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Notice of Exemption Appendix E
To: Office of Planning and Research From: (Public Agency): Cem Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 1685 E Street
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044
Fresno, CA 93706
County Clerk
County of: (Address)

Project Title: SIERRA MEADOWS PROCESS BASED RESTORATION PROJECT

Project Applicant: The Sierra Fund

Project Location - Specific:

McCreary Meadow 37.491, -119.272; Lower Grouse Meadow 37.1728, -119.2027; Ahart Meadow 37.011, -119.046

Project Location - City: Sierra National Forest Project Location - County: Fresno and Madera County

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project:

The 2.55-acre Project of three riparian meadows with incised stream channels and actively evolving head cuts that rapidly drain the
meadow floodplains, resulting in reduced residence time of water, reduced riparian wet-meadow habitat for amphibians or native fish,
reduced stream complexity, increased erosion, and rapid drying following spring snowmelt have been selected for restoration.

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: 1h€ Sierra Fund

Exempt Status: (check one):
O Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268);
O Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
OO0 Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: 15333 - Small Habitat Restoration
O Statutory Exemptions. State code number:

Reasons why project is exempt:

These projects qualify for the Small Habitat Restoration CEQA class 33 exemption because: 1) the project size is less
than 5 acres and impacts less than 500 linear feet of stream bank, 2) the project is not part of any compensatory
mitigation, 3) the primary purpose of the project is to improve habitat, 4) the activities are carried out principally with hand
labor and not mechanized equipment, and 5) the project includes river bank stabilization using bioengineering techniques
that eliminate erosion from stream incision.

Lead Agency
Contact Person: _Brandon Salazar Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 299-445-6278

If filed by applicant:
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? OYes O No

Signature: g_)(/ L////;,, Date: 05/12/2022 Title:  Water Resource Control Egnineer

[ Signed by Lead Agency O Signed by Applicant

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. Date Received for filing at OPR:
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code.

Revised 2011
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