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MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Pursuant to: Division 13, California Public Resources Code
SCH Number: 2022090418

Project Description

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrgareposedo widen the shoulders and
improve fish passage on State Route 36 in Humboldt Cofroty,PostMiles 3.90 to 6.00
west of Carlotta, @lifornia.

Determination

This Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND$ included to give notice toterested agencies

and the public that iMNDiosthispejed Ths dogsonoti nt ent t
mean that Caltransd deci BiusMdNDisrsebpato changegy t he p
based on comments received by interested agendehapublic.

Caltrans has prepared an Initial Study for this pragect following public review,has
determine from this study that thproposedroject would not have a significant impact on
the environment for the following reasons:

The project wald haveNo Effecton:

1 Air Quality 1 Population and Housing

1 Cultural Resources 1 Public Services

1 Energy 1 Recreation

1 Geology and Soils 1 Transportation

1 Hazards and Hazardous Materials 7 Tribal Cultural Resources

1 Land Use andPlanning 7 Utilities and Service Systems
1 Mineral Resources 1 Wildfire

1 Noise

The project would havkessthan SgnificantImpactso:

Aesthetics
Agriculture and Forest Resources

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

== =4 =4 2

Hydrology and Water Quality
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

1.1 Project History

The Carlotta Shoulder Widening Projeptdjec) was initiated in response to a traffic
investigation report. The collision data determined that the segment of State Route (SR) 36
from post miles (PMs) 3.0 to 6.0 experienced 31 total collisions between January 1, 2013
and December 31, 2017. Severaliies and 16 injuries resulted from these documented
collisions.

A public meeting was held on September 28, 20&th attendees in person at Cuddeback
Elementary and online via video streamirlg addition, there have been @ite meetigs

and emaiinteractions between project delivery staff and property owners to address
concerns about hydrological issues, safety, and project improvement impacts to individual
landowners. Responses to public comments received during circulation of the Draft
Environnental Document are available in Appendix G of this document.

The Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is the lead agency under the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA

1.2  Project Description

The California Department of Transportation (Caid)aproposes a project on State Route 36
(SR 36), between post miles (PMs)Bahd 6.0 (Figures 1 and 3, nearthe community of
Carlotta in Humboldt County, Californial he proposed project would widen the shoulders
of SR 36 in severalarrow areas, extend the westbound passing and climbing lane, build a
bridge with wide shoulders over Ward Creek, and construct an eastbound maintenance
turnout. New shoulder and centedisinusoidal rumble strips are propos&lardrail

would be added or updated as needed.

Primary safety fetures for thigrojectinclude extending the westbound passing and
climbing lane, shoulder widergnand constructing an eastbound turndtie new bridge

over Ward Creek would have -f@ot-wide shoulders in addition to three ladetvo

westbound and onastbound Existing Metal Beam Guardrail (MBGR) would be replaced
with Midwest Guardrail System (MGS). New segments of MGS are proposed over Barber
Creek, along the westbound passing lane extension, and adjacent to WilsonL@stkgk.

the location ofn existingeasboundradar feedback sigfat PM 5.90would be moved
approximately 0.05 mile weso PM 5.85
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

Project Objective

Purpose

The purpose of this project is to re@ute frequency and severity of collisions.

Need

This segment of highway experiences a higher rate of collisions than the statewide average.
Some of the collisions have resulted in injuries or fatalities.

Existing Condlition

State Route86 is the primary &stwest lifeline corridor connecting coastal Humboldt County
along U.S. Highway 101 (8. 101) to inland rural communities scattered throughout Shasta,
Trinity, Tehama, Lassen, and Plumas counties, the town of Susanville, as well as-through
traffic or visitors along the route. This section of SR 36 also serves the community of
Carlotta as adcilitator of local commerce and transporter of resources in and out of the
region.

Right of way width varies between 30 and 100 feet from the existing centerline of the route.
Privateandstate wned f encing runs al ong projealimitsout ed s
A 205-foot-wide timber pile and lagging wall, located near Barber Creek at approximately

PM 3.99, was constructed in 1982 to contain the roadway fill prism.

Several utilities, such as electrical, gas, communications, and a water mdiw;texisthe
project limits as shown on project layouts in Appendix A.

Within the project limits are 10 culverts, two segments of MBGR, and one radar feedback
sign inthe eastbound direction. The route crosses four named watercourses: Barber, Ward,
Wilson, and Yager creeks.

There are eight curves through the project length, some of which provide insufficient sight
distance, in addition to varied shoulder widths, wlaokless than one foot in some locations
within the project footprint. Most of the roadwaly is flexible pageairin fair condition.

There is a westbound passing lane between PM 4.15 and PM 4.31.

Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration 4
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

Proposed Project

Structures

Structural features for the project include replacing-fob@wide x 60foot-long culvert

with a single span bridge at Ward Creek (PM 4.39&lifornia Senate Bill No. 857 (SB 857)
requires projects be constructed without presenting barriers to fish passage. The new bridge
would ensure the primary safety features of the project can be constructed in compliance with
SB 857.

The purpose of #aproposed new Ward Creek Bridge would be to accommodate a widened
highway that would include the westbound passing lane extension and shoulder widening
and would eliminate barriers to fish passadée proposed bridge would be 60 feet wide
with a span D45 feet.

This bridge would accommodate threefb@t-wide lanes (eastbound, westbound, and
westbound passing), two f0ot-wide shoulders, and would include a vehicular and bicycle
bridge rail. The most likely type of bridge deck would be agast/pe-stressed concrete

slab with a depth of 1 foot 9 inches. The bridge type would be determined during the final
design phase. Pile driving would likely be required to install the newgsteabutments.

The corner sight distance at Fisher Road is exddaotbee improved with the proposed
eastbound shoulder widening, grading, and clearing and grubbing activities. This is the
beginning of the shoulder widening for the project, which would extend eastward to PM 6.0.
Additional grading, clearing, and gruloigi to improve the sight distance at this intersection
would be incorporated into the project.

Realignment, Road Surface, and Right of Way

A slight improvement to the curve radius and superelevation would occur at the Ward Creek
curve approximately locatdzetween PM 4.32 and PM 4.60, which would shift the centerline
approximately seven feet to the north. Upon completion of construction, the extended
westbound passing lanecated between PM 4.31 and PM 4.%@uld be 12 feet wide and

3,700 feet long.

A minor highway realignment is proposed between PM 5.60 and PM 5.96, with a maximum

offset of 6.1 feet from the existing centerline. At this location, the adjacent roadside consists

of a small area of unpaved shoulder. The existing alignment also inctutesifves, two

of which make up a compound curve (also calll
would include three curves, eliminating the existing compound curve. A new eastbound

Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration 5
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

turnout is proposed near PM 5.61. The proposed turnout would Heetdbng by 15 feet
wide.

The existingeasboundradar speed feedback sign located at PM 5.90 is proposed to be

removed. A new radar feedback sign would be installed at PM 5.85 in conjunction with the
existing 45 mile per hour (mph) sign at the begigrohthe speed zone at PM 5.85. A

maintenance vehicle pullout to service the sign would be included in the final project design.
Additionally, in cooperation with the Humbol
signage would be included in this peoj (Humboldt County Association of Governments

[HCAOG] 2018).

On existingroute segments where structuvesuld not be constructed, a 0. Xdot-thick

pavement overlay of hot mix asphalt would be placed from edge of pavement to edge of
pavement. The fullvidth overlay would provide a clean surface for the new pavement
markings, construction of proper slopes, and ensure the hydraulic characteristics are the same
over the pavement surface.

Right-of-way acquisition for this project would be approximat248 acres. Approximately
10temporary construction easemefasa total 0f0.92acrewould also be required.

