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1 Chapter 1 Introduction 
The City of Yuba City (City) has prepared this Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) to 
address the potential environmental impacts of the Groundwater Well Installation Project (Proposed Project). 
This document has been prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
Public Resources Code Section 21000, et. seq. and the State CEQA Guidelines (CEQA Guidelines; California 
Code of Regulations Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 15000, et seq.). The City is the CEQA lead agency for this 
Proposed Project. 
 
The site and the Proposed Project are described in detail in the Chapter 2 Project Description. 

1.1 Regulatory Information 

An Initial Study (IS) is a document prepared by a lead agency to determine whether a project may have a 
significant effect on the environment. In accordance with California Code of Regulations Title 14 (Chapter 3, 
Section 15000, et seq.) ñ also known as the CEQA Guidelines ñ Section 15064 (a)(1) states that an 
environmental impact report (EIR) must be prepared if there is substantial evidence in light of the whole record 
that the Proposed Project under review may have a significant effect on the environment and should be further 
analyzed to determine mitigation measures or project alternatives that might avoid or reduce project impacts 
to less than significant levels. A negative declaration (ND) may be prepared instead if the lead agency finds that 
there is no substantial evidence considering the whole record that the project may have a significant effect on 
the environment. An ND is a written statement describing the reasons why a Proposed Project, not otherwise 
exempt from CEQA, would not have a significant effect on the environment and, therefore, why it would not 
require the preparation of an EIR (CEQA Guidelines Section 15371). According to CEQA Guidelines Section 
15070, a ND or mitigated ND shall be prepared for a project subject to CEQA when either: 

a. The IS shows there is no substantial evidence, considering the whole record before the agency, that the 
Proposed Project may have a significant effect on the environment, or  

b. The IS identified potentially significant effects, but: 

1. Revisions in the project plans or proposals made by or agreed to by the applicant before the 
proposed MND and IS is released for public review would avoid the effects or mitigate the effects 
to a point where clearly no significant effects would occur is prepared, and 

2. There is no substantial evidence, considering the whole record before the agency, that the 
Proposed Project as revised may have a significant effect on the environment. If revisions are 
adopted by the Lead Agency into the Proposed Project in accordance with the CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15070(b), a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) is prepared. 

1.2 Document Format 

This IS/MND contains four chapters and four appendices. Chapter 1 Introduction , provides an overview of 
the Proposed Project and the CEQA process. Chapter 2 Project Description, provides a detailed description 
of Proposed Project components and objectives. Chapter 3 Impact Analysis, presents the CEQA checklist 
and environmental analysis for all impact areas, mandatory findings of significance, and feasible mitigation 
measures. If the Proposed Project does not have the potential to significantly impact a given issue area, the 
relevant section provides a brief discussion of the reasons why no impacts are expected. If the Proposed Project 
could have a potentially significant impact on a resource, the issue area discussion provides a description of 
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potential impacts, and appropriate mitigation measures and/or permit requirements that would reduce those 
impacts to a less than significant level. Chapter 4 Mitigation  Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP), 
provides the proposed mitigation measures, implementation timelines, and the entity/agency responsible for 
ensuring implementation. 

The CalEEMod Output Files, Biological Resources Assessment, Cultural Resources Inventory Report, NRCS 
Soil Resource Report, and Categorical Exclusion (NEPA) are provided as technical Appendix A, Appendix 
B, Appendix C, (confidential) Appendix D, and Appendix E respectively, at the end of this document.   

Environmental impacts are separated into the following categories: 

Potentially Significant Impact. This category is applicable if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be 
significant, and no feasible mitigation measures can be identified to reduce impacts to a less than significant 
level. If there are one or more òPotentially Significant Impactó entries when the determination is made, an EIR 
is required. 

Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. This category applies where the incorporation of mitigation 
measures would reduce an effect from a òPotentially Significant Impactó to a òLess Than Significant Impact.ó 
The lead agency must describe the mitigation measure(s), and briefly explain how they would reduce the effect 
to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from earlier analyses may be cross-referenced).  

Less Than Significant Impact. This category is identified when the Proposed Project would result in impacts 
below the threshold of significance, and no mitigation measures are required. 

