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Contact: Enclosures:  [5] Original NOE
[O] Location Map
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office for a period of 30 full calendar days.

Please return a stamped copy via email to ep@mwdh2o0.com.

Ref:


http://mwdh2o.com/

California Environmental Quality Act
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

To: Office of Planning and Research From: The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
State Clearinghouse 700 North Alameda Street
1400 Tenth Street Los Angeles, California 90012

Sacramento, California 95814

Project Title: Water Exchanges between Metropolitan and Valley District
Project Location - Specific: Exchanges and deliveries from Diamond Valley Lake in Riverside County to Devil Canyon in San Bernardino County

Project Location - City: San Bernardino Project Location - County: Los Angeles, San Bernardino, Riverside
Description of Project:

The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (Metropolitan) and San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District (Valley District) have agreed to
collaborate in water exchanges thru 2031. Metropolitan and Valley District may exchange local supplies or may exchange State Water Project (SWP) supplies
at Devil Canyon. Metropolitan’s local supplies are stored at Diamond Valley Lake located in Riverside County, while Valley District’s are groundwater wells
within its service area within San Bernardino County.

Metropolitan anticipates entering into agreements with Valley District as well as with other entities such as but not limited to the California Department of
Water Resources and the City of Redlands to facilitate these exchanges.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
Exempt Status:

[] Emergency Project--Repairs [Public Resources Code §21080(b)(2); State CEQA Guidelines
[] Emergency Project--Prevent [Public Resources Code §21080(b)(4); State CEQA Guidelines
[E] categorical Exemption, State CEQA Guidelines§15301, Class 1;

[ statutory Exemptions, State CEQA Guidelines

[2] Other, State CEQA Guidelines §15061(b)(3); §15378(b)(4);

Reasons why project is exempt:

The proposed action is not defined as a project under CEQA (Public Resources Code Section 21065, State CEQA
Guidelines Section 15378(b)(4)) because it involves organizational or administrative activities such as the creation of
government funding mechanisms or other governmental fiscal activities which do not involve any commitment to any
specific project which may result in a direct or indirect physical impact on the environment. Additionally, where it can
be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the proposed action in question may have a significant effect on
the environment, the proposed action is not subject to CEQA (Section 15061(b)(3) of the State CEQA Guidelines).
Finally, the proposed project involves minor alterations to the operation of existing facilities with negligible or no
expansion of use and with no possibility of significantly impacting the physical environment. Accordingly, the proposed
action qualifies under a Class 1 Categorical Exemption (Section 15301) of the State CEQA Guidelines

Lead Agency Contact: Sean Carlson at (213) 217-6276
Signatu re: Digitally signed by Sean Carlson Date: 3/24/22
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Environmental Planning Manager, The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
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