Hydraulics and Environmental
Hydraulic components of the project would include:

1 remove driveway crossulvertand replacevith a24-inch-diameterculvert
(approximately PM 4.8

1 remove an existingtructural plate pipe arch culvefi-foot 10inch-tall with a length
of 60feet and a width o10-foot 8incheg and replace with a new Ward Creek single
span bridg€PM 4.39)

1 install a new headwall anctend existing culvert at approximately PM 4.60

1 replace a double barrel 2dch-diameter corrugated metal pipe culverkind
(PM 5.29)

1 extend the existing 2ihch culvert at PM 5.60

1 remove an existing X®ch-diameterconcrete culvert and replace with aigddh-
diameterAlternative Pipe CulverfAPC) (PM 5.90)

Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration 6
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

The new bridge at Ward Creek (at PM 4.39) would include features to improve wildlife
passage under the highwayhe project would also include-stream restotan work for

fish passage in Ward Creek. The proposed stream channel restoration work at Ward Creek
would extend amstimated 50 feet upstream and 160 feet downstoddine new bridge.

Additionally, an old bridge, located approximately 100 feet doneast of the current

alignment, was relinquished to a private property owner prit®7Q This bridge would be
demolished and removed. The creek area would be recontoured and revegetated to reduce
erosion, and to enhance riparian and aquatic habitat.

Tree removal would occur at several locations within the project limits:

1 Tree removal is proposed along the corridor between Fisher Road and SR 36.
Approximately 2 small redwood treesanging from 0.4 feet to 2.5 feBBH, with
an approximate area 6f28 acre,would be removethetween PM4.15 and 4.8.
There are noedwoods with a DBH greater than 3e@tproposed for removait this
location All trees proposed for removal are immediately adjacent to the highway.

1 Two redwood trees greater thafeet diameter at breast height (DBH) would be
removedfrom the northwest bank of Ward Creek to accommodate the facility
widening and new bridge. An additional six redwood trees uditeat DBH, five
big leaf maples, and three alder trees would be removed south of SR 36 at Ward
Creek to accommodate the old bridge removal.

1 Approximately 22 black cottonwood tre@sith a DBH ranging from 0.8' to 4.0")
accounting for approximately 0.0¢rea, would be removed from the south side of SR
36 between PMI5.60 and 5.9. Updated tree removat this location alsecludes a
big leaf maple, an aldeanda willow.

Equipment List
The following equipment would typically be used in constructiothefproject:

Excavator

Pile driving rig

Crane with driving attachment
Backhoe

Frontend loader

= =4 =4 4 -4 -

Air compressor (jack hammer)
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

1 Vibratory compactor

No-Build Alternative

The NoBuild Alternative would maintain the facility in its current condition and would not
meet the purpose and need of the projéct. each potential impact area discussed in
Chapter 2, the N@uild Alternative has been determined to have no impact. Under the No
Build Alternative, no alterations to the existing conditions would oaodthe proposed
improvementsvould notbe implemented.

Alternatives Considered but Eliminated from Further Consideration

A ValueAnalysis (VA) study was conducted in April 20@2altransand Value Management
Strategies [WIS] 20229. The VA team identified seven alternatives for cost and schedule
savingyTable 1)and recommendefi/e strategies be considered for adoptjdable2).
TheProjectDevelopmeniTeam (PDT) discussed the recommended improvenagilts
identifiedthe preferedstratedes, with modifications

Table 1.  Alternatives Developed During Value Analysis

Alternative Number and Description Initial Cost Difference Change in Schedule

1.1 Construct a precast open-bottom arch
structure, e.g. Contech
(instead of precast/prestressed voided | $3,210,000 savings 4-month reduction
slab bridge with cast-in-place abutments
and wingwalls)

1.2 Install two precast concrete box culverts
(instead of precast/prestressed voided $2,650,000 savings
slab bridge with cast-in-place abutments| =~
and wingwalls)

1.3 Construct a voided slab bridge with all
precast structural elements
(instead of precast/prestressed voided | $630,000 savings 1-month reduction
slab bridge with cast-in-place abutments
and wingwalls)

2.0 Construct 4-foot-wide shoulders (instead
of 6-foot-wide shoulders)

4-month reduction

$320,000 savings No change

3.0 Use metal-beam guardrail retaining walls
to increase shoulder width

4.0 Widen shoulder to provide two
maintenance vehicle pullouts and one $120,000 increase No change
school bus stop in Carlotta

$10,000 increase No change

5.0 Combine signs/striping/markings with

plant installation during construction. $150,000 0.5-month reduction

Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration 8
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

The project would incorporate two new strategies as a result of the Value Analysis.
1 Alternative 1.3: The bridge, abutments, and wingwalls would all be precast

1 Alternative 40: One vehicle turnout would be added to the project. This alteenati
wasmodified because the VA team was unaware of the turnout already in the scope.
In addition, the location for a school bus stop was not within the project limits. The
bus stop would be considered in another project.

Five strategies were eliminatewin consideration.

1 Alternative 1.1: Thé°DT concurred that this alternative would be difficult to adopt
due to the project schedule. Caltrans has only approved proprietary structuyes (e.g.
Contech) for less than 20 feet in length, and the special approval time would exceed
the project delivery $edule.

1 Alternative 1.2The PDT concluded that this alternative may not rate as favorably for
fish passage as other alternatives. This option could also present debris catchment
issues.

1 Alternative 2.0: The PDT decided that this exception to designatdsavould likely
not be granted because it would not support the safety components of the project.

1 Alternative 3.0: The PDT determined that rail element walls would not be approved
for a shoulder widening project.

1 Alternative 5.0: The PDT determined thiis alternative would not be practical
becausehe two tasks would be completed by two separate contractors.

The PDT6s recommendations were sent to Execu
2022 and the strategies were approved on August 5, gD&dle 2) The total cost savings
would be $510,000 and would reduce the project schedule by one month.
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

Table 2. Summary of Value Analysis Strategies

Strategy Description Initial Cost Savings Change in Schedule
Recommended Strategy :
Alternatives 1.1, 2.0, 3.0, 4.0, and 5.0 $3,500,000 4.5-month reduction
Approved Strategy $ 510,000 1 -month reduction

Alternatives 1.3 and 4.0, with modifications

General Plan Description, Zoning, and Surrounding Land Uses

The proposedroject islocatedin a rural area of Humboldt Countgpproximately 3.9 miles
east of U.S. 101 This portion ofSR36 ischaracterizedby agricultural land, residential
parcels, streams, and riparian vegetatibargescaletimber harvest occaron private land
north and souttof the project are@County of Humboldt 2017a)

The projectwvould be within théboundaries of thdesignatedCarlotta Hydesville
CommunityArea Planalso known as the Inland Community P(@ounty of Humboldt
2017b). The Area Plaand the Web GIS Portal nateveral land uses within the project
footprint:

1 Resource Production

0 Agriculture Exclusive (AE)
Residential Low Density (RL)
Residential Estates (RE5-5)
Mixed Use (MU)
Commercial (G)
Industrial (IG)

O O O O O

1.3  Permits and Approvals Needed

The followingtable indicates the permitting agency, permits/approgals status of permits
required forthe project.
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

Table 3.  Permits/Approvals and Status

Agency Permit/Approval Status
California Department of 1602 Lake or Streambed Application to be submitted after
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) | Alteration Agreement Final Environmental Document
North Coast Regional Water L .
Quality Control Board 401 Certification Application to be submitted after

(NCRWQCB) Final Environmental Document

U.S. Army Corps of Application to be submitted after

404 Notification

Engineers (USACE) Final Environmental Document
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Programmatic Letter of Concurrence received on January
Service (USFWS) Concurrence 5, 2022

National Marine Fisheries | Section 7 Formal Consultation Biological Opinion was signed on
Service (NMFS) and Biological Opinion March 24, 2023.

United States Department
of Agriculture

Concurrence received on February

No Effect on Prime Agriculture 17, 2022

North Coast Unified Air National Emission Standards for e . .
. - Notification to be included in
Quality Management Hazardous Air Pollutants o
S N specification package
District Notification

1.4  Standard Measures and Best Management Practices
Included in All Alternatives

Under CEQA, Amitigationo is defined as

eliminating, anccompensating for an impact. In contrast, Standard Measures and Best

avoi

Management Practices (BMPs) are prescriptive and sufficiently standardized to be generally

applicable, and do not require special tailoring for a project.sé@dre measures that

typicaly result from laws, permits, agreements, guidelines, resource managemeutnplans
resource agency directives and policies,

d

pr e

similar projects.For this reason, the measures and practices are not congideredt i gat i ono
under CEQA, rather, they are included as part of the project description in environmental

documents.

