjacent habitat areas. A qualified 

biologist will assist in determining the boundaries of the area to be fenced in 

consultation with Lake County, USFWS, and CDFW. All workers will be advised 

that equipment and vehicles must remain within the fenced work areas. 

• The USFWS authorized biologist will direct the installation of the fence and will 

conduct biological surveys to move any individuals of these species from within the 

fenced area to suitable habitat outside of the fence. Exclusion fencing will be at least 

24 inches in height. The type of fencing must be approved by the authorized 

biologist, the USFWS, and CDFW. This fence should be permanent enough to 

ensure that it remains in good condition throughout the duration of the construction 

project on the project site. It should be installed prior to any site grading or other 

construction-related activities are implemented. The fence should remain in place 

during all site grading or other construction-related activities. The frog exclusion 

fence could be “silt fence” that is buried along the bottom edge. 

• If at any individuals of these species are found within an area that has been fenced 

to exclude these species, activities will cease until the authorized biologist moves the 

individuals. 

• If any of these species are found in a construction area where fencing was deemed 

unnecessary, work will cease until the authorized biologist moves the individuals. 

The authorized biologist in consultation with USFWS and CDFW will then 

determine whether additional surveys or fencing are needed. Work may resume 

while this determination is being made, if deemed appropriate by the authorized 

biologist. 

• Any individuals found during clearance surveys or otherwise removed from work 

areas will be placed in nearby suitable, undisturbed habitat. The authorized biologist 

will determine the best location for their release, based on the condition of the 

vegetation, soil, and other habitat features and the proximity to human activities. 

• Clearance surveys shall occur on a daily basis in the work area. 

• The authorized biologist will have the authority to stop all activities until 

appropriate corrective measures have been completed. 

• To ensure that diseases are not conveyed between work sites by the authorized 

biologist or his or her assistants, the fieldwork code of practice developed by the 

Declining Amphibian Populations Task Force will be followed at all times. 

• Project activities shall be limited to daylight hours, except during an emergency, in 

order to avoid nighttime activities when CRF may be present. Because dusk and 

dawn are often the times when CRF are most actively foraging and dispersing, all 

construction activities should cease one half hour before sunset and should not begin 

prior to one half hour before sunrise. 

BIO-4: A qualified botanist will conduct pre-construction field surveys to identify 

any populations of special-status plant species within the proposed project site that 

will be disturbed during project activities. These surveys shall be conducted prior to 

the initiation of any construction activities and coincide with the appropriate 

Applicant/ 

Contractor 

Applicant Prior to site 

development 

and during 

construction 

 



flowering period of the special-status plant species with the potential to occur in the 

project area. If any special-status plant species populations are identified within or 

adjacent to the proposed disturbance areas, the project proponent shall implement the 

following measures to avoid impacts to these species: 

• If any population(s) of special-status plant species is identified directly adjacent to 

the proposed project site, a qualified biologist retained by project proponent will 

clearly delineate the location of the plant population, and install protective fencing 

between the disturbance zone and the plant population to ensure that the plant 

population is adequately protected. 

• If a special-status plant population is identified within the proposed disturbance 

zone, the project proponent will consult with CDFW and USFWS to determine the 

appropriate measures to avoid or mitigate for impacts to the species or population. 

The project proponent will adjust the boundaries of the disturbance zone, where 

feasible, to avoid impacts to the plant species/population. Where avoidance is not 

feasible, the project proponent will implement one or more of the following 

measures: (1) transplant potentially affected plants to areas not planned for 

disturbance. If a plant is transplanted, two more plants shall be planted. Plantings 

shall be managed and monitored by the applicant and shall survive to 5 years after 

planting; (2) seed or purchase plants and place them in an area adjacent to the 

disturbance zone; (3) purchase credits at an approved mitigation bank at a ratio 

approved by CDFW, USFWS, and the project proponent. 

BIO-5: To avoid debris contamination into drainages and other sensitive wildlife 

habitats, silt fence or other sediment control devices will be placed around 

construction sites to contain spoils from construction excavation activities. 

Applicant/ 

Contractor 

Applicant Prior to site 

development 

and 

construction 

 

BIO-6: Surveys for identified special-status species shall be conducted by qualified 

biologists at the appropriate times before construction starts to determine occupancy 

at the site. If no special-status species are found, no further action other than the Best 

Management Practices identified above are required. If individuals are found, 

including nesting birds, a buffer zone around the species or nest will be required at a 

sufficient distance to prevent take of individual species. 

Applicant 

 

Applicant Prior to site 

development 

and 

construction 

 

BIO-7: Due to the potential for special-status species to occur, move through, or into 

the project area, an on-site biological monitor, shall at a minimum, check the ground 

beneath all equipment and stored materials each morning prior to work activities 

during disturbing activities to prevent take of individuals. All pipes or tubing Four 

(4) inches or greater shall be sealed by the relevant contractor with tape at both ends 

to prevent animals from entering the pipes at night. All trenches and other 

excavations shall be backfilled the same day they are opened, or shall have an exit 

ramp built into the excavation to allow animals to escape. 

Applicant/ 

Contractor 

Applicant During 

construction 

 

BIO-8: Environmental Awareness Training shall be presented to all personnel 

working in the field on the proposed project site. Training shall consist of a brief 

presentation in which biologists knowledgeable of endangered species biology and 

legislative protection shall explain endangered species concerns. Training shall 

include a discussion of special-status plants and sensitive wildlife species. Species 

biology, habitat needs, status under the Endangered Species Act, and measures being 

incorporated for the protection of these species and their habitats shall also be 

discussed. 

