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SCH #:
Project Title: Svendsen’s Bay Marine West Yard
Lead Agency: City of Richmond
Contact Name: Jonelyn Whales
Email: Jonelyn_whales@ci.richmond.ca.us
Project Location: 320 West Cutting Boulevard Richmond, CA
City

Phone Number: (510) 620-6785
Contra Costa County
County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
Svendsen’s Bay Marine, Inc., the project applicant, currently operates a boat yard on a 3.96-acre parcel located at the
northern end of Santa Fe Channel, on the City of Richmond’s southern shoreline along San Francisco Bay. This boat
yard is associated with a marina that has occupied the site since the 1950s. The project site includes a small basin, or
finger channel, extending from the larger Santa Fe Channel. The boat yard functions in conjunction with an existing boat
repair yard operated by Svendsen’s Bay Marine on the adjacent parcel to the east, at 310 Cutting Boulevard.The boat
yard is primarily dedicated to boat repair and maintenance, and includes a boat repair building and paved areas for mast
repair and storage of marine equipment, boat trailers, storage The proposed project would consist almost exclusively of
removal of the existing floating docks and associated creosote-treated wood pilings, as well as a wharf extending along
the east side of the finger channel, and their replacement with new aluminum or wood floats. The new docks would be
smaller than the facilities that existed in 2004, when a sizable amount of then-existing floats were removed, and
marginally smaller than the remaining facilities still extant today.
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Both harbor seals (Phoca vitulina) and California sea lions (Zalophus californianus) are common in San Francisco Bay
and are protected by the Marine Mammal Protection Act. Waterbirds, including a variety of sea ducks, grebes, gulls,
terns, and other birds, are common throughout the San Francisco Bay estuary. There is no evidence that the project
area supports haul-out sites for either pinniped species or supports large numbers of waterbirds. Given the disturbance
associated with the Richmond waterfront and the low-quality aquatic habitat present in the project area, the number of
individuals of these species that may occur in the project vicinity, and the frequency of their occurrence, are low. If an
individual harbor seal or California sea lion, or small groups of waterbirds, were to occur in the project area when
construction occurs, noise and underwater vibrations could disturb these animals, causing them to move away from the
disturbance. However, such animals occurring in the project vicinity are a) likely to be highly familiar with and
undisturbed by the sights and sounds of construction activity by virtue of the frequency of these activities in the
Richmond Harbor area, and b) able to avoid or modulate their exposure to such activities by moving out of the area. As a
result, there is no expectation that noise levels would injure marine mammals or result in the loss of use of
extensive/important aquatic habitat. Because the new docks would support approximately the same number of boats as
the existing site conditions, the project would not result in an increase in boat traffic from the marina that might disturb
aquatic species in the Bay, including marine mammals and waterbirds.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

To the extent feasible, all pilings shall be removedand installed with vibratory pile drivers only. Vibratory pile driving will
be conducted following the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ (USACE’s) Proposed Procedures for Permitting Projects
that will Not Adversely Affect Selected Listed Species in California. At the least, a vibratory hammer will be used to start
pile driving.and installed with vibratory pile drivers only. Vibratory pile driving will be conducted following the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers’ (USACE’s) Proposed Procedures for Permitting Projects that will Not Adversely Affect Selected
Listed Species inCalifornia. At the least, a vibratory hammer will be used to start pile driving.？ An impact pile driver will
only be used where necessary to complete installation of larger pilings in accordance with seismic safety or other
engineering criteria. If an impact hammer must be used, sound attenuation measures and a Sound Attenuation
Monitoring Plan shall be prepared and implemented to reduce the level of elevated sound pressure levelsduring pile
driving to minimize their effects on fish (Oestman et al. 2009, Buehler et al. 2015). The purpose of the plan will be to limit
the intensity of impact hammer pile-driving sound in the marine environment. The plan shall provide detail on the sound
attenuation system, detail methods used to monitor and verify sound levels during pile driving activities, and describe
management practices to be taken to reduce impact hammer pile-driving sound in the marine environment. The plan
shall include, but not be limited to, the following measures: 1) The hammer shall be cushioned using a 12-inch-thick
wood cushion block during all impact hammer pile driving operations. 2) A "soft start" technique shall be employed to
give fish and other aquatic species an opportunity to move out of the area before full-powered impact pile driving begins.
This technique shall be used upon initiation of pile driving or when there is a downtime of 30 minutes or more without pile
driving (Buehler et al. 2015).

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)