The following section provides a list of project features, standard practices (measures), and

Best Management Practices (BMPs) that are ireduas part of the project descriptiofs

these measures and practices do not qualify as project mitigation, the effects of the project

are analyzed with these measures in plaagy projectspecific avoidance, minimization, or

mitigation measures thatould be applied to reduce the effects of project impacts are listed

in Chapter2.40 Biological Resources
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

Standard measures relevant to the protection of natural resources deemed applicable to the
proposed project include

Aesthetics Resources

AR-1: Aesthetic treatment to bridges/guardrails/retaining walls wdaddncluded, such
as tribal patterns, to address context sensitivity

AR-2: Temporary access roads, construction easements, and staging areas that were
previously vegetated would Ibestored to a natural contour and revegetated with
regionallyappropriate native vegetation.

AR-3: Where feasible, guardrail terminals would be buried; otherwise, an appropriate
terminal system would be used, if appropriate.

AR-4: Where feasible, construeh lighting would be limited to within the area of work.

AR-5: Where feasible, the removal of established trees and vegetation would be
minimized Temporary High Visibility Fencing (THVRyvould beinstalledin
environmentally sensitive arebsfore starbf construction to demarcate areas
where vegetation would be preserved and root systems of trees protected.

Biological Resources

BR-1: General

Before start of work, as required by pe
bi ol ognivsitr oonGroeBnsttarlu ct i @hw oLuiladi snmoene t( Bwi t h t
contractor to brief them on environment
relative to each stage of the proposed
wi ndows, drilling sideentmafnya gaennde nrte, p oarntd r
species within the project areas.

1 Given a project is only proposed until a contract is awarded, in environmental documents (including technical
studies) Awoul dod should be used instead of fAwillo.
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

BR-2: Animal Species

A. To protect migratory and nongame birds (occupied nests and eggs), if
possible, vegetation removal would be limited to the period outside of the bird
breeding season (rewa would occur between September 16 and January
31). If vegetation removal is required during the breeding season, a nesting
bird survey would be conducted by a qualified biologist within one week prior
to vegetation removal. If an active nest is lodatbe biologist would
coordinate with CDFW to establish appropriate spespesific buffer(s) and
any monitoring requirements. The buffer would be delineated around each
active nest and construction activities would be excluded from these areas
until birds have fledged, or the nest is determined to be unoccupied.

B. A Bird Exclusion Plan would be prepared by a qualified biologist prior to
construction. Exclusion devices would be designed so they would not trap or
entangle birds or bats. Exclusion deviessild be installed outside of the
breeding season (September 16 through January 31) to eliminate the re
occupancy of existing structures by migratory bird species that may attempt to
nest on the structure during construction. On structures or partaciiistr
where it is not feasible to install bird exclusion devices, partially constructed
and unoccupied nests within the construction area would be removed and
disposed of on a regular basis throughout the breeding season (February 1
through September 15ith biologist discretion) to prevent their occupation.
Nest removal would be repeated weekly under guidance of a qualified
biologist to ensure nests are inactive prior to removal.

C. Preconstruction surveys for active raptor nests within-qunarter mile 6the
construction area would be conducted by a qualified biologist within one
week prior to initiation of construction activities. Areas to be surveyed would
be limited to those areas subject to increased disturbance because of
construction activities (., areas where existing traffic or human activity is
greater than or equal to constructimtated disturbance need not be
surveyed). If any active raptor nests are identified, appropriate conservation
measures (as determined by a qualified biologist)ld/be implemented.

These measures may include, but are not limited to, establishing a
constructiorfree buffer zone around the active nest site, biological monitoring
of the active nest site, and delaying construction activities near the active nest
site until the young have fledged
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

D. A Bat Exclusion Plan would be prepared by a qualified biologist prior to
construction. Exclusion devices would be designed so they would not trap or
entangle bats or birds. TBat ExclusionPlan would include guidelinesif
appropriate date of exclusion and temperature parameters based on bridge
type, geographic location, and species present. At the direction of a qualified
biologist, exclusion devices would be installed after the maternity season but
before hibernationlf overlapping resources are present (e.g., nesting birds),
coordination between the Bat Exclusion Plan and any other relevant plans
would occur. Measures would be monitored by a qualified biologist.

E. To prevent attracting corvids (birds of tBervidaefamily which include
jays, crows, and ravens), no trash or foodstuffs would be left or storgiteon
All trash would be deposited in a secure container daily and disposed of at an
approved waste facility at least once a week. Alsegitenworkers wold not
attempt to attract or feed any wildlife.

F. Hydroacoustic monitoring would occur during activities such as impact pile
driving, hoe rammingor jackhammering which could potentially produce
impulsive sound waves that may affect listed fish specieslrddgoustic
monitoring would comply with the terms and conditions of federal and state
Endangered Species Act consultations.

The Hydroacoustic Monitoring Plan would describe the monitoring
methodology, frequency of monitoring, positions that hydrophonesdnae
deployed, techniques for gathering and analyzing data, quality control
measures, and reporting protocols.

To reduce potential hydroacoustic impacts to anadromous species due to
impact pile driving, a soundttenuation system may be implementéte

sound attenuation system would be used for piles installed in water by impact
hammer. If the sound attenuatigrstem fails, pile drivingvould stop
immediately and not resume until the system is operational. Types of sound
attenuation system includieut are not limited to:

a) Confined bubble curtain
b) Unconfined bubble curtain
c) Isolation casings

Initial Study / Mitigated Negative Declaration 14
EA 01-0J890 Carlotta Shoulder Widening Project April 2023



Chapter 1. Proposed Project

G. A gualified biologist would monitor irstream construction activities that
could potentially impact sensitive biological recepi@s.,
amphibians/reptiles)rhe biological monitor would be present during
activities such as installation and removal of dewaterirdjy@rsion systems,
bridge demoilition, pileriving and hoeamming, and drilling for bridge
foundations to ensure adherence to permit conditionsvatar work
restrictions would be implemented.

H. An Aquatic Species Relocation Plan, or equivalent, woulprbpared by a
gualified biologist and include provisions for grenstruction surveys and the
appropriate methods or protocols to relocate any species found. If previously
unidentified threatened or endangered species are encountered or anticipated
incidental take levels are exceeded, work would either be stopped until the
species is out of the impact area, or the appropriate regulatory agency would
be contacted to establish steps to avoid or minimize potential adverse effects.
This Plan may be included @art of the Temporary Creek Diversion System
Plan identified inBR-5.

I. Artificial night lighting may be required. To reduce potential disturbance to
sensitive resources, lighting would be temporary, and diregtecifically on
the portion of the workraa actively under constructiotdse of artificial
lighting would be limited to Cal/lOSHA work area lighting requirements.

J. A Limited Operating Period would be observed, whereby adtieam work
below ordinary high water would be restricted to the pebietiveen June 15
and October 15 to protect water quality and vulnerable life stages of sensitive
fish species

K. Sinusoidal rumble strips would be installed in place of traditional rumble
strips to reduce potential auditory disturbance to sensitive animaksms
approved by District Traffic Safety.
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

BR-3:

BR-4:

Invasive Species

Invasive nomative species control would be implemented. Measures would
include:

T

Straw, straw bales, seed, mulch, or other material used for erosion control or
landscaping which would be free of noxious weed seed and propagules.

All equipment would be thoroughly cleaned of all dirt and vegetation prior to
entering the job site to prent importing invasive nenative species. Project
personnel would adhere to the latest version oCdidornia Department of
Fish and Wildlife Aquatic Invasive Species Cleaning/Decontamination
Protocol (Northern Regionjor all field gear and equipméeim contact with
water(CDFW 2016)

Plant Species and Sensitive Natural Communities

A.

