
Krishnamurti Project Description  
PL17-0017 
 
KFA requests a Major Modification to CUP No. 3697 for the continued use and 
maintenance of the existing facility for a twenty-year period. KFA also requests the 
following modifications to the existing entitlement: 
  
Change of Use: KFA requests to change the use of the facility from an adult educational 
center and religious retreat to a camp for adult education and religious retreat purposes.1 
Overnight accommodations will continue at the site, thereby meeting the definition of a 
“camp” per Section 8102-0 of the Ventura County NCZO.   
 
CUP Boundary: The current CUP Boundary includes APNs 029-0-033-27 and 029-0-033-
28 (3.17 acres). KFA requests the CUP boundary to increase in size from 3.17 acres to 
11.12 acres. The expanded CUP boundary would include APNs 029-0-033-240, 029-0-
033-250 and 029-0-033-260.  
 
New Structures: KFA requests the construction, use, and maintenance of the following 
new structures on the project site: 
 

Proposed Structures 

Structures Size (sq. ft.) 

Reception/Canteen Building (with Kitchen and Dining Area) 2,193 

Solar Array Roof Structure* 3,168 

Maintenance Shed 1,800 

American Disability Act (ADA) Accessible Public Restroom 180 

Shade Structure 400 

Storage Building and Water Cooler 120 

Three Underground Rainwater Capture Tanks** 75,000 gallons 

Two Cottage Structures*** 3,070 

TOTAL 10,931 sq. ft.  
Notes: 
* The ground-mounted solar array roof structure will be built approximately 17 feet above grade and located 
adjacent to the maintenance shed. 
** The rainwater capture tanks are 25,000 gallons each. 
*** The two cottage structures (each structure is 1,535 sq. ft. in size) will provide overnight                 
accommodations for up to 18 resident scholars and 3 staff members. 

 

 
1  Ventura County’s non-coastal (NCZO) Section 8102-0 defines “camp” as a rural facility with permanent 

structures for overnight accommodations and accessory structures and buildings which are used for 
temporary leisure, recreational or study purposes and provides opportunities for the enjoyment or 
appreciation of the natural environment. “Retreat” is defined as a facility which (a) provides opportunities 
for small groups of people to congregate temporarily on a site for such purposes as education, 
enlightenment, contemplation, renewal or solitude; and (b) by its nature, needs to be located in a quiet, 
sparsely-populated, natural environment. 

 

PL17-0012



The proposed project will be conducted in two phases: (1) Phase I includes the installation 
of the solar arrays and rainwater capture tanks; and, (2) Phase II includes the construction 
of the remaining proposed structures, stone work and tree removal / planting. 
 
Conversion of Existing Structures: The Pine Cottage (4,181 sq. ft.) will be converted from 
a residence to a library and study hall/meeting room. The existing garage/storage building 
(780 sq. ft.) will be converted to a visitor serving exhibit/display building.  
 
Staff and Work Hours: Five permanent staff will continue to live and work on site. Two 
employees will continue to work Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. in 
the archives building.2  Five new employees are proposed to work on site arriving at 6:30 
a.m. and departing at 2:30 p.m. 
 
Overnight Guests: Six overnight guests will continue to be permitted to stay overnight in 
the Arya Vihara and Pine Cottage Annex buildings.  
 
Daytime Visitors: KFA will be open to visitors to study the history and teachings of J. 
Krishnamurti Monday through Friday, with approximately eight visitors and two archive 
scholars expected to come to the site. On the weekends, approximately 35 to 45 visitors 
are expected to use the project site. Weekday and weekend visiting hours are from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The buildings available to the public will be locked before 10:00 a.m. 
and after 2:30 p.m. Notification of the “open to the public” hours will be posted on the 
facility’s website, including the requirement that the public must leave the site at or before 
2:30 p.m.  The facility will be closed to the public outside of these hours. 
 
Krishnamurti Archives Resident Scholars: Scholars of the Krishnamurti Archives come to 
study the teachings of J. Krishnamurti. This includes handwritten manuscripts, letters, 
photographs, original audio and video recordings, and related materials. KFA will sponsor 
18 resident scholars who will be temporary residents for a 30-day period.  The 18 resident 
scholars will arrive and depart the KFA property by shuttle from a pre-determined pick-up 
and drop-off location during non-peak hours3 on the weekdays or on the weekends; the 
scholars do not arrive using their personal vehicles. 
 