No Impact. This category applies when a project would not create an impact in the specific environmental issue 
area. òNo Impactó answers do not require a detailed explanation if they are adequately supported by the 
information sources cited by the lead agency, which show that the impact does not apply to the specific project 
(e.g. the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A òNo Impactó answer should be explained where it is based 
on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g. the project will not expose sensitive receptors to 
pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis). 
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2 Chapter 2 Project Description 

2.1 Project Background and Objectives 

 Project Title 

Groundwater Well Installation Project  

 Lead Agency Name and Address 

City of Yuba City 
1201 Civic Center Boulevard 
Yuba City, CA 95993 

 Contact Person and Phone Number 

Lead Agency Contact 
William Jow, Assistant Engineer 
Public Works Department 
1201 Civic Center Boulevard 
Yuba City, CA 95993 
(530) 822-4635   
wjow@yubacity.net  
 

CEQA Consultant 
Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group 
Briza Grace Sholars, Project Manager 
(866) 776-6200 

 Project Location 

The Project is located in eastern Sutter County, northern California, within the City of Yuba City (the City) (see 
Figure 2-1). The Project site is located at the Water Treatment Plant at the corner of Northgate Drive and Live 
Oak Blvd, specifically addressed as 701 Northgate Drive within the City Limits on Assessorõs Parcel Number 
51-020-009. The project site is shown in Figure 2-3. 

 Latitude and Longitude 

The centroid of the Project area is 39° 9' 40.8702" N, -121° 37' 27.1626" W 

 General Plan Designation 

Public & Semi Public. See Figure 3-6 

 Zoning 

R-1: Low Density Residential. See Figure 3-7 

mailto:wjow@yubacity.net
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 Description of Project 

2.1.8.1 Surrounding Land Uses and Setting 

Yuba City is situated in eastern Sutter County on the western bank of the Feather River. Sutter County is located 
in north central California within the Sacramento Valley and is included in the six-county greater Sacramento 
region. The County is bordered by Yuba, Butte, Colusa, Yolo, Placer and Sacramento counties. Sutter County 
is bordered by the Sacramento River to the west and the Feather River to the east. There are two incorporated 
cities in Sutter County ñ Yuba City and Live Oak ñ and several smaller unincorporated rural communities. 
Major highways within Sutter County include north-south routes SR 70, SR 99, SR 113 and the east-west Colusa 
Highway/SR 20. 
 
Topographically, the Project site is at an elevation of approximately 59 feet above mean sea level (Figure 2-2). 

2.1.8.2 Project Background 

The City has been awarded a drought resiliency grant from the Bureau of Reclamation (USBR or Reclamation) 
WaterSMART Drought Response Program. The City has planned to build a new groundwater well with partial 
funding from the grant. The City has evaluated water supply options for an emergency condition involving loss 
or significant reduction of the Cityõs available supply from the Feather River and has concluded that a new 
groundwater well is the best option to provide water during times of drought. The City currently obtains water 
for its water system from the Feather River through four different permits/contracts. The Feather River is a 
tributary to the Sacramento River and provides the primary watershed for the State Water Project (SWP). The 
main water supply source for the City is the Feather River, providing 90% of all water. The City also has access 
to an existing groundwater well located at the WTP for use in drought or emergency conditions. The additional 
groundwater well will reduce the Cityõs reliance on imported water from the SWP and increase the Cityõs 
drought resilience. The proposed well will potentially become an Aquifer Storage and Recovery well (ASR) in 
future phases. A recent feasibility study confirmed the areaõs ASR capability. Expanding the proposed wellõs 
capabilities to include ASR would allow it to pump water underground to recharge the groundwater supply of 
the areaõs aquifer, Sutter Subbasin. Along with increased drought resiliency, the new groundwater well will make 
better use of water right permits, maximize control of supply sources, and make the best use of existing water 
diversion, treatment, and transmission facilities, potentially reducing planned capital expenditures for water 
infrastructure improvements in the future. 