Seasonally appropriate, pcenstruction surveys for sensitive plant species
would be complete¢or updatediby a qualified biologisprior to construction

in accordance withProtocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special
Status Native Plant Populations and Natural Commun(G3FW 29).

A Revegetation Plan would be prepared which would include a plant palette,
establishment period, wateringgimen, monitoring requirements, and pest
control measures. The Revegetation Plan would also address measures for
wetland and riparian areas temporarily impacted by the project.

Prior to the start of work, Temporary High Visibility Fencing (THVF) and/or
flagging would be installed around sensitive natural communities,
environmentally sensitive habitat areas, rare plant occurrences, intermittent
streams, and wetlands and other waters, where appropriate. No work would
occur within fenced/flagged areas

Where feasibl e, the structur al r-oot
di amet e+ otoneddBHI2 di rectly adjacent
within the zone would be | imited.
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

BR-5:

.When possible, excavation-fafo DBH)t s of

woul d not be conducted with mechanical

l nstead, roots would be devemnad yusi ng
excavation and sevebhadedmptbhoidsg(engt
chainsaw). Aedaromoins mwonyu!l ¢ algg pruned

clean cut s.

. After completion, all superfluous construction materials would be completely

removed from the site. The site would then be restored by regrading and
stabilizing with a hydroseed mixture of nativeesigs along with fast growing
sterile erosion control seed, as required by the Erosion Control Plan.

Wetlands and Other Waters

A. Prior to any creek diversiorhe contractor would be required to prepare and

submit a Temporary Creek Diversion SystermRtaCaltrans for approval
Depending orsite conditions, the plan may also require specifications for the
relocation of sensitive aquatic species (see also Aquatic Species Relocation
Plan inBR-2). Water generated from the diversion operations would be
pumped and discharged according to the approved plan and applicable
permits.

. In-stream work would be restricted to the period between June 15 and October

15 to protect water quality and vulnerable life stages of sensitive fish species

(see als®R-2L). Construction activities restricted to this period include any

work below the ordinary high wateConstructiormact i vi ti es perfor
the ordinary high water mark of a wat e
i mpact surfacet wabanse(ihat 6 ceswoli d ldeéead
be performed during the dry season, ty
or as weather permitsprpepartehce Rtudrhm r Waz
Poll ution Prevention Plan g@g&8WmPP), Wat
(WPCP), and/ or project permit requiren

C. SeeBR-4 for Temporary High Visibility Fencing (THVF) information
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

Cultural Resources

CR-1: If cultural materials are discovered during construction, work activity withina 60
foot radius of thaeliscovery would be stopped and the area secured until a
gualified archaeologist can assess the nature and significance of the find in
consultation with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO).

CR-2: If human remains and related items discovered on private or State land, they
would be treated in accordance with State Health and Safety G0 .
Further disturbances and activities would cease in any area or nearby area
suspected to overlie remains, and the County Coroner contdtesiiant to
California Public Resources Code (PRC)®7.98, if the remains are thought to
be Native American, the coroner would notify the Native American Heritage
Commission (NAHC) who would then notify the Most Likely Descendent
(MLD).

Human remainand related items discovered on federallyned lands would be

treated in accordance with the Native American Gr&resection and

Repatriation Act of 1990 (NAGPRA) (23 USC 3001). The procedures for dealing

with the discovery of human remains, funerabyects, or sacred objects on

federal land are described in the regulations that implement NAGPRAdS @

Federal Regulations fR) Part 10. All work in the vicinity of the discovery shall

be halted and the admini st eatifiedhg agencyo
immediately. Project activities in the vicinity of the discovery would not resume

until the federal agency complies with the 43 CFR Part 10 regulations and

provides notification to proceed

Geology, Seismic/Topography, and Paleontology

GS-1: The project would be designed to minimize slope failure, settlement, and erosion
using recommended construction techniques and Best Management Practices
(BMPs). New earthen slopes would be vegetated to reduce erosion potential.

GS-2: In the unlikely eventhat paleontological resources (fossils) are encountered, all
work within a 66foot radius of the discovery would stop, the area would be
secured, and the work would not resume until appropriate measutekere
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

GHG-1: Caltrans Standard Specification "Air Quality" requires compliance by the
contractor with all applicable laws and regulations related to air quality.

GHG-2: Compliance with Title 13 of the California Code of Regulations, which includes
restricting idlingof dieseffueled commercial motor vehicles and equipment with
gross weight ratings of greater than 10,000 pounds to no more thenutes.

GHG-3: Caltrans Standard Specification AEMiI ssi
activities adhere to the masicent emissions reduction regulations mandated by
the California Air Resource Board (CARB).

GHG-4: Use of a Transportation Management Plan (TMP) to minimize vehicle delays and
idling emissions. As part of this, construction traffic would be schedulgéd an
routed to reduce congestion and related air quality impacts caused by idling
vehicles along the highway during peak travel times.

GHG-5: Al | areas temporarily disturbed during
appropriate natiger sgpreceessur fLana swampmint
photosynthesis3hidecephaasi €80 would helop
CQemi ssions increase.

GHG-6: Pedestrian and bicycleShate3@Bawbalgd be
project. activities

Hazardous Waste and Material

HW-1: Per Caltrans requirements, the contractor(s) would prepare a ppgitic Lead
Compliance Plan (&lifornia Code of Regulations (R) Title 8, §1532.1, the
ALead in Constructiono st aleadimpaced t o r ed
soil. The plan would include protocols for environmental and personnel
monitoring, requirements for personal protective equipment, and other health and
safety protocols and procedures for the handling ofilegécted soil.

HW-2: When idenfied as containing hazardous levels of lead, traffic stripes would be
removed and disposed of in accordance with Caltrans Standard Special Provision
ARemove Yell ow Traffic Stripes and Pave
Resi dueoll{2pSP 14
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

HW-3: If treated wood waste (such as removasighpostsor guardrail) is generated
during this project, it would be disposed of in accordance with Standard
Specification ATreated Wood Waste. O

HW-4: If asbestos containing material is removed during this grafewould be
removed and disposed of in accordance with Standard Special Provision
AAsbestos Compliance Pl ano

Hydrology and Floodplain

HF-1: Existing bridge pilings would be removed3deetbelow bed of channel, which
would reduce resistance and blockage of water moving downstream in a flood
event.

Traffic and Transportation
TT-1: Pedestrian and bicycle access would be maintained during construction.

TT-2: The contractor would be requirénl schedule and conduct work to avoid
unnecessary inconvenience to the public and to maintain access to driveways,
houses, and buildings within the work zones.

TT-3: A Transportation Management Plan (TMP) would be applied to the project.

Utilities and Emer gency Services

UE-1: All emergency response agencies in the project area would be notified of the project
construction schedule and would have acceState Rout&6 throughout the
construction period.

UE-2: Caltrans would coordinate with utility provideto plan for relocation of any
utilities to ensure utility customers would be notified of potential service
disruptions before relocation.

UE-3: The project is located within thdoderateto High CAL FIRE Threat Zone. The
contractor would be required to submit a jobEite PreventionPlan as required by
CalOSHA before starting job site activities. In the event of an emergency or
wildfire, the contractor would cooperate with fire prevention authorities.
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

Water Quality and Stormwater Runoff

WQ-1: The project would comply with the Provis
Poll utant Discharge EIliminat i-OohdDW@QErtem (
as amended by subsequent orders, which b
project aedutitstumban¢te of one acre or m
Construction GenerOa0@AR@Y mi ¢ dI0Osadere@udi0onNe®

Before athiysgumohiinnWg activities, the contr
Pollution Preventi onstPrlumt i(dSWP®ePn e r(glerP &
200D DOWQ) or Water Pollution Control Pr o
i n a | and disturbance of | ess than one a
and construction waste condfaitnhme n3t aneea sdu
project construction.