Programs and Activities: KFA will host programs and events related to the teachings of J. 
Krishnamurti. The midweek programs and evening dialogues would include small groups 
of 12 to 15 people gathering on site in the following areas: at the northwest parking area, 
in the grassy areas between the northwest parking area and the Arya Vhara structure, in 
the grassy area east of the Arya Vhara structure, in the grove west of restroom and Pine 
Cottage, in the vegetable and flower garden, and in the open area north of the proposed 
shade structure (Attachment 3, Project Plans). The table below includes information on 
these programs and events that will be in addition to the daytime visitors noted above.   
 
 

 
2  The archives building was built in 1977.  A 4,000 sq. ft. addition was constructed in 1997.  Two employees 

have worked in the archives building since 1997 and will continue to as part of the proposed project. 
3 6:30 am to 9:30 am and 3:30 pm and 6:30 pm in both directions on State Highway 33. 



Note: * Midweek Programs begin at 2:00 p.m. and end at 7:30 p.m.  Midweek Programs are by invite only 
and are held in the Pine Cottage. This building will be open to the public; however, at 2:30 p.m.  the public 
will be asked to leave. 

 
One annual conference will be held on site. The conference will occur over a three-day 
period (Friday through Sunday). Each day’s program will begin at 11:00 a.m. and end at 
7:30 p.m. A maximum of 40 individuals per day are expected to attend the conference.  
All conference attendees will remain on site throughout the conference. 
 
The six overnight guests and 18 archive resident scholars may also participate in these 
programs, events, and the annual conference. Their attendance would be in addition to 
the numbers noted above. 
 
There are 72 protected trees on the project site that will be encroached upon as a result 
of the proposed construction. Four protected heritage sized coast live oak trees (tree nos. 
19, 21, 63, and 64) will need to be removed (Attachment 4, August 26, 2019, Cragoe 
Arborist Report).  Seventy-five trees will be planted to offset the loss of the four protected 
oak trees. Approximately 0.81 acres of the existing citrus orchards will be removed to 
offset the increase in water demand resulting from the proposed project. Approximately 
196 drought-tolerant olive trees will be planted to offset the loss of the orchard 
(Attachment 5, Water Resource Engineering Associates (WREA) Water Usage 
Memorandum, dated January 24, 2022).  
 
The existing Ayra Vihara, Pine Tree Retreat, Administration Building, and Pine Cottage 
are all served by existing on-site wastewater treatment systems (OWTS) (3,000-gallons). 
The new Retreat/Canteen building, and the new cottages will be served by two new 3,000-
gallon septic tanks for a combined capacity of 6,000 gallons connected to four 30-foot-
deep by 4-foot diameter seepage pits, each with 5 feet of cover. One of the septic tanks 
will be dedicated to the commercial kitchen and will include a grease interceptor located 
in the Reception/Canteen building. All of the OWTS’ are under the permitting authority of 
the State Regional Water Quality Control Board (SRWQCB).  

KFA Programs and Events 

 Monday 
through 
Friday 

Time Saturday 
and 

Sunday 

Time Frequency 

Midweek 
Programs* 

10 
attendees 
and on-site 

staff 

2:00 p.m. to  
7:30 p.m.* 

  50 events 
annually 

Tuesday 
Evening 
Dialogue 

20  
attendees 
and on-site 

staff 

7:30 p.m. to  
10:00 p.m. 

  52 events 
annually 

Saturday 
Evening 
Dialogue 

  20  
attendees 

4:00 p.m. to  
6:00 p.m. 

52 events 
annually 

Weekend 
Evening 
Talks 

  40  
attendees 

7:30 p.m. to  
10:00 p.m. 

 12 events 
annually 

TOTAL 30  60   



 
Water is currently provided by the Senior Canyon Mutual Water District (SCMWD). There 
is an approved Water Availability Letter (WAL) on file with the Ventura County Public 
Works Agency for SCMWD, dated May 23, 2016. A Will Serve Letter was also provided 
on January 21, 2022, by the SCMWD, which stated that the proposed project would not 
increase current demand. Rainwater capture tanks are proposed and would supply up to 
75,000 gallons of water for irrigation, which will offset the increase in water demand 
caused by the addition of the resident scholars. 
 
Access to the site is made available by two existing driveways adjacent to McAndrew 
Road. A total of 50 uncovered parking spaces will continue to be provided on site to 
accommodate staff and visitors. All deliveries will occur during non-peak hours on the 
weekdays or on the weekends.  
 

 


