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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.
SCH #:
Project Title: 31796 Coast Highway-- Fire Station No. 4 Relocation Project
Lead Agency: City of Laguna Beach
Contact Name:
Email:

Ken Domer

kdomer@lagunabeachcity.net

Phone Number:

(949) 497-0754

Project Location: Laguna Beach, Orange County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The City of Laguna Beach’s (City) Administrative Policy Manual, Chapter Five, General Policy 5-17, provides procedures
for the City to follow in the acquisition of real property for City use/ownership, etc. In part, Section 5 Environmental
Review notes that acquisition of real property by a public agency is a “project” within the meaning of the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and may be subject to certain exemptions. Further, the policy advises that the
Community Development Department should be consulted to ensure that the appropriate environmental review is
conducted and that any necessary environmental documentation is completed prior to a decision to acquire the parcel.
Therefore, this environmental document is being prepared to consider the City’s potential acquisition of the real property
located at 31786 and 31796 Coast Highway. The analysis considers the acquisition of the project site for construction of
a replacement fire station for the nearby Fire Station No. 4. The replacement fire station would include living quarters,
three apparatus bays, and an exterior public restroom within an approximately 9,250 sf, two-story (26 feet including roof)
building. A surface parking lot would provide 10 parking spaces. The station would include two driveways, one on Coast
Highway and one on 5th Avenue. The Coast Highway driveway would provide employee vehicle ingress and egress
(right turn only egress) and fire engine and , paramedic truck ingress. Fire engines and paramedic trucks would exit the
site via the 5th Avenue driveway. Fire station priority signal lighting would be added on Coast Highway.
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Aesthetics- construction activities could produce temporary aesthetic impacts. MM AES-1 would require perimeter
screening of construction and staging areas to shield public views.
Biological Resources- The project would include removal of existing landscaping, which could impact nesting birds
protected under the MBTA if any are present. MM BIO-1 would require a pre-construction nesting bird survey if
construction is to occur during the nesting season, and the protection of any nests found to be present.
Cultural Resources- Project construction could potentially disturb previously undiscovered archaeological resources. MM
CR-1 and CR-2 would require monitoring during ground disturbing activities by a qualified archaeologist and Native
American monitor and provide requirements for the treatment of any cultural resources encountered during construction.
Geology- Project construction could potentially damage previously undiscovered paleontological resources. MM GEO-1
would require the implementation of a paleontological resources mitigation and monitoring program, which would provide
for monitoring during ground disturbing construction activities and the proper treatment of any fossils uncovered.
Hazards- Demolition of the existing structure on site could result in impacts to construction workers and the public due to
the potential presence of asbestos and lead-based paint in the building. MM HAZ-1 would require the proper handling
and disposal of any potentially hazardous building materials in accordance with OSHA, SCAQMD, and federal
regulations.
Noise- project construction could potentially result in noise impacts at the building located to the north of the project site.
MM NOI-1 would require the use of noise blankets and acoustical studies to ensure that construction noise does not
exceed the applicable thresholds at the building to the north of the project site.
Tribal Cultural Resources- Project construction could potentially disturb previously undiscovered tribal cultural resources.
MM TCR-1 and TCR-2 would require monitoring during ground disturbing activities by a Native American monitor and
provide requirements for the treatment of any tribal cultural resources encountered during construction.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

No known areas of controversy

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
N/A