The SWPPP or WPCP would identify the sou
gual ity of stormwater; include construct
to control sedi ment atmiocna |l eproolsliuotna n tasn;d ppt
construction materi astsomawatgemeBMPs ;i nadd
routine inspections and a monitoring and
BMPs would foll ow Caletdan®es$t engimt WaotnerofQ
Handbooks: Constructtoi ocno nirtoed BaMRIs rMadnuuceel
const wedtaiternd activities, materials, and

The project SWPPP or WPCP would be conti
site conmg ttitbernsc drugtiructi on phase.

Construction may require one or more of

BMPs:

T Any spills or |l eaks from construction
fluid, and grease) woul da pbpel icclaebalnee dl oucp
state, and/or feder al regul ations.

T Accumul ated stor mwater, groundwater, o
temporary containment facilities would

1T Water generated from the dewdtseintieng op
for dust contr ol and/ or tosanheinfiltra
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

T Temporary sedi ment control and soil st

T Existing vegetated areas would be main
practicabl e.

T Clearumlygi, nggr and excavation would be |
delineated on the plans, to maxi mize t

1T Vegetation reestablishment or other st
I mpl emented on di sEuobderednsGoht aokaPkRl ap

T For SWPPP projects (which are governed
NPDES permit and the Construction Gene
per mitted -rtooumd caus lyeerag as the Caltran
the corr@upordiemg sre®f these permits art
projects (which are governed according
di sturbance i s preorumidt taesd |toon go cacsu rt hyee aCr
permit is adhered to.

WQ2: The projectorwawoel golhadi pn preventi on an
consistea@lévi Cdl tthaeans Storm WaTleirs Malnamn ¢
complies with the requirements of the C
20100 DOWQ) as amended by subsequent order

The etrodesign may include one or more of

T Vegetated surfaces would feature natiyv

the seed mixture, mulch, tackifier, an
Control Pl an prepared for the project.
T Whepessible, stormwater would be direc
across vegetated sl opes, thus providin
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Chapter 1. Proposed Project

1.5 Discussion of the NEPA Categorical Exclusion

This document contains information regarding compliance with the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) and other state laws and regulatiddgparate environméal

documentation supporting@ategoricaExclusion determinatiowill be preparedn

accordance with the National Environmental Policy Atthen needed for clarity, or as

required by CEQA, this document may contain references to federal laws andlatioeg
(CEQA, for example, requires consideration of adverse effects on species identified as a
candidate, sensitive, or specsshitus species by tidational Marine Fisheries Service

(NMFS) and theUnited States Fish and Wildlife ServilgdSFWSP in other words, species
protected by th&ederal Endangered Species fEESA]).
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Chapter2 . CEQA Environmental Checklist

Environmental Factors Potentially Affected

The environmental factorsotedbelow would be potentially affeaey this project Please
see theCEQA EnvironmentalChecklist on the following pagder additional information.

Potential Impact Area Impacted: Yes / No
Aesthetics Yes
Agriculture and Forest Resources Yes
Air Quality No
Biological Resources Yes
Cultural Resources No
Energy No
Geology and Soils No
Greenhouse Gas Emissions Yes
Hazards and Hazardous Materials No
Hydrology and Water Quality Yes
Land Use and Planning No
Mineral Resources No
Noise No
Population and Housing No
Public Services No
Recreation No
Transportation No
Tribal Cultural Resources No
Utilities and Service Systems No
Wildfire No
Mandatory Findings of Significance No

The CEQAEnvironmental Gecklist identifies physical, biological, social, and economic
factors that might be affected by the proposed projectmany cases, background studies
performed in connection with the project will indicate there are no impacts to a particular
resource.A ANO IMPACTO answer in the last column of the checklist reflects this
determination.
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Chapter 2. CEQA Environmental Checklist

The wordgisignificant andfisignificanc® used throughout theEQA Environmental
Checklist areonly related to potential impacts pursuanCBQA. The questions ithe
CEQA EnvironmentalChecklist are intended to encourage the thoughtful assessment of
impacts and do not represent thresholds of significance.

Project features, which can include both design elements of the pageatll as

standardzed measures appd to all or most Caltrans proje¢sich as Best Management
Practice§BMP9 and measures included in the Standard Plans and Specifications or as
Standard Special Provisio(SSPs)Section 1.4), areconsidered to ban integrajpart of the
project anchave beerconsidered prior to any significance determinations documented in the
checklist or document.

Project Impact Analysis Under CEQA

CEQA broadly def i nitheswhdlgofanpction,twbichhas a poterdidl ford e
resulting in either alirect physical change in the environment, or a reasonably foreseeable
indirect physical change in the environme(it4 CCR § 15378)Under CEQA normallythe
baseline for environmental impact analysis consists of the existing conditions at the time the
environmental studies begailowever, it is important to choose the baseline that most

meaningfully informs decisicma k er s and the public of the pr
Where existing conditions change or fluctuate over time, and where necessanjide fhe
most accurate pictuggracticallypossibleo f t he project dés I mpacts, a

existing conditions by referencing historic conditions, or conditions expected when the
project becomes operational, or both, that are suppaitadubstantial evidenceln

addition, a lead agency may also use baselines consisting of both existing conditions and
projected future conditions that aepported byeliable projections based on substantial
evidence in the recordThe CEQA Guidelinesrequr e a fi sthealtjeetives souighto f
by the proposedlsP4m) ecto (14 CCR A

CEQA requires the identification of eapbtentiallyi si gni fi cant ef fect on
resulting from theoroject and ways to mitigate each significant effeStgnificance is

definedagsi Subst anti al or potentially substanti al
conditions within thegliLCCR&EISBANCEDAt ed by t he p
determinations are made prior to and separate from the development efiaritigpeasures

for the project.
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Chapter 2. CEQA Environmental Checklist

The | egal standard for determining the signi
can be made that a gfes ulns tpahrnytsiialal a dcvbeerids & | comas
argument must be backed by substantial evidence including facts, reasonable assumption
predicated upon fact, or expert opinion supported by faGsnerally, an environmental

professional with specific training imareaof environmental reviewan make this

determination.

Though not required, CEQA suggests Lead Agencies adopt thresholds of significance, which
define the level of effect above which the Lead Agency will consider impacts to be

significant, and below which it will consider impattsbe less than significanGiven the

size of California and itodos varied, diverse,
encompasses the entire State, developing thresholds of significansmtewade basis has

not been pursued by CaltranRather, to ensure each resource is evaluated objectively,

Caltrans analyzes potential resource imparctee project arebased on their location and

the effect of the potential impact on the resource as a wkoleexample, if a project has

the potentl to impact 0.10 acre of wetland in a watershed that has minimal development and
contains thousands of acres of wetland, t hen
considered appropriatén comparison, if 0.10 acre of wetland would be impad¢hat is

located within a park in a city that only has 1.00 acre of total wetland, then the 0.10 acre of

wetl and i mpact could be considered Asignific

If the action may have potentiallysignificant effect on any environmental resource (even

with mitigation measures implemented), then an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) must be
prepared.Under CEQA, the lead agency may adopt a negative declaration (ND) if there is

no substantial evidence that the project may haxaentiallysignificant effect orthe

environment (14 CCR 8 15070(a)\ proposed negative declaration must be circulated for

public review, along with a document known as an Initial StudigQA allows for a
fiMitigatedNegativeDe c | ar at i ondo i n which mitdugeati on mez¢
potentially significant effects to less than significant (14 CCR 8§ 15369.5).

Although the formulation of mitigation measures shall not be deferred until some future time,

the specific details of a mitigation measure may be developedadject approval when it

i's i mpractical or infeasible to include thos
The lead agency must (1) commit itself to the mitigation, (2) adopt specific performance

standards the mitigation will achieve, ai®) identify the type(s) of potential action(s) that

can feasibly achieve that performance standard and that will be considered, analyzed, and
potentially incorporated in the mitigation measure.
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Chapter 2. CEQA Environmental Checklist

Compliance with a regulatory permit or other gamprocesesmay be identified as

mitigation if compliance would result in implementation of measures that would be
reasonably expected, based on substantial evidence in the record, to reduce the significant
impact to the specified performance standégdss126.4(a)(1)(B)).

