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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:
Project Title:

Royal Gold Soil Operation Conditional Use Permit PLN-2021-17077

Lead Agency: Humboldt County Planning & Building Department
Contact Name:
Email:

Steve Lazar

slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us

Phone Number:

(707)268-3741

Project Location: Glendale area / Humboldt County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
A Conditional Use Permit to authorize an existing soil manufacturing and wholesale distribution facility. Operating
year-round, daily activities primarily involve the blending and mixing of potting soils, raw material processing, and
shipping and receiving activities. Coco pith is used as the basis for their soil products, though other components include:
sawdust, compost, chicken manure, and fish bone. All of the materials used are imported to and processed at the project
site. Manufacture of the final soil product requires grinding, screening, sorting, stockpiling, mixing, and packaging of
these materials. The business began operating from the site in 2009, without the benefit of County review. An earlier
Initial Study & Mitigated Negative Declaration (SCH #2016032061) was adopted by the Planning Commission during
approval of the Use Permit in August 2016. Following this, the project was appealed to the Board of Supervisors and
subject to litigation. After entering into a legal settlement and completing extensive improvements to the site designed to
address water quality concerns, the appeal was withdrawn. The project has been resubmitted for consideration and
revised to reflect these and other proposed changes to the project.
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The project's includes mitigation measures to prevent potentially significant effects in the following environmental impact
categories: Aesthetics, Air Quality, Biological Resources, Energy, Hazards & Hazardous Materials, Hydrology & water
Quality, Land Use Planning, Noise, Tribal Cultural Resources, Utilities and Service Systems, and Mandatory Findings of
Significance. Further analysis of potential impacts can be found within the relevant sections of the environmental
document. All mitigation measures are listed in the Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program section of the
document.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Noise from equipment used during the manufacturing process, fugitive dust, and odor from compost activities. There is
also concern about construction-related ground disturbance encountering contaminated soils from leftover from prior
industrial uses. There is ongoing concern about contamination at the project site and the potential for mobilization and
transmittal to surface and groundwater sources in the nearbu area.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
California Department of Fish & Wildlife, State Water Resources Control Board, North Coast Regional Water Quality
Control Board, Army Corps of Engineers, Department of Toxic Substances Control, North Coast Unified Air Quality
Management District, Cal-EPA

