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PROJECT SCREENING

The City Guidelines provides details on appropriate “screening thresholds” that can be used to identify
when a proposed land use project is anticipated to result in a less than significant impact. City Guidelines
list the screening thresholds in the following three steps:

Step 1: Transit Priority Area (TPA) Screening

Step 2: Low VMT Area Screening

Step 3: Project Type Screening

A land use project need only to meet one of the above screening thresholds to result in a less than
significant impact.

STEP 1: TPA SCREENING

Consistent with City Guidelines, projects located within a Transit Priority Area (TPA) (i.e., within % mile
of an existing “major transit stop”?! or an existing stop along a “high-quality transit corridor”2) may be
presumed to have a less than significant impact absent substantial evidence to the contrary. However,
the presumption may not be appropriate if a project:

e Has a Floor Area Ratio (FAR) of less than 0.75;

* Includes more parking for use by residents, customers, or employees of the project than required by the
jurisdiction (if the jurisdiction requires the project to supply parking);

e Isinconsistent with the applicable Sustainable Communities Strategy (as determined by the lead agency,
with input from the Metropolitan Planning Organization); or

e Replaces affordable residential units with a smaller number of moderate- or high-income residential units.

The Project site is not located within % mile of an existing major transit stop, or along a high-quality
transit corridor. (See Attachment A)

The TPA screening criteria is not met.

STEP 2: Low VMT AREA SCREENING

As noted in the City Guidelines, residential and office projects located within a low VMT-generating area
may be presumed to have a less than significant impact absent substantial evidence to the contrary. Low
VMT Area screening process has been conducted with using the Western Riverside Council of
Governments (WRCOG) VMT Screening Tool (Screening Tool), which uses screening criteria consistent
with the screening thresholds recommended in the City Guidelines. The Screening Tool uses the sub-

1 Pub. Resources Code, § 21064.3 (““Major transit stop’ means a site containing an existing rail transit station, a ferry
terminal served by either a bus or rail transit service, or the intersection of two or more major bus routes with a frequency
of service interval of 15 minutes or less during the morning and afternoon peak commute periods.”).

2 Pub. Resources Code, § 21155 (“For purposes of this section, a high-quality transit corridor means a corridor with fixed
route bus service with service intervals no longer than 15 minutes during peak commute hours.”).
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