2.1.8.3 Project Description 

The proposed Project is the construction of a new 500-foot-deep groundwater well for the City of Yuba City. 
The well will produce approximately 1,500 gallons per minute (GPM) and will expand the Cityõs water 
production by 2,400-acre feet per year (AFY). It is anticipated that the well will be used during periods of 
drought when surface water is not available. The new groundwater well will be located in the same vicinity as 
an existing groundwater well at the Cityõs Water Treatment Plant (WTP) site. The well may be drilled and 
constructed at any location within the WTP site. Further investigation by the City will determine the best 
location for the proposed well. For the purposes of the Project, the area of potential effect (APE) will be the 
entire WTP site acreage of approximately 24.7 acres. The proposed well has an estimated useful life of 50 years.  

2.1.8.4 Construction 

Construction of the Project is anticipated to be completed within eight months from September 2022 to April 
2023. The Project will begin with mobilization and a drilling phase lasting approximately four months. Once 
the drilling phase is completed, a second phase will begin to construct the above ground facility. Both phases 
include inspections and site cleanup. Construction equipment will likely include a drilling rig, excavators, 
backhoes, graders, skid steers, loaders, and hauling trucks.  
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Generally, construction will occur between the hours of 7am and 5pm, Monday through Friday, excluding 
holidays. Construction will require temporary staging and storage of materials and equipment. Staging areas will 
be located onsite at the WTP.  

2.1.8.5 Operation and Maintenance 

Operation and maintenance of the new groundwater well will be performed by the City of Yuba Cityõs existing 
maintenance staff. 

2.1.8.6 Best Management Practices 

The Proposed Project has incorporated standard Best Management Practices (BMPs) relating to air quality, 
hazardous materials, water quality, and traffic, as summarized below. All BMPs for the Project construction 
will be incorporated into the construction documents (plans and specifications), thereby contractually obligating 
contractors and subcontractors to adhere to these practices. These BMPs are not intended to serve as mitigation 
measures since they have been incorporated into the Project description. 
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Table 2-1. Best Management Practices for Construction Activities 

Best Management Practices for Construction Activities 

Air Quality ð 1  
FRAQMD 
Standard BMPs 
for all Projects 

1. Implement the Fugitive Dust Control Plan. 
2. Construction equipment exhaust emissions shall not exceed FRAQMD 

Regulation IV, Rule 3.0, Visible Emissions limitations (40 percent opacity or 
Ringelmann No. 2). 

3. The contractor shall be responsible to ensure that all construction equipment is 
properly tuned and maintained prior to and for the duration of onsite operation. 

4. Limiting idling time to five minutes ï saves fuel and reduces emissions. 
5. Utilize existing power sources or clean fuel generators rather than temporary 

power generators. 
6. Develop a traffic plan to minimize traffic flow interference from construction 

activities. The plan may include advance public notice of routing, use of public 
transportation, and satellite parking areas with a shuttle service. Minimize 
obstruction of through-traffic lanes. Provide a flag person to guide traffic properly 
and ensure safety at construction sites. 

7. Portable engines and portable engine-driven equipment units used at the project 
work site, except for on-road and off-road motor vehicles, may require California 
Air Resources Board (ARB) Portable Equipment Registration with the State or a 
local district permit. The owner/operator shall be responsible for arranging 
appropriate consultations with the ARB or the District to determine registration 
and permitting requirements prior to equipment operation at the site.1 

Hazardous 
Materials ð 1 
All construction 
projects 

Ensure Proper 
Vehicle and 
Equipment 
Fueling and 
Maintenance 

 

1. No fueling or servicing will be done in a waterway, unless equipment stationed in 
these locations is not readily relocated (i.e., pumps, generators).  

2. For stationary equipment that must be fueled or serviced on-site, containment 
will be provided in such a manner that any accidental spill will not be able to 
come in direct contact with soil, surface water, or the storm drainage system.  

3. All fueling or servicing done at the job site will provide containment to the degree 
that any spill will be unable to enter any waterway or damage riparian 
vegetation. 

4. All vehicles and equipment will be kept clean. Excessive build-up of oil and 
grease will be prevented. 

5. All equipment will be inspected for leaks each day prior to initiation of work. 
Maintenance, repairs, or other necessary actions will be taken to prevent or 
repair leaks, prior to use. 

6. If emergency repairs are required in the field, only those repairs necessary to 
move equipment to a more secure location will be done in a channel or flood 
plain. 

