DHS Research and Development Park

City of Desert Hot Springs

Patricia Villagomez
pvillagomez@cityofdhs.org
Desert Hot Springs

760-329-6411
Riverside

The proposed Project, shown on Exhibit 4, consists of five (5) buildings ranging between 16,954
and 30,600 square feet (totaling 122,812 square feet) for cannabis cultivation. Main building
entrances are on the easterly side of the northernmost building, and on the northerly sides of
the other buildings. The site plan also includes a paved parking lot, landscaping, trash
enclosures, and perimeter walls and fencing. The site will be accessed via two (2) driveways on
Little Morongo Road, and a guard house is planned at each driveway. A stormwater retention
basin is planned at the southeasterly corner of the site.

Aesthetics: The Project is adjacent to the Upper Mission Creek/Big Morongo Canyon Conservation Area of the Coachella Valley Multiple
Species Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP). As such, it is subject to Land Use Adjacency Guidelines to minimize potential edge effects on
the conservation area. Mitigation is provided that shields Project lighting in accordance with the guidelines.
Biological Resources: The Project will have an impact on birds covered by the MBTA. Mitigation measures include pre-construction surveys
compliant with MBTA and CDFW protocols, implementation of construction measures and best management practices, and restrictions on
landscaping materials to minimize impacts to the adjacent CVMSHCP conservation area.
Cultural Resources: The City is in an area where significant Native American resources have been identified. Mitigation measures provide
archaeological and tribal monitoring during construction and processing guidelines for any discovered cultural resources, and require that
Project-related cultural resources documentation be provided to the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians.
Geology/Soils: The Project site is subject to seismic ground shaking, subsidence, and collapsible soils and could harbor paleontological
resources. Mitigation requires adherence to the recommendations of the Project geotechnical report, grading restrictions to minimize impacts to
the CVMSCHP conservation area, and use of a paleontological monitor if such resources are found.
Hydrology: Due to its adjacency to the CVMSHCP conservation area, mitigation is provided that requires Project stormwater systems to be
designed to prevent the release of toxins and other elements that might degrade or harm the conservation area.
Transportation: The Project will contribute to cumulative traffic deficiencies at two area intersections. A mitigation measure requires the Project
to pay its fair share of costs of intersection improvements.
All other impacts were found to be less than significant.

There are no areas of controversy.
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