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1. Introduction

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND)
has been prepared on behalf of the City of Baldwin Park (City) to identify potential site -specific
environmental constraints associated with the Barnes Park Multi-Benefit Stormwater Capture Project
(Project), located near the Interstate 605 (I -605) and Interstate 10 (I -10) interchange and along Patritti
Avenue at Barnes Park(3251 Patritti Avenue, Baldwin Park, California 91706). This document has been
prepared in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code
§21000 et seq.), and the State CEQA Guidelines (Title 14, California Code of Regulations (CCR) 815000 et
seq).

This IS/MND is an information documentation intended for use by the City of Baldwin Park and members

of the general public as a preliminary analysis to determine if there is substantial evidence that the

Project may have significant effects on the environment. If site -specific environmental constraints are

found to potentially have a significant effect on the environment, with mitigation, a site -specific

Environmental Impact Report (EIR) should be prepared; otherwise, the lead agency may adopt a

negative declaration or MND. This IS/MND was compiled for the City with the assistance of CWE. The

City is serving as the Lead Agency for the proposed Project pursuant to CEQA 821067 and CEQA

Guidelines Article 4 and A15367. ALead Agencyo refers
responsibility for carrying out or approving a Project.

1.1  Purpose and Document Organization

The purpose of this document is to evaluate the potential environmental effects of the proposed Project.
Mitigation measures, if required, have been incorporated into the Project to eliminate potential significant
impacts or reduce them to a less-than-significant level.

This IS/MND is organized as follows:

U Section 17 Introduction
U Section 27 Project Description
U Section 37 Initial Study/Environmental Checklist

U Section 41 References

The Los Angeles County Flood Control District (LACFCD)
(EWMPs) Program Environmental Impact Report (PEIR) was used to tier off, evaluate and determine the
potential environmental impacts of th e proposed project.

1.2  Summary of Findings

The CEQA Appendix G Environmental (Initial Study) Checklist is included inSection 3 . The Initial Study
Checklist identifies potential environmental impacts, by sections, and provides a brief discussion of each
impact resulting from implementation of the proposed Project. Each response checked in the
environmental checklist is discussed and supported with sufficient data and analysis as necessary. As
appropriate, each section has discussion that describes and identifies specific impacts anticipated with
project implementation.
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2. Project Description

The City of Baldwin Parkis proposing to construct the Barnes Park MultiBenefit Stormwater Capture

Project (Project), located at Barnes Park (3251 Patritti Avenue, Baldwin Park, California 91706). The

Project will expand the park onto a vacant lot to the north and improve recreational opportunities onsite.

The whole park, excluding the existing building, splash pad, and part of the parking lot, will be

demolished and reconstructed. The Project will include a stormwater capture system with Best

Management Practices (BMPs) tocapture, treat, and infiltrate runoff from a 44 3-acre catchment.

Improvements will also be made near the intersections of Auckland Street and Barnes Avenue, and

Syracuse Avenue and Finchley Street to address perceived surface flooding/ponding. Improvements will

include modified grading and new catch basins thattieint o t he Cityés storm drain sys

The Project was included in the Upper San GabrielRiver (USGR)Enhanced Watershed Management
Program (EWMP) Plan prepared in June 2015 (revised January 2016). Barnes Parkwas identified as one
of eight regional projects included in the USGREWMP, based on an extensive Reasonable Assurance
Analysis (RAA) and screening process. Additionally, the Project was included in the revised USGR EWMP
and RAA, submitted to the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board on June 2021, in response
to the State Water Resources Control Board Order WQ 2020-0038, but has not yet been approved. A
Feasibility Study was performed for the Project, in conjunction with the other projects identified in the
USGR EWMPto confirm they would be beneficial and to develop preliminary plans. The City used the
Feasibility Study to support the development and submission of a grant application through the Los
Angeles County Flood Control Districb L AGFCD Safe, Clean Water Progran® 6SCWP) Regional
Infrastructure Program, which was reviewed and ultimately selected through the USGR Watershed Area
Steering Committee. Overall, the Project will assist both the City and the USGR EWMP Group in
addressing applicable Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) and water quality priorities.

The Project will achieve a pollutant load reduction to downstream water bodies by capturing wet- and
dry-weather runoff. Captured runoff will be discharged into a subsurface storage system that will
facilitate infiltration and groundwater recharge. In addition to water quality benefits, the Project will
have additional benefits including increased water conservation through groundwater recharge,
community enhancements through a park expansion and amenity improvements, and public outreach
and education. Figure 2-1 illustrates the general concept of the project .