                                                      
1 FRAQMD Indirect Source Review Guidelines. https://www.fraqmd.org/files/8c3d336a1/FINAL+version+ISR+Amendments.pdf Accessed 28 
August 2019. 

https://www.fraqmd.org/files/8c3d336a1/FINAL+version+ISR+Amendments.pdf
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Best Management Practices for Construction Activities 

Hazardous 
Materials ð 2 
All construction 
projects 

Utilize Spill 
Prevention 
Measures 

 

1. Prevent the accidental release of chemicals, fuels, lubricants, and non-storm 
drainage water following these measures: 

2. Field personnel will be appropriately trained in spill prevention, hazardous 
material control, and clean-up of accidental spills; 

3. Equipment and materials for cleanup of spills will be available on site, and 
spills and leaks will be cleaned up immediately and disposed of according to 
applicable regulatory requirements; 

4. Field personnel will ensure that hazardous materials are properly handled, and 
natural resources are protected by all reasonable means; 

5. Spill prevention kits will always be in close proximity when using hazardous 
materials (e.g., at crew trucks and other logical locations), and all field 
personnel will be advised of these locations; and, 

6. The work site will be routinely inspected to verify that spill prevention and 
response measures are properly implemented and maintained. 

Water Quality ð 1 
All construction 
projects 

Maintain Clean 
Conditions at 
Work Sites 

1. The work site, areas adjacent to the work site, and access roads will be 
maintained in an orderly condition, free and clear from debris and discarded 
materials on a daily basis. Personnel will not sweep, grade, or flush surplus 
materials, rubbish, debris, or dust into storm drains or waterways. 

2. For activities that last more than one day, materials or equipment left on the 
site overnight will be stored as inconspicuously as possible and will be neatly 
arranged. Any materials and equipment left on the site overnight will be stored 
to avoid erosion, leaks, or other potential impacts to water quality  

3. Upon completion of work, all building materials, debris, unused materials, 
concrete forms, and other construction-related materials will be removed from 
the work site. 

Water Quality ð 2  
All construction 
projects 

Manage 
Sanitary and 
Septic Waste 

Temporary sanitary facilities will be located on jobs that last multiple days, in 
compliance with California Division of Occupational Safety and Health (Cal/OSHA) 
regulation 8 California Code of Regulations 1526. All temporary sanitary facilities 
will be located where overflow or spillage will not enter a watercourse directly 
(overbank) or indirectly (through a storm drain). 

Water Quality ð 3  
All construction 
projects 

Storm Water 
Pollution 
Prevention Plan 

For construction activity covering more than one acre, a Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) shall be prepared and submitted to the Central Valley 
Regional Water Quality Control Board (CVRWQCB) and an Order No. 2009-0009-
DWQ Construction General Permit shall be obtained and implemented throughout 
construction. 
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 Other Public Agencies Whose Approval May Be Required 

¶ Yuba City ð Encroachment Permit and/or Building Permit 

¶ State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water (DDW) ð Water Supply Permit 

¶ State Water Resources Control Board ð NPDES Construction General Permit 

¶ Feather River Air Quality Management District  

¶ California Public Utilities Commission ð approval for utility upgrades (not anticipated to be necessary) 

¶ Yuba City Fire Department 

¶ Sutter County Environmental Health Services  

 Consultation with California Native American Tribes 

Pursuant to Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52; codified at Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1, et seq.), a lead 
agency, within 14 days of deciding to carry out a project, must notify any Native American Tribe that has 
previously requested such notification about the project and inquire whether the Tribe wishes to initiate formal 
consultation. Tribes have 30 days from receipt of notification to request formal consultation. The lead agency 
then has 30 days to initiate the consultation, which then continues until the parties come to an agreement 
regarding necessary mitigation or agree that no mitigation is needed, or one or both parties determine that 
negotiation occurred in good faith, but no agreement will be made. The City of Yuba City has previously 
received written requests from two California Native American Tribes requesting notification of upcoming 
projects: 

¶ The United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn Rancheria, dated November 23, 2015  

¶ The Ione Band of Miwok Indians, dated March 2, 2017 

On September 25, 2019 the City provided letters to the above Tribes via certified mail. 

On October 8, 2019 the City received an email from United Auburn Indian Community of the Auburn 
Rancheria requesting consultation on the Project. On October 28, 2019 the City sent the Tribe a letter to initiate 
consultation. On December 31, 2019 and January 29, 2020, the City sent a follow up email to Anna Starkey at 
astarkey@auburnrancheria.com. On January 29, 2020 the Tribe responded with an email that provided 
recommended mitigation measures in lieu of consultation to address the potential for the unanticipated 
discovery of Tribal Cultural Resources (See TCR-1, TCR-2, and TCR-3). Measures have been incorporated 
into the Project and all mitigation measures are listed in Chapter 4 Mitigation  Monitoring and Reporting 
Program.  

Additionally, the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) recommends that lead agencies proactively 
attempt to engage Tribes traditionally affiliated with the area. ECORP requested that the NAHC provide a 
Sacred Lands File & Native American Contacts List, which was received September 30, 2019 with positive 
results. ECORP sent letters to the following Tribes via certified mail on October 9, 2019: 

¶ Estom Yumeka Maidu Tribe of the Enterprise Rancheria, Glenda Nelson  

¶ Mechoopda Indian Tribe, Dennis E. Ramirez  

¶ Mooretown Rancheria of Maidu Indians, Benjamin Clark 

¶ Mooretown Rancheria of Maidu Indians, Guv Taylor  

mailto:astarkey@auburnrancheria.com
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¶ Pakanõvani Maidu of Strawberry Valley Rancheria, Tina Goodwin  

¶ United Auburn Indian community of the Auburn Rancheria, Gene Whitehouse  

On October 15, 2019, Mooretown Rancheria responded by letter to indicate that the project is out of their 
tribal territory and that they have no further comment. No other responses have been received. All Tribal 
correspondence is included in the Cultural Resources Inventory Report, which is confidential. 
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Figure 2-1. Regional Vicinity Map  
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Figure 2-2. Topographic Quadrangle Map  
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Figure 2-3. Area of Potential Effect 
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Environmental Factors Potentially Affected 

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, as indicated by the 
checklist and subsequent discussion on the following pages. 

 

  Aesthetics   Agriculture Resources   Air Quality 

  Biological Resources   Cultural Resources   Energy 

  Geology/Soils   Greenhouse Gas Emissions   Hazards & Hazardous 
Materials 

  Hydrology/Water Quality   Land Use/Planning  Mineral Resources 

  Noise   Population/Housing  Public Services 

  Recreation   Transportation/Traffic   Tribal Cultural Resources 

  Utilities/Service Systems   Wildfire   Mandatory Findings of 
significance 

 
DETERMINATION: (To be completed by the Lead Agency) 

Based on this initial evaluation: 
 

 I find that the Proposed Project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 I find that although the Proposed Project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will 
not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to 
by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

 I find that the Proposed Project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 

 I find that the Proposed Project MAY have a òpotentially significant impactó or òpotentially significant 
unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed 
in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation 
measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed. 

 I find that although the Proposed Project could have a significant effect on the environment, because 
all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant 
to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that 
are imposed upon the Proposed Project, nothing further is required. 

 
 
_______________________________________   _____________________________ 
Signature        Date 

 
______________________________________    
Printed Name/Position     
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3 Chapter 3 Impact Analysis 

3.1 Aesthetics 

Table 3-1. Aesthetics Impacts 

Aesthetics 

Except as provided in Public Resources Code 
Section 21099, would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significa
nt Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?      

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not 
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings 
within a state scenic highway? 

    

c) In non-urbanized areas substantially degrade the existing 
visual character or quality of public views of the site and its 
surroundings? (Public views are those that are 
experienced from publicly accessible vantage point). If the 
project is in an urbanized area, would the project conflict 
with applicable zoning and other regulations governing 
scenic quality? 

    

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which 
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area? 

