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Unincorporated San Joaquin County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The San Joaquin County Department of Public Works (SJCDPW) Engineering Division is proposing to remove the
existing rock protection at the site and replace it with articulated concrete block channel protection to reduce scour
erosion of Potter Creek in the vicinity of the Fine Road bridge (No. 29C-0228).
The rural, two-lane bridge crosses Potter Creek (Figures 1-2 and 1-3). The bridge is a three-span, reinforced concrete
(RC) slab bridge supported on four 16-inch RC pile-extension at the bents, and RC diaphragm abutments with supported
on three 16-inch RC piles. As stated above, the bridge has a history of channel bank erosion at Abutment 1 and scour
degradation at both bents. In an effort to protect the bents and banks at the abutments until the engineered Project could
be constructed, the San Joaquin County Maintenance Department placed non-engineered rock slope protection on the
channel bottom around the bent columns and on the banks under the bridge.
The proposed design concept includes removing the existing rock protection at the site and replacing it with articulated
concrete block (ACB) channel protection.
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Agricultural & Forestry Resources: The proposed bridge scour mitigation project has the potential to result in temporary
impacts to approximately 0.378 acres of Prime Farmland. As such, the proposed project could temporarily disrupt
existing agricultural operations and temporarily convert Prime Farmland to nonagricultural uses where construction
access and staging are located on Prime Farmland. Mitigation Measures: Restore Prime Farmlands Utilized During
Construction, and consult with Adjacent Landowners.
Biological Resources: The proposed project has the potential to affect special status species habitat and individuals
including western pond turtle, Swainson’s hawk, and other migratory birds and raptors. There is also potential that
construction could affect nesting migratory birds. The project would also cause temporary and minor modification or
alteration of already-disturbed valley oak riparian habitat along Potter Creek. Mitigation Measures: Conduct a Worker
Environmental Awareness Training Program for construction personnel, and 8 other mitigation measures
Cultural Resources:Previous investigations did not result in the identification of archaeological resources. However,
project-related ground-disturbing activities could result in the discovery of or damage to as-yet undiscovered
archaeological resources as defined in Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA Guidelines. Project construction would
involve stockpiling, and other earthmoving activities that could disturb previously undiscovered human remains.
Tribal Cultural Resources: The proposed project will include excavation activities within the area, which could result in a
previously undiscovered find. Mitigation Measures: Implement procedures for inadvertent discovery of human remains.
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

None known.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