Per CEQA, neasures may also be adopted, but are not required, for environmental impacts

that are not found to be significant (14 CCR § 15126.4(a)(3)der CEQA, mitigation is

defined as avoiding, minimizingectifying, reducing, and compensating for any potential

impacts (CEQA 15370)Regulatory agencies may require additional measures beyond those
required for compliance with CEQAT hough not considered fAmiti g:
these measures are oftererefr ed t o 1 n an | niGood&tewasishipory as
Best Management PracticeShese measures can also be identified after the Initial

Study/Negative Declaration is approved.

CEQA documents must consider direct and indirect impaagpuadject California Public
Resources Code 21065.3).They are to focus on significant impacts (14 CCR 8
15126.2(a)).Impacts that are less than significant need only be briefly described (14 CCR
§ 15128). All potentially significant effects must be addsed.

No-Build Alternative

For each of the following CEQEnvironmental Checklist questioris,h e -BiuN o d o

Al ternative has been deter mi neudi Aleroative, moe " No
alterations to the existing conditions would ocand noproposed improvementgould be

i mpl ement eBui Aldrdatvewil Nad bediscussed further in this document

Definitions of Project Parameters

When determining the parameters of a project for potential impacts, the folldefingions
are provided:

Project Area: This is the general area where the project is localéds term is mainly used
in the Environmental Setting section (e.g., watershed, climate type, etc.).

Project Limits: This is the beginning and ending postesifor a project.This is different

than the ESL in that it sets the beginning and ending limits of a project along the highway.

Is the limits programmed for a project, and every report, memo, etc. associated with a project
should use the same posierimits. In some cases, there may be areas associated with a
project that are outside of the project limits, such as staging and disposal locations.
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Chapter 2. CEQA Environmental Checklist

Project Footprint: The area within the Environmental Study Limits (ESL) the project is
anticipated tampact, both temporarily and permanently. This includes staging and disposal
areas.

Environmental Study Limits (ESL): The project engineer provides the Environmental team
the ESL as an anticipated boundary for potential impacts. The Eféktlse project

footprint. Rather, it is the area encompassing the project footprint where there could
potentiallybe direct and indirect disturbance by construction activity. The ESL is larger than
the project footprint in order to accommodate any futaope changes. The ESL is also

used for identifying the various Biological Study Areas (BSAs) needed for different
biological resources.

Biological Study Area (BSA):The BSA encompasses the ESL plus any areas outside of the
ESL that could potentially afééed by a project (e.g., noise, visual, Coastal Zone, etc.).
Depending on resources in the area, a project could have multiple BSAs. Each BSA should
be identified and defined.
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Chapter 2. CEQA Environmental Checklist

2.1 Aesthetics

Except as provided in
the Public Resources
Code Section 21099:

Significant
and
Unavoidable
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No
Impact

Would the project:

a) Have a substantial
adverse effect on a scenic
vista?

Would the project:

b) Substantially damage
scenic resources,
including, but not limited
to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic
buildings within a state
scenic highway?

Would the project:

¢) In non-urbanized areas,
substantially degrade the
existing visual character or
quality of public views of
the site and its
surroundings? (Public
views are those that are
experienced from a
publicly accessible
vantage point). If the
project is in an urbanized
area, would the project
conflict with applicable
zoning and other
regulations governing
scenic quality?

Would the project:

d) Create a new source of
substantial light or glare
which would adversely
affect day or nighttime
views in the area?
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Reqgulatory Setting

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) establishes it is the policy of the state to

take all action necessary to prowaastietic t he peo
natural, scenic and hiCslifomiaRublic Resources ©Godeme nt a | 0
[PRC] Section 21001[b]).

Environmental Setting

The project is located on SR 36, whiclaisarrow twelane road that curves along the Van
Duzen River corridor. The routeedigible for California State Scenic Highway siat
(Caltrans 2022a) This segment of SR 36 itsa aBlue Star Memorial Highway. The
project area is characterized by dappled sunlight from tall tremsthe roadway, rural
communities, riverine landscapagricultural views, andvildlife habitat. The project would
cross over Yager Creek, which is a large tributary to the Van Duzen Rii@xer groups
include neighborssuch adocal residents and small businesssswell as highway users
includinglocal commuters, recreationists, asammercial tréfic between 15 and U.S. 101.

Discussion of CEQA Environmental Checklist Question 2.1 0 Aesthetics

a) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

There are nacenic vistas located within the project limifBherefore, Caltrans has
determinedino impacd would occur

b) Would the project substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to
trees, rock outcroppings, and histortauildings, within a state scenic highway

The project would removieees inseveralocations.

1 Approximately 2 smaltdiameterCoastredwoodqSequoia sempervirengould be
removed from theastboundoadside between Fisher Road and SR 36.

1 Two mediumsizeredwood treeggreater than 3 feet dblajould be removed to install
the northwest abutment of the new bridg&\@rd Creek (PM 4.39 An additional
six redwood trees under 3 feet DBH, five big leaf mapfeer macrophyllum and
three aldes (Alnus rubrg would be removed south of SR 36 at Ward Creek to
accommodate the old bridge remaval
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1 Additionally,BetweenPM 5.60 and PM 5®approximately22 black cottonwood
trees 1 big leaf mapl€éAcer macrophyllury 1 alder(Alnus rubrg, and 1willow tree
(Salix sp) would be removed to realign the roadwsstweerPM 5.60 and PM S6.

Rock outcroppings were not identified in the project footprint. No darwalgistoric
buildingswould occur.

Overall,the project features would have lowitsv-moderate visual impacts to viewerEhe

Ward Creek Bridge would create a positive visual impact due to the proposed materials,

colors, and design of the bridge. Through gaps in the proposed bridge railing, travelers

would see a newly restored streaite and native vegetatiofiReplanted trees woulae the

same species #ise emoved trees and the temporary visual impfots tree removalvould

become less apparent as the treatured and as vegetation filled in. Visual impacts would
eventually beome minor andless noticeableThe Project Development Teanould

continue to look for ways to refine and reduce these estimates throughboakimesign

phase of the projecT her ef or e, Cal t rlesstisan digaifccantirapa@ r mi ne d
would occur

¢) Would the project, in norurbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual
character or quality of public views of the site and its surroundings? (Public views are
those that are experienced from a publicly accessible vantage point.

No, the existing visual character and quality wouldbetegraded. Trees would still dapple
the light on the roadway arbe right of way acquisitions would not visibly reduce the
amount of agricultural views from the roadhelnew bridge would be dighed with

aesthetic treatments to coordinate with other local brid@jasrefore, Caltrans has
determinedino impacd would occur

d) Would the project create a new source of substantial light or glare which would
adversely affect day or nighttime viewstine area?

No new light sources would result from this project. A single radar feedback sign would be
removed and replaced at a new location within the project |{agsroximately PM 5.85)
Therefore, Caltrans has determirfied impact would occur

Mitigation Measures

Based on the determinations made in the CEQA Environmental Checklist, no mitigation
measures are proposed for this project.
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2.2  Agriculture and Forest Resources

In determining whether impacts to agricultural resources are significant environmental effects,
lead agencies may refer to the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site Assessment
(LESA) Model (1997) prepared by the California Department of Consiervas an optional

model to use in assessing impacts on agriculture and farmiiamtermining whether

impacts to forest resources, including timberland, are significant environmental effects, lead
agencies may refer to information compiled by thef@Galia Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection regarding the stateds inventory
Assessment Projedhe Forest Legacy Assessment Project; and the forest carbon measurement
methodology provided in Forest Poobls adopted by the California Air Resources Board
(CARB).

Less Than
Significant and Significant Less Than
Question Unavoidable with Significant No Impact
Impact Mitigation Impact
Incorporated

Would the project:

a) Convert Prime Farmland,
Unique Farmland, or
Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as
shown on the maps
prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and
Monitoring Program of the
California Resources
Agency, to non-agricultural
use?

Would the project:

b) Conflict with existing
zoning for agricultural use or
a Williamson Act contract?
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Question

Significant and
Unavoidable
Impact

Less Than
Significant
with
Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant
Impact

No Impact

Would the project:

c¢) Conflict with existing
zoning for, or cause
rezoning of forest land (as
defined by Public Resources
Code Section 12220(q)),
timberland (as defined by
Public Resources Code
Section 4526), or timberland
zoned Timberland
Production (as defined by
Government Code Section
51104(g))?

Would the project:

d) Result in the loss of forest
land or conversion of forest
land to non-forest use?

Would the project:

e) Involve other changes in
the existing environment
which, due to their location
or nature, could result in
conversion of farmland to
non-agricultural use or
conversion of forest land to
non-forest use?

Regulatory Setting

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires the review of projects that
would convert Williamson Act contract land to ragricultural uses.The main purposes of
the Williamson Act are to preserve agricultural land and to encourage open space
preservation and efficient urban growthhe Williamson Act provides incentives to

landowners through reduced property taxes to discourage the early conversion of agricultural

and open space lands to other uses.
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Environmental Setting

The project is loated in a ruralmostlyagricultural area along an existing state highway.
Prime Farmland and Farmland of Statewide Importance were identified within the
Environmental Study Limits (§L). Williamson Act contract farmland exists near the
project, but ouigle the ESL.Managed forestland and timberlands are located to the north,
outside the project footprint.

Discussion of CEQA Environmental Checklist Question 2. 20 Agriculture
and Forest Resources

a) Would the project onvert Prime Farmland, Uniqud-armland, or Farmland of
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to
non-agricultural use?

Most of thedesignatedarmland that would beonveatedhas not been recently farmed

(Appendix E). During consultation withhe United States Department of Agricultaned the

County of Humboldt, Caltrans estimated the projeay convert up to 2.00 acres of Prime

Farmland and Farmland of Statewide Impaorde to noragricultural use¢Caltrans 2022hb)

Since then, the estimate has been refined and Cadtraicgpatesconvering approximately

1.94acres of Prime Farmland and Farmland of Statewide Importance-agnicaltural use

Table4 lists the key &ctors that were used to determine the conversion viavie afiess

than significantimpac6 on Agr i cul ture and Forest Resour

Table 4. Farmland Conversion

Prime and Percent = land
Land Converted Unique FEIEE o_f Farmland with c armiar
(acres) Farmland Farmland in Same or Higher onversion
(acres) o Relative Value Impact Rating
1.94 0.10 0.00 4.00% 73

Source: Form NRCS-CPA-106 (Farmland Conversion Impact Rating for Corridor-Type Projects)
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b) Would the project onflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or a Williamson
Act contract?

No, the project would not conflict with existing zoning for agricultuisg or a Williamson
Act contract. Therefore, Caltrans has determiried impact would occur

¢) Would the project onflict with existing zoning or cause rezoning of forest land (as
defined in Public Resources Code Section 12220(g)), timberlandiédimed by Public
Resources Code Section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined
by Government Code Section 51104(g))?

No, the project would not conflict with existing zoning or cause rezoning of forest land,
timberland, or TimberlanBroduction areasTherefore, Caltrans has determiried
impac would occur

d) Would the project esult in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non
forest use?

No, the project would not result in the loss of forest land or convert flaresto norforest
use. Therefore, Caltrans has determiried impactwould occur

e) Would the projectimvolve other changes in the existing environment which, due to
their location or nature, could result in conversion édrmland to nonagricultural use
or conversion of forest land to neforest use?

There are no other changes proposed to the existing environment that could result in the
conversion ofarmland from this projectTherural highway environmentvould persistand
the changes made duringghiroject would be adjacent to the existing highaayidor.
Therefore, Caltrans has determirfied impact would occur

Mitigation Measures

Based on the determinations made in the CEQA Environmental Checklist, no mitigation
measures are proposed fthis project.
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2.3  Air Quality

Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management
or air pollution control district may be relied upon to make the following determinations.

Significant Less Than
g and Significant Less Than
Question ; with Significant No Impact
Unavoidable e
Mitigation Impact
Impact
Incorporated

Would the project:

a) Conflict with or obstruct
implementation of the
applicable air quality plan?

Would the project:

b) Result in a cumulatively
considerable net increase
of any criteria pollutant for
which the project region is V
non-attainment under an
applicable federal or state
ambient air quality
standard?

Would the project:

¢) Expose sensitive
receptors to substantial
pollutant concentrations?

Would the project:

d) Result in other
emissions (such as those
leading to odors) V
adversely affecting a
substantial number of
people?

ANo | mpacto determinations in thislocaiencti on
of the proposed projecas well as thd@raffic, Noise, Air Quality, Energyand Greenhouse

Gas Memalated May 11, 221 (Caltrans 2021ajgnd theEnergy and Greenhouse Gas

Update Memalated July 29, 2022 (Caltrans 2@R2Potential impacts téir Quality are not
anticipatedoecause thproject location in Humboldt County is categorized as an
attainment/unclassified area for all current National Ambient Air Quality Standards

(NAAQS). Therefore, transportation conformity requirements do ndyagyditionally, as
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the project would not result in changes to the traffic volume, capacity, vehicle miles traveled
(VMT), fleet mix, location of an existing facility, or any other factor that would increase
long-term operational emissions relative te tho-Build Alternative Caltrans has

det er moimpaachwduld occur
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2.4  Biological Resources

Significant Less Than

. ) Less Than
. and Significant with L No
Question , . Significant
Unavoidable Mitigation Impact Impact
Impact Incorporated .

Would the project:

a) Have a substantial adverse
effect, either directly or
through habitat modifications,
on any species identified as a
candidate, sensitive, or special
status species in local or
regional plans, policies, or V
regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish
and Wildlife, U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, or National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
administration (NOAA)
Fisheries?

Would the project:

b) Have a substantial adverse
effect on any riparian habitat
or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or
regional plans, policies,
regulations or by the California
Department of Fish and
Wildlife or U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service?

Would the project:

¢) Have a substantial adverse
effect on state or federally
protected wetlands (including,
but not limited to, marsh, \%
vernal pool, coastal, etc.)
through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption, or
other means?
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Significant Less Than
L . Less Than
. and Significant with D No
Question , L Significant
Unavoidable Mitigation Impact Impact
Impact Incorporated .

Would the project:

d) Interfere substantially with
the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species or with \%
established native resident or
migratory wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native
wildlife nursery sites?

Would the project:

e) Conflict with any local
policies or ordinances
protecting biological V
resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or
ordinance?

Would the project:

f) Conflict with the provisions
of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural
Community Conservation
Plan, or other approved local,
regional, or state habitat
conservation plan?

Regulatory Setting

Within this section of the document (2.4. Biological Resources), the topics are separated into
SensitiveNatural Communities, Wetlands and Other Waters, Plant Species, Animal Species,
Threatened anBndangered Species, and Invasive Species. &tan@nimal species listed

as Athreatenedd or Aendangeredo are aovered
Other special status plant and animal species, inclu@atifprnia Department of Fish and

Wildlife (CDFW) fully protected specieandspecies of special concet,S. Fish and

Wildlife Service (USFWSpandNational Marine Fisheries ServicHNIFS) canddate

species, and California Native Plant Society (CNPS) rare and endangered plants are covered

in therespectivePlant and Animal sections.
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Sensitive Natural Communities

CDFW maintains a list o§ensitive natural communities (SHC SNG are those natat
communities that are of limited distribution statewide or within a county or region and are
often vulnerable to environmental effects of projects. These communities may or may not
contain speciastatus taxa or their habitat.

