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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2022080216
	Project Title: Pulse Flows Component of the Water Storage Investment Program (WSIP) Groundwater Projects
	Lead Agency: California Department of Water Resources (Responsible Agency)
	Contact Name: Marianne Kirkland
	Email: Marianne.Kirkland@water.ca.gov
	Phone Number: 916-661-2515
	Project Location: Various
	Project Description: The Pulse Flows Component is defined by the following DWR actions: (1) Release of the pulse flows from Lake Oroville into the Low Flow Channel of the Feather River, with the goal of improving habitat conditions for listed salmonids, as well as improving spawning and migration conditions for other listed and non-listed native fish species. (2) Implementation of the WSIP Operational Exchange Process that develops water used for pulse flow releases. (3) Diversion and conveyance of water to Kern Fan and Willow Springs that would be stored, in part, for ecosystem benefit. Implementation of the Pulse Flows Component would not require construction of any new facilities in addition to those previously analyzed in the three WSIP Groundwater Projects’ EIRs. Existing facilities would be used, with operations modified to support the pulse flow releases. The Pulse Flows Component study area analyzed in this Draft SEIR extends approximately 575 miles from Lake Oroville in Northern California to the WSIP Groundwater Projects in the San Joaquin Valley and Southern California. 

	Project's Effects: The Draft SEIR identifies less-than-significant impacts on hydrology and water quality, aquatic biological resources, terrestrial biological resources, cultural resources, energy and greenhouse gas emissions, recreation, geology and soils, and agriculture and forestry resources. The Draft SEIR identifies potentially significant impacts on tribal cultural resources that would be reduced to a less-than-significant level with implementation of mitigation measures related to the handling of unanticipated discovery of such resources.
	Areas of Controversy: In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Sections 15063 and 15082, the lead agencies prepared and published a Notice of Preparation (NOP) of an SEIR on August 10, 2022 (SCH No. 2022080216). To solicit comments on the Pulse Flows Component, DWR circulated the NOP to the public and to the federal, State, and local agencies and other interested parties through the State Clearinghouse. DWR also published the NOP in the Oroville Mercury Register on August 13, 2022; in the Sacramento Bee on August 15, 2022; and in the Los Angeles Times on August 12, 2022. The public comment period for the NOP closed on September 9, 2022. In addition to the public and agency comment period, a virtual public scoping meeting was held via remote teleconference on the Zoom platform on August 22, 2022, at 4:00 p.m.

Concerns raised in response to the NOP and oral comments received at the scoping meeting were considered during the preparation of this Draft SEIR, including comments related to: water rights, flows, or water quality; water supply/deliveries and SWP finances; and the project's effects on reach-specific survival in areas with high infectivity rate by in-river pathogens like Ceratomyxa shasta. 

	List of Agencies: California Department of Water Resources (preparer of Draft SEIR)
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Water Commission
State Water Resources Control Board
Rosedale-Rio Bravo Water Storage District
Irvine Ranch Water District

CEQA lead agencies for individual WSIP Groundwater Projects:
Inland Empire Utilities Agency
Groundwater Banking Joint Powers Authority
Rosamond Community Services District




