Appendix C

Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal

Mail to: State Clearinghouse, P.O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 (916) 445-0613
For Hand Delivery/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 SCH #

Project Title: Mojave Desert Land Trust Palisades Ranch Restoration Project

Lead Agency: Mojave Desert Resource Conservation District Contact Person: Dana Raponi
Mailing Address: 15415 W. Sand Street, #103 Phone; ; {760) 8900-9120
City: Victorville Zip: 92392 County: San Bernardino
Project Location: County:San Bernardino City/Nearest Community: Helendale
Cross Streets; Bryman Road and Heritage Road Zip Code: 92368
Longitude/Latitude (degrees, minutes and seconds): 34 °40  "40.19”N/ 117 °21  ’30.01" W Total Acres: 1,647
Assessor's Parcel No.: 047001141 Section: 14 Twp.: 6N Range: 4W Base: SBBM
Within 2 Miles:  State Hwy #: 66 Waterways: Mojave River
Adrports: N/A Railways: BNSF Schools: N/A

Document Type:

CEQA: [] NOP [] Draft EIR NEPA: [ NOI Other;: [] Joint Document
[] Early Cons [] Supplement/Subsequent ETR 1 BA [] Final Document
[ Neg Dec (Prior SCH No.) [] Draft BIS 1 Other:
Mit Neg Dec  Other: 1 FONSI

Local Action Type:

[] Gencral Plan Update ] Specific Plan ' ] Rezone [ Annexation

[J General Plan Amendment [| Master Plan [ Prezone [1 Redevelopment

[J General Plan Element ] Planned Unit Development  [| Use Permit [ Coastal Permit

[J Community Plan B4 site Plan [ Land Division (Subdivision, etc.) [{ Other:Restoration Plan

Development Type:

[] Residential: Units Acres :

[ Office: Sq.fi, Acres Employees [] Transporiation; Type

[] Commercial:Sq.ft. Acres Employees [] Mining: Mineral

1 Industrial: ~ Sq.ft. Acres Employees [ ] Power: Type MW

[] Educational: [] Waste Treatment: Type MGD

Recreational: 1.8 mile trail system [1 Hazardous Waste: Type

[] Water Facilities: Type MGD Other: Habitat Restoration

Project [ssues Discussed in Document:

Aesthetic/Visual [1 Fiscal B4 Recreation/Parks Vegetation

Agricultural Land Flood Plain/Flooding Schools/Universitics ' Water Quality

B4 Air Quality Forest Land/Fire Hazard Septic Systems Water Supply/Groundwater
&< Archeological/Historical Geologic/Seismic: Sewer Capacity Wetland/Riparian

& Biological Resources Minerals Soil Erosion/Compaction/Grading Growth Inducement

[] Coastal Zone Noise Solid Waste Land Use
Drainage/Absorption Population/Housing Balance Toxic/Hazardous Cumulative Effects

] Economic/Jobs [>] Pubtic Services/Facilities Traffic/Circulation ] Other:

Present Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation:
Genera! Plan DeSIQnanon Open Space and Public Facility; Zoning: Rural Llwng, Helendale Communlty Plannmg Area

Pro;ect Descrlption (p!ease use a separate page if necessary)

The Mojave Desert Land Trust {MDLT) intends to implement a conceptual restoration and design plan for Palisades
Ranch that meets state and regional priorities to identify restoration measures for critical hydrological processes and
habitat health. The objectives of the restoration plan were to improve riparian and aquatic habitats for special status
species {including San Emigdio biue butterfly, Mojave tui chub, southwestern willow flycatcher, western yellow-billed
cuckoo, least Bell's vireo, and Lucy’s warbler) while keeping in mind water allocation (groundwater/aquifer recharge,
water conservation) and maintenance required for sustainable and successful restoration.

*Please Refer to Page 2 for the remainder of the project description.**

Note: The State Clearinghouse will assign identification numbers for all new profects. If a SCH number already exists for a project (e.g. Notice of Preparation or

previons draft document) please fill in.
Revised 2010




Notice of Completion, page 2

Project Description (continued):

Given that MDLT proposes to implement a habitat restoration plan within an area of conservation, MDRCD
has agreed to serve as the CEQA Lead Agency for this project.

The restoration plan involves reconnecting a 170-acre abandoned agricultural field that was historically
riparian habitat to the Mojave River by reestablishing a nested floodplain that resembles historic floodplain
conditions. This would entaii constructing a 6,600-foot main side channel, a 1,425-foot west branch side
channel, and two higher elevation 5-year return interval channels within the proposed nested floodplain in
the abandoned agricultural field. This approach would restore the historic floodplain and braided channel
form during annual high flows, promote natural recruitment of riparian vegetation and beaver colonization,
and boost groundwater storage of the floodplain aquifer. Approximately 130 acres of riparian habitat would
be restored as a result of this project. The design would also include a 2-acre pond that would provide
habitat for Mojave tui chub. The design would not be hard engineering, rather the design would create a
system that allows natural processes to take place, creating the greatest ecological benefit possible.

The Implementation of the proposed Palisades Ranch Restoration Project—which includes fence
installation, habitat restoration, and installation of signage—is anticipated to require up to 5 years (60
months) with a target completion date of 3 years (36 months), with the anticipated start date of construction
in October 2022. The project could be completed as early as October 2025, though it may be completed at
the latest around Qctober of 2027,




Reviewing Agencies Checklist

Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies below with and "X".
If you have already seni your document to the agency please denote that with an "S".

Air Resources Board Office of Historic Preservation

Boating & Waterways, Department of Office of Public School Construction

ix| |

California Emergency Management Agency Parks & Recreation, Department of
California Highway Patrol ____ Pesticide Regulation, Department of
Calirans District# __ Public Utilities Commission
Caltrans Division of Aeronautics X Regional WQCB #8

Caltrans Planning Resources Agency ,
Central Valley Flood Protection Board Resources Recycling and Recovery, Department of
Coachella Valley Mtns. Conservancy S F, Bay Conservation & Development Comm.

San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers & Mitns. Conservancy

San Joaquin River Conservancy

Coastal Commission
Colorado River Board

LT

Conservation, Department of Santa Monica Mins, Conservancy
Corrections, Department of State Lands Commission -
Delta Protection Cominission SWRCB: Clean Water Grants
Education, Department of —____ SWRCB: Water Quality
Energy Commission X SWRCB: Water Rights
Fish & Game Region #6____ ______ Tahoe Regional Plauming Agency
Food & Agriculture, Department of ______ Toxic Substances Control, Department of
Forestry and Fire Protection, Department of _____ Water Resources, Department of
General Services, Departﬁuent of
Health Services, Departmeut of ) Other:;
Housing & Community Development Other:
Native American Heritage Commission
Local Public Review Period {to be filled in by lead agency)
Starting Date May 18, 2022 Ending Date June 17, 2022
Lead Agency (Complete if applicable}:
Consulting Firm: Tom Dodson & Associates Applicant: Mojave Desert Land Trust
Address: P.O. Box 2307 Address: P.O. Box 1544
City/State/Zip: San Bernardino, CA 92406-2307 City/State/Zip: Joshua Tree, CA 92252
Contact: Kaitlyn Dodson-Hamilton Phone: (760) 366-5440

Phone: (909) 882-3612
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Signature of Lead Agency Representative:

Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code. Reference: Section 21161, Public Resources Code.
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