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Helendale, San Bernardino County
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Project Decription (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The Mojave Desert Land Trust (MDLT) intends to implement a conceptual restoration and design plan for Palisades
Ranch that meets state and regional priorities to identify restoration measures for critical hydrological processes and
habitat health. The objectives of the restoration plan were to improve riparian and aquatic habitats for special status
species (including San Emigdio blue butterfly, Mojave tui chub, southwestern willow flycatcher, western yellow-billed
cuckoo, least Bell’s vireo, and Lucy’s warbler) while keeping in mind water allocation (groundwater/aquifer recharge,
water conservation) and maintenance required for sustainable and successful restoration. Given that MDLT proposes to
implement a habitat restoration plan within an area of conservation, MDRCD has agreed to serve as the CEQA Lead
Agency for this project.
(continued on page 2)

Identify the project's significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Mitigation is required to minimize impacts under Air Quality (reduction of exhaust emissions, minimizing fugitive dust
impacts); Biological Resources (restoration plans designed to protect resources must be adhered to; the restoration plan
shall consider including removal of American Bullfrog; biologically non-hazardous erosion control shall be used; MDLT
must submit permits for impacts to jurisdictional features); Cultural Resources (an extended Phase 1 archaeological
study shall be implemented to determine the presence or absence of the recorded buried materials; archaological
monitoring and testing shall be implemented in collboration with SMBMI); Geology and Soils (prevent soil erosion/
instability, ensure paleontological resources are protected upon any accidental discovery); Hazards and Hazardous
Materials (remediation in the event of accidental spills; implement a Hazardous Materials Business Plan; enable
controlled burns to prevent wildfires); Hydrology and Water Quality (reduce stormwater runoff impacts; drainage
management; ensure weed abatement sprays are applies as directed to prevent water quality impacts; monitor wells
nearby to ensure that neighboring wells are not impacted, and provide compensation where private wells are impacted);
Noise (minimize construction noise); Transportation (ensure circulation improvements are contributed to and
implemented; prepare a construction traffic control plan); Tribal Cultural Resources (ensure SMBMI measures are
implemented, including contact with the tribe if resources are discovered to protect tribal resources); Utilities and Service
Systems (ensure demolition and construction materials are recycled where feasible); and Wildfire (label evacuation
routes clearly to ensure public is protected in the event of a random wildfire)
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Project Description (cont.)
The restoration plan involves reconnecting a 170-acre abandoned agricultural field that was historically
riparian habitat to the Mojave River by reestablishing a nested floodplain that resembles historic floodplain
conditions. This would entail constructing a 6,600-foot main side channel, a 1,425-foot west branch side
channel, and two higher elevation 5-year return interval channels within the proposed nested floodplain in
the abandoned agricultural field. This approach would restore the historic floodplain and braided channel
form during annual high flows, promote natural recruitment of riparian vegetation and beaver colonization,
and boost groundwater storage of the floodplain aquifer. Approximately 130 acres of riparian habitat would
be restored as a result of this project. The design would also include a 2-acre pond that would provide
habitat for Mojave tui chub. The design would not be hard engineering, rather the design would create a
system that allows natural processes to take place, creating the greatest ecological benefit possible.
The Implementation of the proposed Palisades Ranch Restoration Project—which includes fence
installation, habitat restoration, and installation of signage—is anticipated to require up to 5 years
(60 months) with a target completion date of 3 years (36 months), with the anticipated start date of
construction in October 2022. The project could be completed as early as October 2025, though it may be
completed at the latest around October of 2027.

continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

None known

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
California Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW)
United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE)
Regional Water Quality Control Board, Lahontan Region
San Bernardino County Fire Department