    

 Environmental Setting 

Sutter County consists of predominantly flat land within the Sacramento Valley bordered on the east by the 
Feather River and on the west by the Sacramento River. Some 88 percent of the county is prime farmland and 
grazing land. The Project site is a WTP in Yuba City. The land surrounding the Project area is a mix of residential 
lots, park space, and manufacturing. Live Oak Blvd and Northgate Drive border the WTP; the former is a 
major arterial roadway and the latter is a collector street. Sutter County has no officially designated or eligible 
scenic highways. 

 Impact Assessment 

Except as provided in public Resources Code Section 21099, would the project: 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? 

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and 
historic buildings within a state scenic highway? 

a and b) No Impact. The Project will not damage scenic vistas or resources. Scenic features in the area may 
include the Feather River waterfront along with associated recreation areas to the east of the Project. Visitors 
to the area enjoy hunting, fishing and boating. There are no officially designated or eligible scenic highways in 
Sutter County. The Project site is an existing water treatment plant so there will be no impact. 

c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of public 
views of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those that are experienced from publicly 



Chapter Three: Impact Analysis 

Groundwater Well Installation 

Provost & Pritchard Consulting Group ¶ February 2021 
 3-2 

accessible vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized area, would the project conflict with 
applicable zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality? 

c) No Impact . The Project site is in an urbanized area close to two schools, a neighborhood park, several 
residences, and manufacturing businesses. Constructing an additional groundwater well within the water 
treatment plant site will not conflict with applicable zoning or other regulations in the area.  

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or nighttime 
views in the area? 

d) No Impact. As the Project consists of the construction of a groundwater well, it will not create a new source 
of substantial light or glare.
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3.2 Agriculture and Forestry Resources 

Table 3-2. Agriculture and Forestry Resources Impacts 

Agriculture and Forest Resources 

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland 
of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the 
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and 
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, 
to non-agricultural use? 

    

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a 
Williamson Act contract? 

    

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, 
forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code section 
12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources 
Code section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland 
Production (as defined by Government Code section 
51104(g))? 

    

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest 
land to non-forest use? 

    

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, 
due to their location or nature, could result in conversion 
of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of 
forest land to non-forest use? 

    

 Environmental Setting 

Agriculture is an important component of Sutter County, both economically and from a land use perspective. 
Within the Yuba City sphere of influence, agricultural land makes up the majority of open space. Because of its 
location between the Sacramento and Feather Rivers, which provide nutrient-rich soils and an abundance of 
water, Yuba City is ideally located for agricultural production. Although orchards are the primary agricultural 
uses occupying undeveloped land in the western and northern areas of the Yuba City sphere of influence, òvery 
little agricultural land exists within the current City limits.ó2 

Land within the Project area and its surroundings are predominantly developed. Nearby land use consists of 
parkland and residential, commercial, and educational development. The site and surrounding areas do not 
contain farmland, forest land, timberland, or open space used for the propagation of agriculture.  

                                                      
2 Yuba City General Plan. https://www.yubacity.net/city_hall/departments/development_services/planning/plans/general_plan/ Accessed 28 August 
2019. 

https://www.yubacity.net/city_hall/departments/development_services/planning/plans/general_plan/
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 Impact Assessment 

Would the project: 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as 
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the 
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use? 

a) No Impact. The Project site is designated Urban and Built-Up Land as shown in Figure 3-1. Land to the 
east of the Project area is designated as Prime Farmland but the Project will have no impact on the land 
surrounding the water treatment plant. The Project will not convert Farmland to non-agricultural uses. 
Therefore, there will be no impact. 

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract? 

b) No Impact. The Project area is zoned for low density residential and designated as public and semi-public 
use. The site is not under a Williamson Act contract. The Project is consistent with the Cityõs intent for the land 
and will not conflict with a Williamson Act Contract. 

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public Resources 
Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or 
timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code section 51104(g))? 

d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use? 

c and d) No Impact. There are no forest lands or timberlands within the Project site or vicinity. There will be 
no impact.  

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, could 
result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest 
use? 

e) No Impact. As discussed above in Impact Assessments a-d, the Project involves the development of a new 
groundwater well and associated infrastructure on an existing water treatment plant lot. The proposed water 
supply system improvements will not result in land use conversion of farmland or forest land, either directly or 
indirectly. There will be no impact.  
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Figure 3-1. Farmland Designation Map  




















































































































































































