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techniques. Seismic reflection will likely not be a good option, but specific investigation 
methods will be determined with data collected during monitoring well drilling. Some 
minor ground disturbing activities will likely be needed in order to implement the 
geophysical study; however, these activities will occur in disturbed areas associated with 
NBVC Point Mugu. 

Geotechnical exploration borings will be advanced using a hollow-stem auger. Soil 
samples will be collected using the Standard Penetration Test (SPT) and Modified 
California samplers. Some borings may be completed as temporary groundwater 
monitoring wells in the shallow perched aquifer zone. Borings in undeveloped areas will 
be backfilled with bentonite grout to within about 5 feet of the ground surface. Clean soil 
or gravel will be used to complete the borings to the surface. Borings in pavement areas 
will be patched with rapid-set concrete dyed black. Excess soil and water removed from 
the borings will be containerized in 55-gallon DOT drums. The drums cannot be 
transported until the contents are tested for off-hauling and disposal. Drums will be staged 
in an area agreeable to the Navy. Test pits may be excavated and sampled for 
characterization of shallow soils. Existing utilities in the area will be marked. Traffic 
control will be provided as needed. The timing of geotechnical exploration will be between 
December 7, 2022 and May 24, 2023. 

The Project will incorporate best management practices (BMPs) designed to avoid impacts 
to sensitive natural resources in the vicinity. The BMPs include guidelines for Project 
implementation such as seasonal timing of work, delineating work and access boundaries, 
and maintaining a high level of environmental awareness through biological monitoring 
and worker environmental awareness training. 

Exempt Status: 
_ Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b )(1 ); 15268) 
_ Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)) 
_ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)) 
X Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Class 6, Section 15306 -
Information Collection 
_ Statutory Exemptions 

Reasons Why Project is Exempt: The Project is categorically exempt pursuant to 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 15306 Information 
Collection (Class 6). Section 15306 Information Collection consists of basic data 
collection, research, experimental management, and resource evaluation activities which 
do not result in a serious or major disturbance to an environmental resource. The Project 
will not result in a serious or major disturbance to an environmental resource. Therefore, 
the Information Collection exemption is applicable. 
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Under CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2, a project exempt under Class 6 that is ordinarily 
insignificant in its impact on the environment may in a particularly sensitive environment 
be significant. The District has determined that none of the exceptions to categorical 
exemption set forth in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2 would apply. 

Lead Agency Contact Person: Linda Purpus, Environmental Services Manager 
Telephone: 805-525-4431 
Email: lindap@unitedwater.org 
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