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SCH #:
Project Title:

Wavecrest Drive Public Beach Access Repair Project

Lead Agency: Del Norte County
Contact Name:
Email:

Heidi Kunstal

hkunstal@co.del-norte.ca.us

Phone Number:

707-464-7254

Project Location: North Terminus of Wavecrest Drive, Smith River, Del Norte County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The County has a concrete pathway between 5’-6’wide that leads from the north end of the Wavecrest Drive right-of-way
and parking area to the beach. The pathway travels in a west/southwest direction leading from the north of the existing
residence at 120 Wavecrest Drive to just west of the residence below the face of bluff. The concrete pathway was
damaged where it meets the ocean, by the 2011 Tsunami. The pathway has continued to deteriorate and is in need of
repair and partial replacement. The County proposes to remove the last forty feet of the existing ramp and replace it with
steps with treads that are 2.5 feet deep and with 7-inch risers. The extra depth to the stair tread will make it easier for
more people to use. The ramp will be bordered on both sides with new concrete sidewalls and handrails. Special studies
prepared for the project address sea level rise, tsunami runup, bluff retreat, cultural resources, biological resources,
wetlands, and visual impacts. Mitigation measures are proposed to address potential impacts to wetlands, biological
resources, and cultural resources.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The project is located in an area known to have tribal cultural resources. A Phase I Cultural Resources Inventory was
prepared for the project site. Four mitigation measures were added to address protocols for the discovery of tribal
resources or remains and to have a qualified archaeologist and tribal monitors from either the Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation or
Elk Valley Rancheria present for all earth disturbing activities. Additionally, the area is known to have sensitive plant
species and wetlands. Avoidance is proposed entirely with regard to sensitive plants species with a mitigation measure
added to require pre-construction identification by a qualified biologist, education to the construction team regarding
identified plants and temporary fencing during the construction period to protect the plants. The County plans to mitigate
any temporal impacts through the replanting of native plants and removal of invasive plants within the impact area.
Wetlands and sensitive plant species will be avoided thourh the use of protective temporary fencing.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

The Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation has provided feedback to the County's consultant regarding the protection of tribal cultural
resources through the presence of tribal monitors during any earth disturbing construction work, preservation of the
access to a traditional fish camp located south of the access, having the pathway accessible by ATV to carry elders to
the fish camp, and planning the construction period such that it does not conflict with the timing of annual fish camp. The
Nation's concerns are addressed through the design of the pathway improvements (i.e. wide tread stairs accessible by
ATVs), mitigation measures (tribal monitors, archaeologist presence) and conditions of approval (timing for work to be
completed outside of fish camp).

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
State Lands Commission
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board