Applicant/ 

Contractor 

Applicant Prior to site 

development 

 



BIO-9: Project site boundaries shall be clearly delineated by stakes and /or flagging 

to minimize inadvertent degradation or loss of adjacent habitat during project 

operations. Staff and/or its contractors shall post signs and/or place fence around the 

project site to restrict access of vehicles and equipment unrelated to project 

operations. 

Applicant/ 

Contractor 

Applicant Prior to site 

development 

 

CULTURAL / GEOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

Disturb an archaeological 

resource or human remains 

during construction 

activities. 

CUL-1: Should any archaeological, paleontological, or cultural materials be 

discovered during site development, all activity shall be halted in the vicinity of the 

find(s). The local overseeing Tribe(s) shall be notified, and a qualified archaeologist 

retained to evaluate the find(s) and recommend mitigation procedures, if necessary, 

subject to the approval of the Community Development Director.  Should any human 

remains be encountered, they shall be treated in accordance with Public Resources 

Code Section 5097.98 and with California Health and Safety Code section 7050.5.   

Applicant Applicant During site 

development 

 

CUL-2: All employees shall be trained in recognizing potentially significant artifacts 

that may be discovered during the ground disturbance. If any artifacts or remains are 

found, the local tribe shall immediately be notified; a licensed archaeologist shall be 

notified, and the Lake County Community Development Director shall be notified of 

such finds. 

Applicant Applicant Prior to site 

development  

 

CUL-3: In the event of an unanticipated discovery of cultural resources during the 

implementation of the project, all work must be halted within 100 feet (30 meters) of 

the find and a qualified archaeologist (36 CFR Part 61) notified so that its potential 

significance can be assessed. 

Applicant Applicant During site 

development 

and 

construction 

 

GEOLOGY AND SOILS 

The proposed project will 

not cause potential 

substantial adverse effects. 

However, a minor ground 

disturbance is proposed for 

site preparation  

GEO-1: Prior to any ground disturbance, the permittee shall submit erosion control 

and sediment plans to the Water Resource Department and the Community 

Development Department for review and approval. Said erosion control and sediment 

plans shall protect the local watershed from runoff pollution through the 

implementation of appropriate Best Management Practices (BMPs) per the Grading 

Ordinance. Typical BMPs include the placement of straw, mulch, seeding, straw 

wattles, silt fencing, and the planting of native vegetation on all disturbed areas. No silt, 

sediment, or other materials exceeding natural background levels shall be allowed to 

flow from the project area. The natural background level is the level of erosion that 

currently occurs from the area in a natural, undisturbed state. Vegetative cover and 

water bars shall be used as permanent erosion control after project installation. 

Applicant/ 

Contractor 

Applicant The life of the 

project 

 

GEO-2: Excavation, filling, vegetation clearing, or other disturbance of the soil shall 

not occur between October 15 and April 15 unless authorized by the Community 

Development Department Director. The actual dates of this defined grading period may 

be adjusted according to weather and soil conditions at the discretion of the 

Community Development Director. 

Applicant/ 

Contractor 

Applicant Prior to 

construction 

and operation 

 

GEO-3: The permit holder shall monitor the site during the rainy season (October 15 

– May 15), including post-installation, application of BMPs, erosion control 

maintenance, and other improvements as needed. 

Applicant Applicant During 

construction 

and operation 

 



 

GEO-4: If greater than fifty (50) cubic yards of soils are moved, a Grading Permit 

shall be required as part of this project. The project design shall incorporate Best 

Management Practices (BMPs) to the maximum extent practicable to prevent or 

reduce the discharge of all construction or post-construction pollutants into the 

County storm drainage system. BMPs typically include scheduling of activities, 

erosion and sediment control, operation and maintenance procedures, and other 

measures in accordance with Chapters 29 and 30 of the Lake County Code. 

Applicant/ 

Contrator 

Applicant Prior and 

during 

construction 

and operation 

 

NOISE 

The proposed project will 

not have any adverse effect 

on the noise. However, the 

future project may create 

short-term increases in 

ambient noise levels to 

uncomfortable levels 

during project preparation, 

construction, and 

operations. 

NOI-1:  All construction activities including engine warm-up shall be limited 

Monday through Friday, between the hours of 7:00am and 7:00pm to minimize noise 

impacts on nearby residents. Back-up beepers shall be adjusted to the lowest 

allowable levels. This mitigation does not apply to night work. 

Applicant/ 

Contractor 

Applicant During site 

development 

and operation 

 

NOI -2:  Maximum non-construction related sounds levels shall not exceed levels of 

55 dBA between the hours of 7:00AM to 10:00PM and 45 dBA between the hours of  

10:00PM to 7:00AM within residential areas as specified within Zoning Ordinance 

Section 21-41.11 (Table 11.1) at the property lines. 

Applicant  Applicant During site 

development 

and operation 

 

NOI-3: The operation of the emergency backup generator shall not exceed levels of 

57 dBA between the hours of 7:00AM to 10:00PM and 50 dBA from 10:00PM to 

7:00AM within residential areas as specified within Zoning Ordinance Section 21-

41.11 (Table 11.2) measured at the property lines. 

Applicant Applicant During site 

development, 

operation and 

life of the 

project 

 