Divert urban Route runoff to

runoff from Pretreat runoff subsurface Infiltrate runoff
surface and storage system
storm drain 98 S

Figure 2-1 General Project Concept
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Project goals are summarized as follows:

U Enhance water quality locally and in downstream water bodies (San Gabriel River)
U Reduce local dependency on imported water through groundwater recharge

U Educate local communities through education and outreach

0 Reduce localized flooding in the Project drainage area

U Expandthe park to provide increased green space available and public amenities
U Improve the park to include accessible features and new amenities

U Provide community enhancements through surface restoration and improvements

Subsurface improvements include the installation of a storage system with an approximate footprint of
0.5 acre and a dead storage capacity of up to 4 acre-feet, as well as a diversion pipeline and
pretreatment unit. The main diversion pipeline will extend from the existing 81-inch diameter LACFCD
Storm Drain (Bl 9705) on Bess Avenueat Patritti Avenue to just south of the parking lot at Barnes Park
to a subsurface infiltration system within the park. A second diversion system originates south of the
park and includes a series of water quality inlets (or catch basin diversions) on Patritti Avenue and
Syracuse Avenue at the southern limit of the neighborhood. Diversion piping will be installed along
Patritti Avenue from the cul -de-sac to the park, just north of Torch Street. Diversion piping will also be
installed along Syracuse Avenue from Garvey Avenue to Torch Street and then along Torch Street to the
park, as is illustrated at the end of this sectio n. A pretreatment system will be installed along each
diversion system (one from the north and one from the south). The pretreatment systems will be
capable of capturing and retaining trash, sediment, and debris. During the design storm event, the
Project will be able to capture over 16 acre -feet (over 5 million gallons) of runoff for groundwater
recharge, accounting for both infiltration and storage.

The Project involves a proposed connection to the existing LACFCD Storm Drairi BI 9705, which will
require a connection flood permit with LACFCD. Work on the storm drain will be performed outside of

the storm season (between April 16 and October 14), wif
restored prior to the storm season. The diversion connection will be designed to prevent stagnant water
in order to prevent vector control issues. Further mor

storm drain transfer process, and will meet LACFCD standards.

The City also received Proposition 68 funding, allowing for additional park improvements. Surface
improvements to the existing park include increasing the size of Barnes Park with development planned
for two vacant parcels north of the existing park bound ary. The existing park will be almost fully
demolished, except for the existing building, splash pad area, and a portion of the parking lot, and
replaced with new and enhanced features. Park improvements will include the following:

U Additional parking through an expanded parking lot and new street-side diagonal parking along
Patritti Avenue south of the existing parking lot
U Modified and new trails around the park

U0 Two new basketball courts north of the existing building (replacing the one basketball court that
existing under existing conditions)

U Grass/turf improvements and space for two soccer fields

W=
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0 New futsal court in the expanded park area with seating for spectators
U Drought-tolerant landscaping, trees, and new irrigation system
U  Surface swales with pedestrian bridges, especially on the north side of the park

i New dog park area on the south side of the existing park with fences and monument signs to
create both a small dog area and an area for dogs of any size

U Play lots will be replaced with new equipment, new shade structures, and a larger playground
that will feature big and small kid play areas, tables, benches, and an exercise equipment area

U New and improved shade shelters with tables, grills, and other amenities

U Space for movies and shows in the park (allow for equipment to be temporarily used)
0 New staff restroom attached to the existing building

U Water features near the recreational building

U Fencing/wall enhancements around the park and along the expanded perimeter

U Improved lighting throughout the park , including pathway and sports lighting

Overall, development of the Project will involve demolition of most of the existing park and a portion of
parking lot improvements; excavation for and installation of the subsurface storage system, pretreatment
unit, and diversion pipelines; construction of park improvements and amenities; and installation of new
wet and dry utilities, landscaping, and lighting.

2.1  Project Location

The proposed Project will be constructed in the City of Baldwin Park in Los Angeles County, California.
The City of Baldwin Park as shown in Figure 2-2, is in the eastern part of Los Angeles County, between
the Cities of El Monte to the west, West Covina to the east, and Irwindale to the north. The Project site
is located on the existing Barnes Park (3251 Patritti Avenue, Baldwin Park, California 91706), that is
bound by the I -605 to the west and Patritti Avenue to the east. As shown in Figure 2-3, the proposed
infiltration system will be located underneath Barnes Park Diversion pipes and associated infrastructure
will extend to multiple local streets, including: Patritti Avenue, Barn es Avenue, Torch Street, Syracuse
Avenue, Aukland Street, and Finchley Street. Some of these streets will be retrofitted with new catch
basin inlets to alleviate local flooding problems.
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Figure 2-3 Barnes Park Subsurface Concept
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