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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:
Project Title:

U_2017-0036 Manchester AT&T Tower

Lead Agency: County of Mendocino
Contact Name:
Email:

Julia Krog

krogj@mendocinocounty.org

Phone Number:

707-234-6650

Project Location: Manchester, Mendocino County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
Coastal Development Use Permit to authorize construction and operation of a wireless communication facility consisting
of a 76 foot tall faux water tank with various appurtenant equipment and ground equipment including a generator and
equipment cabinet. Associated improvements include establishment of access to the site via a gravel road and trenching
of power and fiber to the site location. The proposed faux water tank will be located within a 1,050 square-foot fenced
compound. Fencing is proposed to be 6 foot tall redwood fencing.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Potential significant impacts relate to federally listed endangered species with the potential to occur within the area and
proximity to designated critical habitat. Species include western snowy plover, Behren's silverspot butterfly and the Point
Arena Mountain Beaver. A Tower Avian Avoidance Plan has been prepared and compliance is required with the plan in
order to reduce potential impacts associated with predator perch on the proposed tower, which could impact the western
snowy plover. No mitigation is required for the Behren's silverspot butterfly, as none were observed within the area nor
their food source. Point Arena Mountain Beaver's have not been observed on the site; however, additional
pre-construction surveys will be performed prior to initiation of work to be sure that none have moved into the area.
Surveys were already conducted in 2019 and 2020/2021. In addition, the site has potential for sensitive plant
communities or rare plants and while surveys were conducted confirming that species were not present, a mitigation
measure has been added to require pre-construction surveys to ensure none of moved into the area of the proposed
tower.
Potential significant impacts relate to aesthetics with the tower due to proximity to Manchester State Beach. Mitigation
Measures include painting of the faux water tank to blend with the surrounding environment, analysis on a regular basis
of the camouflage effectiveness, and an irrevocable letter of credit, bond, certificate of deposit, or other reasonable form
of security to ensure that if the facility is abandoned that the County may remove the tower.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

The Sonoma-Mendocino Coast District of the California Department of Parks and Recreation has continued to express
concerns with the tower both on visual resources and sensitive habitats.
A petition was previously circulated by members of the community in opposition to the proposed tower. At the time of the
petition, the tower was proposed to be a monopine.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
California Coastal Commission
Sonoma-Mendocino Coast District of the California Department of Parks and Recreation
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
US Fish and Wildlife Service
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection

