












































roads, the project may cause a significant transportation impact. 

The State CEQA Guidelines were amended to implement SB 7 43, by adding Section 
15064.3. Among its provisions, Section 15064.3 confirms that, except with respect to 
transportation projects, a project's effect on automobile delay shall not constitute a 
significant environmental impact. Therefore, LOS measures of impacts on traffic facilities 
is no longer a relevant CEQA criteria for transportation impacts. 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3(b)(4) states that "[a] lead agency has discretion to 
evaluate a project's vehicle miles traveled, including whether to express the change in 
absolute terms, per capita, per household or in any other measure. A lead agency may use 
models to estimate a project's vehicle miles traveled and may revise those estimates to 
reflect professional judgment based on substantial evidence. Any assumptions used to 
estimate used to estimate vehicle miles traveled and any revision to model outputs should 
be documented and explained in the environmental document prepared for the project. The 
standard of adequacy in Section 15151 shall apply to the analysis described in this section." 

On June 25, 2020, the City of Fresno adopted CEQA Guidelines for Vehicle Miles Traveled 
Thresholds, pursuant to Senate Bill 743 to be effective of July 1, 2020. The thresholds 
described therein are referred to herein as the City of Fresno VMT Thresholds. The City of 
Fresno VMT Thresholds document was prepared and adopted consistent with the 
requirements of CEQA Guidelines Sections 15064.3 and 15064. 7. The December 2018 
Technical Advisory on Evaluating Transportation Impacts in CEQA (Technical Advisory) 
published by the Governor's Office of Planning and Research (OPR), was utilized as a 
reference and guidance document in the preparation of the Fresno VMT Thresholds. 

The City of Fresno VMT Thresholds adopted a screening standard and criteria that can be 
used to screen out qualified projects that meet the adopted criteria from needing to prepare 
a detailed VMT analysis. 

The City of Fresno VMT Thresholds Section 3. 0 regarding Project Screening discusses a 
variety of projects that may be screened out of a VMT analysis including specific 
development and transportation projects. For development projects, conditions may exist 
that would presume that a development project has a less than significant impact. These 
may be size, location, proximity to transit, or trip-making potential. For transportation 
projects, the primary attribute to consider with transportation projects is the potential to 
increase vehicle travel, sometimes referred to as "induced travel." 

The proposed project is eligible to screen out because pursuant to the City of Fresno VMT 
Thresholds Section 3.0 (Project Screening), the following attributes presume that the 
project creates a less than significant impact: 

• The project is within 0.5 miles of a Transit Priority Area or a High-Quality Transit 
Area; and, 

• The project involves local-serving retail space of less than 50,000 square feet; and, 

• The project has a high level of affordable housing units; and, 

• The proposed mixed-use (commercial and multi-family) is located in area with low 
VMT for both residential and employment uses per the screening map provided by 
LSA based on the Fresno County Average VMT per Capita. 



The above criteria are further specified under Finding a above. 

Noise 

The project is a new mixed-use building that will incorporate ground-floor live-work units 
and above-ground multi-family dwelling units. The site is adjacent on one side (not 
separated by a street) to single-family and multi-family uses. 

Noise generated by the project would be minimal towards North Glenn and West Shaw 
Avenues because the entirety of public communal areas (outside of. the proposed transit 
station along West Shaw Avenue) are proposed in the interior of the project site where a 
four- and five-story I-shaped building along the majority of those street frontages, and a 
required six-foot masonry block wall along the rear property, would baffle exterior noise 
excluded from the front and side of the proposed project. The private communal open roof 
space on top of the fourth floor along the North Glenn A venue frontage would create noise 
from residents that would essentially travel above the majority of single-family residents in 
the immediate vicinity. 

In any case, the project is conditioned to comply with all applicable noise standards of the 
Citywide Development Code. 

Air Quality 

The project is conditioned to comply with any applicable regulations and conditions from 
the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District provided on October 28, 2021 and the 
project is subject to review by the agency in regard to air quality during construction and 
operation. The project as described will not occur at a scale or scope with potential to 
contribute substantially or cumulatively to existing or projected air quality violations or 
impacts. 

Water Quality 

Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control (FMFCD) provided comments on October 19, 2021, 
which stated that conveyance should be directed towards the southeast (North Glenn 
Avenue) and northeast (West Shaw Avenue) areas of the property onto permanent 
drainage facilities. On-site grading will be reviewed by the City of Fresno Building Division 
and FMFCD for compliance with storm water conveyance and pollution prevention. 

The applicant will be required to comply with all requirements of the City of Fresno 
Department of Public Utilities memorandum dated October 19, 2021 that will reduce the 
project's water impacts to less than significant. When Development Permits are issued, the 
subject site will be required to pay drainage fees pursuant to the Drainage Fee Ordinance. 

Therefore, compliance with conditions of approval dated June 24, 2022 will ensure that the 
proposed project will not result in any significant effects relating to traffic, noise, air quality, 
and water quality. 

e) The site can be adequately served by all required utilities and public services. 

The project has been routed to various utilities and public service providers which have 
provided project conditions for development of the project. The site has been reviewed and 



e.,io2-2-t O o oo \\0 s 
conditioned by the Fresno Irrigation District, Fresno Metropolitan Flood Control District, 
Fresno County Environmental Health Division, City of Fresno Public Works Department, 
City of Fresno Public Utilities Department, and the City of Fresno Fire Department. 

In addition, given the surrounding properties and neighborhoods have been substantially 
developed and utilities and public services already exist in the area, the site can be 
adequately served by all required utilities, including sewer, water, and solid waste, as well 
as public services. 

None of the exceptions to Categorical Exemptions set forth in the CEQA Guidelines, Section 
15300.2 apply to the project. Furthermore, the proposed project is not expected to have a 
significant effect on the environment. A categorical exemption, as noted above, has been 
prepared for the project and the area is not environmentally sensitive. 
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