Wetlands and Other Water s

AwWat erso of the United States (including
and regulations. The primary laws and regulations governing wetlands and other waters
include:

1 Federal Clean Water Act (CWA)33 United States Cod@gJSC) Section1344
1 Federal Executive Order for the Protection of Wetlands (EO 11990)

1 State California Fish and Game Code (CFGGgctions 16001607

1 State PorterCologne Water Quality Control Aickectiors 3000 et seq.

Plant Species

The USFWS and CDFW have regulatory responsibility for the protection of spttiad
plant species. The primary laws governing plant species include:

1 FederalEndangered Species Act (FESAP USC Section1531, et seq. See also 50
Code of Federal Redptions (CFR) Part 402

1 California Endangered Species Act (CEBBalifornia Fish and Game Code Secton
2050, et seq.

1 Native Plant Protection Ac€alifornia Fish and Game Code Sections 19@13

1 National Environmental Policy Act (NEPPJ0 CFR Section300 through Section
1508

1 California Environmental Quality Act (CEQALalifornia Public Resources Code
Sections 2100®@1177
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Animal Species

The USFWS, NMFS, and CDFW have regulatory responsibility for the protection of special
status animal specie3.he primary laws governing animal species include:

1 NEPAI 40 CFR Sectiord500 through Sectioh508

CEQA California Public Resources Code Sections 2120077
Migratory Bird Treaty Act16 USC Sections 70312

Fish and Wildlife Coordination Ael6 USCSection 6 6 1
California Fish and Game Caddgections 16001603

= =_ =/ =4 =

California Fish and Game Cadgections 4150 and 4152

Threatened and Endangered Species

The primary laws governing threatened and endangered species include:

FESA USC 16 Sectiors 1531, et seqSee also 50 CFR Part 402
CESA California Fish and Game Code Seci@050, et seq.

1

1

1 CESA California Fish and Game Code Section 2080

1 CEQA California Public Resources Code Sections 2120077
1

MagnusonrStevens Fishery Conservation and Managementlad!SC
Section 1 8 & Amended

Invasive Species

The primary laws governing invasive species are Executive Order (EO) 131 Natmahal
Environmental Policy ActNEPA).
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Environmental Setting

A Natural Environment Study (NES) was preparedfier project{Caltrans 202@). Caltrans
coordinated with fisheries biologists and water quality specialists, as well as agency
personnel from USFWS, NMFS, CDEWCRWQCB, andUSACE See Chapter 3 for a
summary of coordination efforts and professional atsta

The study area consists of the project footprint, Environmental Study Limits (ESL), and the
Biological Study Area (BSA). The ESL and BSA were established to evaluate the potential
presence of Natural Communities of Special Concern (NCSC) andIsgatis plants and
animals (Figure).

T The fiproject footprinto refemweghmthed i n t hi
Environmental Study Limits (ESL) the project is anticipated to impact, both
temporarily and permanent{ffigure 3) This includes castruction activities, staging
and disposal areas.

1 The ESL is the area encompassing the project footprint where therepotermdially
be direct and indirect disturbance by construction activities, equipment staging, and
access routes (FiguB®. The ESLis larger than the project footprint to accommodate
potential future scope changesield reviews were conductedthin the ESL to
identify existing habitat types and natural communities, potential jurisdictional waters
and wetlands, rare species andamtérs indicating the potential for rare species (i.e.,
presence of suitable habitat), sensitive water quality recef@ars amphibians/fish)
and existing ambient noise levels.

1 The BSA includes a 0.2&ile bufferoutsidethe ESL and any additional areas that
could be affected by the noise of construction or instream neakfish-bearing
watersthat could potentially affect species
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Figure 3. Project ESL and BSA Map

The project isvithin the Hydesville United States Geological Survey (USGS) quadrangle. It
is also within the Northwestern Region of the California Floristic Province, in the Outer
North Coast Ranges suibgion. The area is influenced by the coastal marine climate,
resulting in mild foggy summesand wet winters Weather data from the Scotia, California
(048045) monitoring station shows that the project location has a Mean Annual Precipitation
of 47.98 inches with an Average Monthly Minimum January temperature of 40.3 degrees
Fahrenheit( F) and araveragemaximum July temperature of 69FL Rainfall occurs mainly

in the winter months and the average total snowfall is 0.3analally

Elevations throughout the projecBErangefrom approximately 115 to 280 feet above sea
level. The west end of the ESL is located on a fluvial terrace and is higher in elevation than
the rest of the project corridor. The area contains an uplifted alluvial terrace to the west of
the Yager Creek floodplain of the Van Duzen River valley.
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https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/fact-sheets/ab-32-global-warming-solutions-act-2006






https://calsta.ca.gov/subject-areas/climate-action-plan















http://resources.ca.gov/climate/climate-safe-infrastructure-working-group-2/
http://resources.ca.gov/climate/climate-safe-infrastructure-working-group-2/
























































































































https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/ghg-inventory-program
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/ghg-inventory-program
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/ab-32-climate-change-scoping-plan
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/ab-32-climate-change-scoping-plan
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/sustainable-communities-program/regional-plan-targets
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/sustainable-communities-program/regional-plan-targets
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/topics/climate-change
https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/mol/index.html
http://www.dfg.ca.gov/biogeodata/cnddb/pdfs/Protocols_for_Surveying_and_Evaluating_Impacts.pdf
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=92821&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=1494&inline=1
https://egis.fire.ca.gov/FHSZ/



https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/district-1/documents/d1-technical-report-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/district-1/documents/d1-technical-report-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/public-affairs/mile-marker/summer-2021/ghg
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/public-affairs/mile-marker/summer-2021/ghg
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/transportation-planning/state-planning/california-transportation-plan
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/transportation-planning/state-planning/california-transportation-plan
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/risk-strategic-management/documents/sp-2020-16p-web-a11y.pdf
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/risk-strategic-management/documents/sp-2020-16p-web-a11y.pdf
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https://opr.ca.gov/climate/carbon-neutrality.html
https://www.cal-ipc.org/plants/inventory/
http://cnps.web.aplus.net/cgi-bin/inv/inventory.cgi
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https://files.resources.ca.gov/climate/climate-safe-infrastructure-working-group/
https://humboldtgov.org/DocumentCenter/View/61984/Humboldt-County-General-Plan-complete-document-PDF
https://humboldtgov.org/DocumentCenter/View/61984/Humboldt-County-General-Plan-complete-document-PDF
https://humboldtgov.org/DocumentCenter/View/4361/Carlotta--Hydesville-Community-Plans-PDF
https://humboldtgov.org/DocumentCenter/View/4361/Carlotta--Hydesville-Community-Plans-PDF
http://www.ebird.org/
https://humboldtgov.org/DocumentCenter/View/95080/2021-Airport-Land-Use-Compatibility-Plan-adopted-04132021-33-MB
https://humboldtgov.org/DocumentCenter/View/95080/2021-Airport-Land-Use-Compatibility-Plan-adopted-04132021-33-MB
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/sustainability/resilience/
https://www.sustainablehighways.dot.gov/overview.aspx
https://www.hcaog.net/sites/default/files/final_regional_bike_plan_update_2018.pdf



https://www.hcaog.net/sites/default/files/vroom_2022-2042_full_report.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/water_issues/programs/basin_plan/basin_plan_documents/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/northcoast/water_issues/programs/basin_plan/basin_plan_documents/
http://www.climateassessment.ca.gov/
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/docs/caltrans/Caltrans_Permit_Final_DIT.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/docs/caltrans/Caltrans_Permit_Final_DIT.pdf
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/constpermits.shtml
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/stormwater/constpermits.shtml
https://plants.usda.gov/java/noxious?rptType=State&statefips=06
https://web.archive.org/web/20111017070809/http:/www.dot.gov/‌docs/climatepolicystatement.pdf
https://web.archive.org/web/20111017070809/http:/www.dot.gov/‌docs/climatepolicystatement.pdf



https://www.transportation.gov/mission/sustainability/corporate-average-fuel-economy-cafe-standards
https://www.transportation.gov/mission/sustainability/corporate-average-fuel-economy-cafe-standards
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/DOT%20Adaptation%20Plan.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/docs/DOT%20Adaptation%20Plan.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-05/2017%20CGP%20Final%20Permit_combined.pdf
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https://www.epa.gov/regulations-emissions-vehicles-and-engines/final-rule-revise-existing-national-ghg-emissions
https://www.epa.gov/regulations-emissions-vehicles-and-engines/final-rule-revise-existing-national-ghg-emissions
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2021-04/documents/fastfacts-1990-2019.pdf.pdf
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https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/
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